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They  will  not  blow  up  the  talks’ 


Police  officers  from  Markethili  dear  the  area  in  the  aftermath  of  yesterday’s  van  bomb  explosion.  Police  said  the  attack  was  carried  out  ‘with  absolute  disregard  for  life’  photograph:  martin  mcCUUough 
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a. 


Splinter  group 
blamed  for  blast 


John  NhdHn 

trefand  Correspondent 


THE  all-party 
peace  talks  on 
Northern  Ire- 
land's future 
were  thrown  into 
disarray  yester- 
day after  a bomb  ripped 
through  a Protestant  village 
minutes  before  the  Ulster 


Unionists  were  preparing 
finally  to  join  negotiations. 

The  4001b  van  bomb,  left 
outside  the  RUC  station  in 
Markethili.  CO  Armagh,  is 
thought  to  be  the  work  of  the 
republican  splinter  group,  the 
Continuity  Army  Council. 
The  IRA  denied  It  was  respon- 
sible. 

Nobody  was  injured  by  the 
explosion. 

The  Ulster  Unionists  called 


for  Sinn  Fein  to  be  kicked  out 
of  the  talks.  David  Trimble, 
leader  of  the  Ulster  Unionists, 
refhsed  to  say  if  he  thought 
the  plan  was  to  bomb  his 
party  away  from  the  negotiat- 
ing table. 

But,  although  the  chances 
of  the  Ulster  Unionists  sitting 
in  the  same  room  as  Shm 
Fein  have  receded  to  practi- 
cally zero,  Mr  Trimble  indi- 
cated they  were  sticking  with 
the  peace  process.  The  tactics 
change,  but  the  strategy 
remains  the  same,  be  said. 

The  CAC,  which  has  never 
declared  a ceasefire,  is  made 
up  of  former  IRA  members 
disaffected  at  Sinn  Fein’s 
entry  into  dialogue  with  the 
British  government.  The 


bomb  is  thought  to  have  been 
made  in  South  Armagh, 
terrorist  country,  or  over  the 
border  in  Co  Louth. 

It  was  cattle  market  day  in 
Markethm,  and  the  village, 
which  has  suffered  five  previ- 
ous major  bombings,  was 
packed.  The  market  Is  next  to 
the  RUC  station,  sod  vets 
were  called  In  to  put  down 
several  cattle  after  the 
explosion. 

Police  officers  had  little 
more  than  30  minutes  to  evac- 
uate the  area.  Schoolchildren 
were  ushered  to  safety  before 
the  blast,  felt  10  miles  away. 
Debris  was  strewn  across  the 
streets.  Several  businesses 
were  destroyed. 

Ronnie  Flanagan,  RUC 


Just  24  hours  of  convincing  to  go 


Matthew  Engel  discovers  the 
Welsh  nation  at  odds  with  itself 


IT  IS  morning  In  Pontypool. 
At  10.15,  the  time  given  by 
the  Labour  Party  for  the 
start  of  their  campaign 
event,  a group  of  elderly 
people  have  gathered  outside 
Woolworth's,  as  though  wait- 
ing for  something  that  may  or 
may  not  ever  happen. 

Two  minutes  later  it  hap- 
pens. The  19  bus  turns  cm. 
and  they  dam  her  on  arthriti- 
cally.  It  is  another  half-hour 
before  the  sounds  of  politics 
pan  be  beard  in  the  distance, 
and  a man  in  a grey  suit 
moves  quickly  down  the  road 
handing  out  leaflets:  “Can  I 
say  hello?”  he  says.  "I  used  to 
be  Colin  in  EastEnders.” 
Michael  Cashman,  whose 
only  connection  with  Wales  is 
a few  weeks  spent  at  Theatr 
Clwyd,  has  come  up  from 
London  to  encourage  the 
Welsh  to  take  control  of  their 
own  affairs.  He  Is  surrounded 
by  the  traditional  band  of 
local  councillors  and  activ- 
ists. One  of  them  is  on  the 
megaphone,  addressing  the 


new  crowd  that  has  gathered 
at  the  bus  stop:  “Vote  Yes  on 
Thursday.  Vote  Yes  for 
Wales.” 

As  be  drones  on,  an  elderly 
passer-by  comes  up  to  me  and 
whispers  conspiratoriaUy: 
“Its  only  to  make  jobs  Un- 
people like  him.” 

AH  over  Wales  the  story  is 
the  same.  On  a windy  hillside 
above  the  Ebbw  Valley,  three 
Labour  MPs  are  canvassing 
the  old  ptt  village  of  TrinanL 
There  may  not  be  a more 
Labour  community  in  the 
kingdom,  rock-solid  even  in 
the  bad  years,  never  mind  In 
May  1997.  They  are  welcomed 
with  Pennine  warmth,  even 
affection.  Then  they  mention 
the  referendum.  Voters  aren't 
sure.  They  think  tfs  a waste 
of  money.  It'll  do  nothing  for 
them.  And,  over  and  over 
again,  the  same  phrase:  ‘It’s 
Jobs  Tor  the  boys.” 

M Trinant,  it  feels  like  a 
byelection  might  feel  In  three 
years  time,  when  people  are 
starting  to  bate  the  Govern- 


ment But  people  like  the 
Government  They  like  used- 
to-be-Colin  from  EastEnders. 
It  is  just  that  vast  numbers  of 
them  hate  the  Government’s 
idea  of  a Welsh  assembly. 

What  is  it  with  the  Welsh? 
Everywhere  else,  from  Che- 
chen la  to  Catalonia,  from 
Glasgow  to  Gaza,  people  seem 


desperate  — in  many  places 
violently  so  — to  govern 
themselves  and  stop  being 
bossed  about  from  afar.  Wales 
is  different 

“Shout  yes  in  a street  In 
Wales,”  goes  a local  saying 
that  long  predates  referen- 
rioms,  “and  a dozen  people 
will  shout  back  no.” 

The  latest  poll  suggests  37 
per  cent  will  shout  back  yes, 
29  per  cent  no  and  34  per  cent 
don’t  know.  The  odds  are  still 


narrowly  in  favour  of  the 
assembly. 

The  Yes  side  — backed  by 
the  three  parties.  Labour,  Lib- 
eral Democrat  and  Plaid 
Cymru,  which  hold  every  par- 
liamentary seat  — will  have  a 
huge  organisational  advan- 
tage. The  No  campaigners 
contain  a pretty  rum  bunch  of 
Europhobes  and  eccentrics, 
and  there  is  still  a feir  chance 
that  one  of  them  will  make  a 
major  prat  of  himself  in  the 
final  24  hours.  But  tills  is  not 
going  well  for  the 
Government  And  everyone 
knows  it. 

“The  English  have  raped 
this  country,”  said  a man  I 
met  in  PontypooL  So  that's 
one  vote  for  the  assembly, 
Isn’t  it?  Certainly  not  "If  yon 
have  an  assembly,  you’ve  got 
to  have  resources,  and  we 
haven’t  got  any  left,  except 
water.  I wish  we’d  won  our 
war  with  the  English  but  we 
didn’t” 

Anyone  who  subscribes  to 
all  that  overheated  guff  about 
there  being  a new  spirit  In 
turn  to  page  2,  column  1 


chief  constable,  visiting  the 
village,  said:  ‘This  attack  was 
carried  out  with  absolute  dis- 
regard for  life.” 

Mr  Trimble,  who  has  fought 
a long  battle  behind  the 
scenes  to  persuade  his  leader- 
ship colleagues  to  meet  Sinn 
Fein  in  the  talks,  was  furious. 
Ten  minutes  before  the  bomb 
exploded,  his  team  had  made 
up  its  mind  to  attend  Stor- 
mont Castle  for  a series  of  bi- 
lateral talks.  Hie  party  Imme- 
diately abandoned  its  plans. 

Mr  Trimble  believes  the 
IRA  was  responsible,  despite 
its  denial.  He  had  predicted 
on  Saturday  that  the  IRA 
would  resume  Its  campaign  of 
terror,  but  without  claiming 


responsibility  for  attacks.  He 


said  it  was  Impossible  to  sug- 
gest a tiny  splinter  group 
could  carry  out  such  an 
attack  in  that  area  without 
the  local  IRA’s  permission. 
He  called  for  Sinn  Fein  to  be 
kicked  out  of  the  talks. 

Mr  Trimble  met  Mo  Mow- 
lam, Secretary  of  State -for 
Northern  Ireland,  to  dp-mawd 
Sinn  Fein’s  exclusion.  There 
was  no  immediate  decision, 
but  he  is  unlikely  to  be 
successful. 

Dr  Mowlam  said  she  was 
“outraged”  at  the  bombing, 
on  day  two  of  the  talks  and  at 
such  a sensitive  point. 

George  Mitchell,  the  former 
US  senator  who  is  chairing 
the  talks  process,  said  the 
bombing  was  "an  attempt  to 
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Nurses  caught 
in  pay  squeeze 


David  Brtndle,  Sodad 


INISTERS  are  calling 
for  “extremely  mod- 
est” pay  rises  for 
nurses  are  suggesting 
they  could  even  be  below  the 
rate  of  inflation  ctf  3^  per 
cent,  it  emerged  last  night 
The  recommendation  in  the 
Department  of  Health’s  evi- 
dence to  the  nursing  pay 
review  body  will  infuriate  ftie 
profession  and  rnfiamo  con- 
troversy over  the  large  pay 
rises  due  cabinet  ministers. 

Although  the  department 
insists  its  approach  Is  “firm 
but  fair”  in  line  with  the  Gov- 
ernment's overall  policy  on 
public  sector  pay,  the  written 
evidence  will  be  considered 
tougher  than  anything  sub- 
mitted to  the  review  body 
under  the  Conservatives. 

The  nursing  unions  .have 
not  put  a figure  on  their  pay 
aspirations  but  have  argued 
that  members’  salaries  have 
fallen  by  as  much  as  46  per 
cent  behind  comparable 


workers  in  social  services. 
Doctors’  leaders  yesterday 
called  for  a 10  per  cent  rise 
from  next  April. 

The  52-page  health  depart- 
ment submission  to  the  nurs- 
ing review  body  says  in- 
creases must  be  affordable 
within  tiie  listing  expendi- 
ture plans. 

The  department  says 
nurses’  earnings  have  risen 
164  per  cent  since  1984.  more 
than  twice  the  rate  of  infla- 
tion. That  is  because  many 
nurses  get  not  only  the 
annual  increase  but  incre- 
ments on  their  pay  scales  esti- 
mated by  many  NHS  trusts  to 
be  worth  at  least  1 per  cent  a 
year. 

In  view  of  that,  the  submis- 
sion says,  "any  settlement  for 
nurses  ...  at  below  the  level 
of  current  inflation  would  not 
imply  a real  pay  cufV. 

The  disclosure  came  on  the 
same  day  the  Prime  Minister 
said  he  would  not  be  taking 
the  40  per  cent  pay  increase 
he  is  entitled  to. 


Blair  refects  pay  rise,  page  3 
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blow  up  not  just  the  police 
station  but  the  peace  process. 
It  cannot  be  permitted  to 
succeed.” 

Gerry  Kelly,  the  convicted 
IRA  bomber  who  Is  one  of 
Sinn  Fein's  negotiating  team, 
said:  “The  bombing  was  both 
regrettable  and  disappoint- 
ing.” ft  should  make  the  par- 
ticipants at  the  negotiations 
redouble  their  efforts  to  find  a 
settlement,  he  added.  That 
theme  was  adopted  by  all  the 
other  parties  at  Stormont 


They  also  condemned  the 
bombing- 

Seamus  Mallon.  deputy 
leader  of  the  SDLP,  who  lives 
in  Markethili,  said:  “I  am 
angry  and  frustrated.  But 
none  of  us  must  allow  this  to 
deflect  us  from  going  on  with 
the  political  process.” 

John  Hume.  SDLP  leader, 
was  hoping  to  rearrange  his 
party's  meeting  with  Mr 
Trimble  for  this  afternoon. 


Outlaw  attack,  page  5 
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To  find  out  about  Abbey  National’s  wide 
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2 NEWS 


The  Guardian 


Wednesday  September  17 1997 


Germany  and  France  urged  to  adopt  labour  market  reforms  like  UK’s  □ Brown  applauded  for  giving  Bank  operational  independence 

Britain  awarded  IMF’s  seal  of  merit 


Aleoc  Brummer 
bi  Hong  Kong 


RITAIN’S  fast- 
growing  economy 
is  today  held  up  as 
fan  example  for  the 
rest  of  Europe  to 
follow  when  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  tells  Ger- 
many and  France  that  the 
way  to  conquer  unemploy- 
ment is  to  copy  the  UK’s  flexi- 
ble labour  market 
On  the  21st  anniversary  of 
its  rescue  package  for  sterling 
in  1976.  the  IMF’s  half-yearly 


health  check  on  the  world 
economy  combines  a resound- 
ing endorsement  of  Britain 
with  sharp  criticism  of  its 
European  partners. 

The  IMF  warns  that 
Germany  and  France  adopt 
labour  market  reforms  atmnaT- 
to  those  Implemented  in  Brit- 
ain, public  support  for  Euro- 
pean Monetary  Unicoi  canid  be 
felally  undermined  and  the 
Continent  could  face  yearn  of 
low  or  negative  growth. 

Using  unusually  strong  lan- 
guage, the  Fund  accuses  con- 
tinental European  leaders  of 
masking  underlying  prob- 


lems in  the  labour  market  by 
early  retirement  and  job  shar- 
ing schemes,  which  in  effect 
favour  those  in  jobs  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  unemployed. 

The  IMF  argues  that  unless 
the  continental  European 
countries  follow  the  flexible 
approach  to  labour  markets 
seen  in  Britain,  they  wDl  con- 
tinue to  face  “major  hurdles” 
in  reducing  joblessness, 
which  may  require  them  to 
tighten  budgets  much  more 
than  otherwise  would  be  the 
case. 

In  contrast  to  stinging  criti- 
cism of  German  anrf  French 


economic  management,  the 
IMF  heaps  praise  on  Britain, 
noting  that  economic  expan- 
sion ha<i  permitted  “signifi- 
cant reductions  in  unemploy- 
ment since  1993”. 

The  IMF  believes  that  fur- 
ther shrinking  in  Britain’s 
dole  queues  Is  stai  to  come, 
with  the  rate  of  unemploy- 
ment dropping  from  7.5  per 
cent  of  the  workforce  last 
year  to  56  per  cent  this  year 
and  5 per  cent  in  1998.  Such  a 
performance  would  put  Brit- 
ain in  line  with  the  United 
States,  currently  achieving 
some  of  the  highest  levels  of 


employment  in  decades. 

The  Chancellor,  Gordon 
Brown,  Is  singled  out  for  ap- 
proval for  his  decision  to  give 
the  ft?  nk  of  England  opera- 
tional independence.  This, 
the  IMF  says,  has  allowed 
Britain  to  bring  its  interest 
rate  on  government  bonds 
down,  so  they  are  now  more 
in  line  with  Germany  with  its 
anti-inflation  credentials. 

It  says  that  the  post-election 
rises  in  British  base  rates  to  7 
per  cent,  together  with  the 
budget  tightening  announced 
by  Mr  Brown  In  July,  “appear 
well  geared  to  alleviate  Infia- 


Labour tells 
oil  firms  to  sue 


Pastel  Honcke 

Westminster  Correspondent 


Government  minis- 
ters are  advising  oil 
companies  to  sue 
Greenpeace  for  disrupting  the 
exploration  of  potentially  lu- 
crative oil  and  gas  fields  in 
the  North  Atlantic,  it  was 
revealed  last  night 
A letter  from  John  Battle, 
the  energy  minister,  to  the 
former  trade  minister,  Rich- 
ard Plage,  discloses  that  his 
ministry  has  been  advising 
oil  companies  to  sue  Green- 


‘Given  Labour's 
support  for  green 
issues,  this  is  worst 
kind  of  humbug* 


peace  as  part  of  a co-ordinat- 
ed campaign  to  deny  the  pres- 
sure group  publicity. 

The  disclosure  comes  after 
BP  went  to  court  to  try  to 
claim  millions  of  pounds  from 
Greenpeace  after  it  disrupted 
oil  exploration  in  the  area. 
Next  week  Greenpeace  is 
seeking  a judicial  review  of 
the  last  government's  deci- 
sion to  grant  exploration  li- 
cences In  the  North  Atlantic. 
It  argues  that  the  Govern- 
ment acted  illegally  because 
the  exploration  breaks  the 
European  Union  Habitat  Di- 
rective which  protects  a rare 
species  of  cold  water  coral. 
Lophelia  Pertusa,  abundant 
in  the  North  Atlantic. 

Mr  Battle  says:  "Early  this 
year  it  was  agreed  the  Gov- 
ernment should  respond  to 
any  Greenpeace  activities  in 


a low-key  manner  in  order  to 
avoid  media  opportunities  for 
Greenpeace.  This  strategy 
was  agreed  with  industry  and 
other  Government  depart- 
ments . . . companies  were  ad- 
vised to  exercise  the  legal 
powers  they  had  over  Green- 
peace and  the  obveraQ  situa- 
tion continues  to  be  moni- 
tored by  Government" 

Last  night  his  views  were 
condemned  by  John  Red- 
wood, the  shadow  trade  and 

tnringtry  aa 

"While  we  might  have  ar- 
gued forcibly  against  some  of 
Greenpeace’s  activities  we 
would  not  be  involved  in  any 
campaign  to  deny  thewi  pub- 
licity. Given  Labour's  official 
support  for  green  issues,  this 
is  the  worst  kind  of  hombug.” 

Greenpeace,  whose  cam- 
paign in  tiie  North  Atlantic  is 
supported  by  60  MBs  of  all 
parties,  is  furious  about  the 
disclosure.  The  pressure 
group  Is  writing  to  Tony  Blair 
to  protest  about  a breach  of 
tiie  party’s  manifesto  commit- 
ment to  support  green  issues. 

The  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  pointed  out  yes- 
terday that  Mr  Battle's  com- 
ments name  after  he  bad  chal- 
lenged by  Richard  Page,  Tory 
MP  for  South-west  Herts,  for 
being  "supine  in  providing 
protection  to  companies  le- 
gally going  about  their  busi- 
ness . The  French  navy  when 
they  bad  local  difficulty  in  the 
Pacific,  simply  dropped  the 
Greenpeace  cameras  over  the 
£ide.  With  no  means  of  public- 
ity, Greenpeace  packed  up 
and  went  home.” 

"While  I am  not  advocating 
such  draconian  measures,  it 
would  have  been  comforting 
to  have  seen  the  British  Gov- 
ernment making  forthright 
statements  of  condemnation.” 


~ /irjnNttT 


Greenpeace  delays  the  Stena  Dee  oil  rig  on  its  way  to  the  North  Sea  last  month 


Just  24  hours  of  convincing  to  go 


Continued  from  page  1 
Britain  has  not  been  to  Wales. 
“The  problem  is  confidence,” 
says  one  devolutionist.  “The 
Welsh  haven’t  got  it” 

Some  of  the  trouble  has 
been  Labour-made.  Ron 
Davies,  the  Welsh  Secretary, 
Is  nowhere  near  as  popular  as 
Donald  Dewar  in  Scotland. 
The  bullying  of  Labour  dissi- 
dents was  a whacking  error. 
The  Tory  spokesman.  Nigel 
Evans,  has  regularly  hit  the 
"waste  of  money”  button 
without  being  rebutted.  Many 
now  feel  there  should  have 
been  a much  broader  debrie. 

But  while  it  is  easy  to  have 
an  argument  in  Wales,  it  is 
near-impossible  to  hold  a 
national  debate.  There  is  no- 
where to  hold  it  In  Scotland, 
more  than  90  per  cent  of 
morning  paper  readers  read 
Scottish  papers  or  Scottish 
editions;  in  Wales  the  figure 
is  less  than  10  per  cent  Al- 
most a third  of  television 
viewers  don't  even  get  Welsh 
TV:  they  get  regional  news 
from  Bristol  or  Manchester. 

The  road  and  ran  systems 
all  run  east-west  getting  from 
North  Wales  to  Cardiff  is  not 
much  foster  than  It  was  a cen- 
tury ago.  Wales  is  not  centred 
on  its  capital,  because  until  40 
years  ago  there  was  no 


capital.  Indeed,  tiie  whole 
concept  of  Wales  as  a nation 
is  a modem  interpretation  of 
some  fairly  murky  history. 
“There  are  unifying  factors 

— language,  religion,  music 

— that  separated  the  Welsh 
from  the  Anglo-Saxons,”  says 
Kenneth  Morgan,  former 
vice-chancellor  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wales,  "but  the  idea  of 
Welsh  nationhood  is  mare  a 
matter  of  legend  and  fable 
than  history.” 


The  Scottish  parliament 
voted  to  merge  with  Westmin- 
ster in  1707.  Wales  has  not 
had  a parliament  since  Owain 
Glyndwr’s  supporters  met 
somewhere  near  Machynlleth 
in  1406,  But  no  one  even 
knows  where  they  meL- 
For  most  of  the  six  centu- 
ries since  then.  Wales  had  no 
standing  as  a nation  what- 
ever. The  Encyclopaedia  Bri- 
taxmlca  used  to  say  simply: 


"Wales — see  England”.  Even 
the  matters  supposed  to  unite 
the  Welsh  actually  divided 
them,  and  still  do.  Gwynfor 
Evans,  the  former  Plaid 
Cymru  leader,  threatened  to 
starve  himself  to  death  until 
he  was  given  a Welsh  lan- 
guage TV  channel  He  got  It, 
and  now  the  non-Welsh- 
speaking  majority  has  the 
hump  because  they  are  given 
S4C  and  not  Channel  Four. 

The  first  specifically  Welsh 
piece  of  legislation  ever 
passed  by  Westminster  was 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  of 
1881.  a victory  for  the  chapel 
lobby  over  the  drinkers 
which  caused  argument  until 
last  year,  when  the  last 
redoubt,  on  the  Lleyn  Penin- 
sula, finally  caved  In. 

On  radio  phone-ins  they 
keep  moaning  about  each 
other:  chapel  against  pub; 
Welsh-speakers  v English- 
speakers;  East  Wallans  v 
West  Wallans;  North  Wallans 
v South  Wallans;  one  valley 
against  the  next  Wales  used 
to  be*  united  by  its  rugby 
team.  Now  that’s  no  good, 

they  seem  to  be  united  only 

by  their  sense  of  grievance, 

and  their  unwillingness  to  do 

anything  about  it  This  is  not 
my  observation;  many  Welsh 
people  say  the  same.  It  may 


date  back  to  Glyndwr’s  defeat; 
it  may  be  due  to  the  old  roles 
of  the  coal  and  steel  indus- 
tries, and  the  secure,  if  grim, 
jobs  they  provided.  Choices 
were  for  other  people. 

One  Labour  MP  tells  the 
story  of  a constituent  who 
marched  into  his  surgery  and 
banged  his  fist  on  the  table. 
“The  council  are  putting  my 
family  at  risk,”  he  said 
fiercely.  “They  haven’t 
changed  the  battery  on  my 


smoke  alarm.”  The  only  logi- 
cal conclusion  is  that  if  the 
Welsh  do  not  want  - control 
they  should  not  be  forced  to 
take  it  The  Welsh  Office 
dates  back  only  to  1964.  Since 
then  it  has  taken  over  nearly 
all  the  subjects  dealt  with  by 
individual  Whitehall  minis- 
tries: agriculture,  education, 
environment  etc. 

Why?  Economy  and  effi- 
ciency would  argue  that  these 


can  be  dealt  with  better  by 
specialists.  If  the  Welsh  vote 
No,  why  not  end  the  pretence, 
and  integrate  the  place  back 
into  the  old  concept  of  "Eng- 
land and  Wales”?  Why  have  a 
Welsh  Office  at  all?  It  only 
needs  a civil  servant  or  two  to 
supervise  the  language  les- 
sons in  schools  and  the  paint- 
ing of  bilingual  road  signs. 

The  justification  for  devolu- 
tion is  the  opinion  of  the 
Welsh  themselves,  and  their 
belief  in  their  own  nation- 
hood. Historically,  there  is  no 
more  reason  for  it  than  there 
is  to  disinter  the  kingdoms  of 
Northumbria  and  Mercia. 
Politically,  It  might  make 
more  sense  to  offer  an  assem- 
bly to  somewhere  that  might 
appreciate  it  — Yorkshire, 
maybe.  Kent  Rutland. 

AH  is  not  lost  yet  The  Welsh 
broadcaster  Patrick  Hannan 
once  said  be  bad  never  met 
anyone  who  said:  “I  want  an 
assembly”.  He  was  standing  in 
the  Gents  at  the  Angel  Hotel  in 
Cardiff  when  the  man  at  the 
novt  urinal  turned  to  him  and 
said:  "I  do”. 

. Eventually,  Hannan 
worked  out  what  he  was  talk- 
ing about.  Only  another  mil- 
lion-odd people  left  to  be  con- 
vinced. And  24  hours  to  do  the 
convincing.. 


tionary  pressure”. 

However,  a close  watch  on 
excessive  consumer  demand 
is  still  necessary.  Despite 
Britain’s  Interest  rate  rises 
and  the  strengthening  of  ster- 
ling (which  has  eased  in 
recent  days),  Britain’s  growth 
levd  erf  36  per  cent  will  be  the 
highest  in  Europe  this  year, 
although  slowing  down  mod- 
erately to  2.6  per  cent  In  1998. 

The  Fund  is  sceptical  about 
the  ability  of  the  main  conti- 
nental European  economies 
to  meet  the  Maastricht  crite- 
ria by  the  end  of  this  year, 
required  if  European  Mone- 


tary Union  is  to  proceed  on 
time.  ■ 

It  notes  that  without  a fur- 
ther round  of  budget  cuts  or 
tax  increases,  several  candi- 
dates for  membership  — in- 
cluding France  and  Germany 
— may  not  stictly  meet  the’ 
requirement  to  limit 'the  bud- 
get deficit  to  3 per  cent  of 
gross  domestic  product 
The  IMPs  World  Economic 
Outlook  report  says  that  both 
Germany  and  France  have 
'Targe  margins  of  economic 
slack”  which  have  increased 
spending  reduced  tax 
revenues. 


in  its  first  comprehensive 
analysis  of  the  likely  effects  of 
tiie  creation  of  a suro  area  on 
the  world  economy,  the  IMF 
a dismal  scenario  if 
continental  Europe  tails  to 
terftlP  the  deep-seated  prob- 
lems In  Its  labour  market  and 
keep  pressure  on  the  process 
of  budget  deficit  reduction. 

The  generally  negative 
analysis  Is  likely  to  reinforce 
the  views  of  those  In  Labour's 
ranks,  including  the  Foreign 
Secretary.  Robin  Cook,  who 
believe  that  Britain  should 
give  a wide  berth  to  EMU  for 
aa  long  as  possible. 


Taboo  debunked  but 
with  a sneer  too  far 


Edward  PUkington, 
who  reported  on  the 
royal  family  for  the 
Guardian,  gives  his 
impressions  af  the  most 
controversial  book  on 
the  House  of  Windsor, 
Kitty  Kelley's  The 
Royals. 

CAN  anything  be  said 
about  the  royals  that 
would  still  shock  the 
British  public?  Yes, 
comes  ffltty  Kelley’s  resound- 
ing reply. 

Within  the  first  two  pages, 
she  bag  assigned  to  than  such 
a shopping  list  of  It 
would  leave  Beelzebub  envi- 
ous: alcoholism,  drug  addic- 
tion. insanity,  homosexuality, 
bisexuality,  adultery,  infidel- 
ity, illegitimacy.  After  that 
who  but  the  stiffest  of  monar- 
chists would  fall  to  read  on? 

It  is  not  just  a salacious  cu- 
riosity that  hurtles  us 
through  the  book’s  502  pages; 
there  is  something  about  Ms 
Kelley’s  relentless  debunking 
of  royal  taboo  that  is  refresh- 
ingly honest.  She  treats  all 
members  of  the  royal  family 
as  mere  mortals,  and  not  just 
those  lesser  and  younger  ones 
who  by  dint  of  tabloid  expo- 
sure over  the  years  have  been 
r-lagaiftari  fair  game. 

Inevitably,  it  has  taken  a for- 
eigner to  hold  up  the  mirror  to 
the  British  nation.  This  is  a 
country  where  a 35-year-old 
princess  cart  be  bounded  until 
rite  becomes  the  most  hunted 
person  of  the  modem  age, 
whereas  virtually  nothing  ran 
be  said  about  the  Queen  or 
Queen  Mother  that  isn’t  first 
approved  by  Buckingham  Pal- 
ace. Ms  Kelley  adheres  to  no 
such  double  standards. 

In  one  of  the  tew  telling 


quotations  that  can  be  cited 
without  tear  of  writs,  she 
repeats  the  words  of  a butler 
to  Princess  Margaret  who. 
when  arised  whether  the  royal 
family  were  above  reproach, 
replied:  “Royalty  is  royalty, 
never  to  be  questioned.” 
Much  may  have  changed  In 
the  past  two  weeks,  but  there 
is  Ufa  in  that  adage  yet. 

But  that’s  where  the  plau- 
dits for  Ms  Kelley  end. 
Tngtaad  af  producing  the  bal- 
anced, critical,  demanding 
look  at  tiie  royals  that  Is  cry- 
ing out  to  .be  written*  she -has 
churned  out  a mush  of  lurid 
detail.  While  British  royal 
biographers  can  almost  uni- 
versally be  accused  of  fawn- 
ing, she  is  guilty  of  tiie  oppo- 
site: sneering. 

Can  George  Vs  character 
really  be  boiled  down  to  tills: 
"He  ignored  the  arts,  letters 
and  sciences.  For  recreation 
he  licked  postage  stamps  and 
placed  them  with  childlike 
precision  In  blue  leather 
stamp  books”?  Do  we  really 
need  to  know  that  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh,  in  bis  early  trips 
to  London,  "often  did  not 
have  a clean  shirr*? 


There  are  stylistic  quibbles. 
Writing  about  the  Queen 
Mother,  the  author  employs 
the  mixed  metaphor  to  beat 
them  all  “Few  people  ever 
see  the  iron  frame  under  the 
marshmallow**.  And  when  Ms 
Kelley  says  in  conclusion  that 
the  monarchy  is  “as  durable 
as  the  white  diflk  of  Dover” 
you  can’t  help  wondering, 
after  four  years  of  rigorous 
research,  fe /Art  aU? 

Most  of  the  second  half  of 
tiie  book,  covering  contempo- 
rary history,  is  utterly  fam- 
iliar and  reeds  like  a collec- 
tion of  tabloid  dippings.  Ms 
Kelley  is  not  to  be  blamed  for 
the  timing  of  its  publication 
in  the  United  States,  but  her 
unflattering  portrayal  of  Prin- 
cess Diana  will  probably 
scupper  any  British  edition 
for  some  time. 

But  there  is  a deeper  prob- 
lem to  The  Royals  than  poor 
writing,  tastelessness  and  a 
lame  ending.  Above  all  It 
induces  in  the  reader  a 
mantra-like  refrain:  how 
much,  and  what  sections  of  it, 
can  one  safely  believe? 

Footnotes  are  unfashionable 
these  days,  but  when  Ms  Kel- 
ley a as  monu- 

mental as  that  a courtier  ad- 


ministered to  George  V a lethal 
injection  of  cocaine  on  his 
deathbed  In  order  to  ensure 


that  the  news  would  make  tiie 
morning  headlines,  that  surely 
merits  some  sourcing. 

We  have  been  down  this 
road  before,  of  course.  When 
Andrew  Morton’s  Diana:  Her 
True  Story  came  out  with  its 
sensational  claims  of  bulimia. 


suicide  attempts  and  an  illicit 
royal  affair,  few  had  the  te- 
merity to  believe  believed 
him.  Almost  every  word  has 
since  been  proved  true.  Some- 
how. I doubt  that  Ms  Kelley 
will  enjoy  the  same 
vindication. 


Promise  of  a thunderous 
opening  is  not  betrayed 


First  night 


Andrew  Clements 

TIm  Flying  Dutchman 

London  Coliseum 

A GIG  ANTIC  clap  of 
thunder  launches 
English  National  Op- 
era's new  production  ofThe 
Flying  Dutchman,  and  Paul 
Daniel’s  reign  as  the  compa- 
ny's music  director.  Through- 
out the  overture  the  storm 
rages:  the  set  billows  and 
furls,  gathering  itself  into  or- 
ganic shapes  as  though  bodies 
are  writhing  under  a giant 
duvet 

It  is  an  arresting  opening, 
achieved  very  simply , and 
throughoutthe  evening  the 
staging  bythe  Norwegian 
Stein  Winge,  onhis  debut 
with  the  company,  malroc 
most  of  what  looks  as  though 
It  was  a tight  budget 
There  are  few  trappings  spe- 
cifically evoking  the  sea — no 
hint  of  a ship  other  than  a 
couple  of  ropes  for  Daland’s 
crew  to  haul  Senta  and  her 


friends  get  their  spinning 
wheels,  in  a space  hung  with 
effigies  of  the  Dutchman,  but 
the  principal  fea  tore  ofTi- 
mian  Alsaker's  set  is  a metal 
frame  closely  strung  with  rub- 
ber slats  and  big  enough  to  fm 
the  stage. 

It  first  rears  up  from  the 
floor  when  the  music  signals 
the  appearance  of  the  Dutch- 
man’s ship  and  through  the 
opera  pivots  and  tilts  to  create 
different  stage  area,  while  the 
characters  rlamlwr  through 
and  around  it  The  Image 
works,  most  of  time,  though 
there  are  afew  passages  when 
dramatic  sense  seems  to  have 
been  sacrificed  to  the  frugal 
concept 

ENO  is  presenting  Wag- 
ner’s score  in  a continuous 
span,  without  an  interval  and 
Hanlri  malms  ,«nirp  that  thp 

tension  generated  at  the  open- 
ing never  really  abates 
through  the  next  two  and  a 
quarter  hours.  His  conducting 
is  expansive  inthe  lyric  epi- 
sodes, allowing  the  music  and 
Ms  singers  the  space  to 
breathe,  but  unfailingly  tight- 
ens the  screw  again  when  the 
dramatic  temperature  rises. 

Tt  in  thrilling  stuff,  and 


orchestra,  a few  untidy  cor- 
ners apart,  play  their  heart 
out  for  Mm;  the  chorus,  too, 
belt  out  their  setpieces  with 
rude  vigour. 

The  intensity  falters  a cou- 
ple of  times.  Wagner’s  fault  as 
much  as  the  performance’s.  In 
particular,  the  duet  between 
Senta  and  Erik  hung  fire, 
though  Rita  Cullis  and  David 
Rendall  make  a well  matched 
couple.  Stephen  Richardson’s 
Daland  is  a lucid,  forthright 
portrait  (^unreasoning  greed, 
and  John  Hudson  makes  a 
first-class  impression  as  the 
Steersman. 

But  it  is  Cullis  and  the 
Dutchman  of  Willard  White 
who  are  the  natural  firm  piv- 
ots of  the  show.  She  Is  a consis- 
tent delight,  putting  heart  and 
soul  into  her  singing  and  act- 
ing. White’s  Dutchman  is  the 
strong  and  silent  type,  Impas- 
sive. hard  to  read,  hut  every 
one  of  Ms  utterances  is  crystal 
dear  (the  words,  In  David 
Pountney*8  translation,  are 
consistently  well  projected); 
the  brooding  stage  presence  Is 
very  powerful,  and  daspltea 
few  lapses  of  tuning  his  voice 
at  the  moment  is  command- 
indy  rich  and  smooth. 
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CONTENTS  INSURANCE? 
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tides 
approach 

we  will  use 
our  data 
to  decide 
if  we  need 
to  warn  for 
tidal 
flooding 
and  close 
our 

various 
flood  gate 
structures 


Linda  Aucott, 
Environment 
Agency 
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David  PilfcLngton  of  the  Environment  Agency  at  MQnehead,  where  a flood  defence  scheme  is  two  years  Cram  completion 
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Fear  floods  the  South-west 
coast  as  record  tides  loom  high 


Geoffrey  Gibbs 


\ 


COASTAL  towns  and 
villages  around  the 
South-west  are 
bracing  themselves 
for  flooding  later  this  week  as 
they  await  some  of  the  high- 
est tides  for  40  years. 

Wales  and  the  South-west  of 
RngianH  are  the  two  main 
areas  of  concern,  but  by  last 
night  there  were  no  flood 
warnings  in  place  for  the 
Welsh  coast 

Householders  and 
businesses,  in  vulnerable 
coastal  and.  estuary  towns, 
such  as  Bideford  in  north 
Devon  and  Looe  in  Cornwall, 
have  been  leaving  nothing  to 
chance  and  are  already  tak- 
ing delivery  of  sandbags. 

The  threat  of  floods  be- 
tween now  and  Saturday  coin- 
cides with  the  unusual  align- 
ment of  the  sun  and  the  moon 
at  a time  when  tides  are  high 


because  of  the  moan’s  prox- 
imity to  the  earth. 

The  extent  of  any  flooding 


will  depend  on  prevailing 
wind  and  weather  conditions, 
which  forecasters  say  look 
favourable  at  present. 

Low-level  yellow  warnings 
have  been  issued  by  the  Envi- 
ronment Agency  for  the 
whole  of  the  south-west  coast- 
line from  Bristol  to  Wey- 
mouth harbour,  and  local  au- 
thorities were  last  night 
nervously  awaiting  what  high 
water  tnight  bring  for  the 
remainder  of  the  week. 

The  yellow  .warnings  issued 
for  the  South-west  are  a sig- 
nal that  low-lying  farmland 
and  roads  near  rivers  or  the 
sea  are  at  risk  of  flooding 
from  spray  overtopping  sea 
walls  and  beaches.  Vulnera- 
ble areas  include  towns  at  the 
top  of  estuaries  such  as  die 
Fal,  the  Tamar  and  the  Hel- 
ford,  as  weS  as  seaside  towns 
like  St  Ives  and  Padstow. 


Linda  Aucott,  the  agency's 
flood  warning  manager, 
the  height  the  tides  would 
reach  would  depend  on 
weather  conditions  at  the 
time. 

“As  the  tides  approach  we 
will  use  our  date,  together 
with  information  from  the 
Met  Office,  to  decide  if  we 
need  to  warn  for  tidal  flood- 
ing and  close  our  various 
flood  gate  structures." 

Wind,  ralnfell  and  low  pres- 
sure could  all  worsen  the  ef- 
fect of  the  high  levels  pre- 
dicted. But  forecasters  say 
conditions  are  looking 
favourable  at  present  with  a 
period  of  reasonably  settled 
weather  expected  and  high 
pressure  continuing  around 
the  UK. 

District  councils  across  the 
region  have  been  making 
sandbags  available  for  those 
threatened  by  the  tides. 

Richard  Brasington,  chief 
executive  of  Torridge  district 


council  in  North  Devon,  said 
hundreds  of  sandbags  had 
been  delivered  to  homes  and 
business  lining  Bideford 
quay. 

Occupants  had  received 
written  advice  about  what 
precautions  to  take,  including 
the  use  of  boards  and  day  to 
seal  off  entrances. 

“We  can’t  do  any  more  now. 
We  have  done  what  we  can. 
All  other  things  being  equal 
the  predicted  tide  should  just 
about  lap  over  the  edge  of  the 
quay.” 

The  expected  high  tides  will 
provide  an  early  test  for  the 
Environment  Agency's 
recently  opened  flood  defence 
scheme  In  Appledore  at  the 
mouth  of  the  estuary  and  a 
nail  biting  time  further  along 
the  coast  at  Minebead,  where 
a £12.7  million  scheme  to  pre- 
vent a repetition  of  the  dam- 
aging floods  that  have  hit  the 
resort  in  the  past  is  still  two 
years  from  completion. 
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How  tides  work 

With  tiie  Sun  in  line 
with  the  Earth  and 

The  moon's  gravitational  pul!  on 

moon,  the  forces 

the  Earth  causes  a high  tide  at  ?0"  to 

pulling  on  either 

the  side  oi  the  Earth.  A similar  bulge 

side  of  the  Earth  arc 

appears  on  the  opposite  side  of  tho 

further  increased 

Earth  where  the  moon's  torce  is  at  its 

and  the-  tides  are 

lowest.  ‘,7 hen  the-  moon  is  close"  to 

higher  Stiil 

the  Earth,  as  it  is  this  week,  the  pull 

is  increased  and  i.des  
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Short  orders  inquiry  on  £65m  helicopter  scandal 


Disclosure  underscores  need  to 
split  aid  from  trade,  says  minister 


Danrid  Honcfca 
and  Owmi  Bovrcott 
In  Dhaka,  Bangladesh 


CLARE  Short,  the  Inter- 
national Development 
Secretary,  last  night  or- 
dered a foil  departmental  in- 
quiry into  the  Guardian's  dis- 
closure that  £65  million  of 
taxpayers’  money  has  been 
wasted  on  an  Indian  helicop- 
ter deal  which  has  ended  on 
the  scrapheap. 

Ms  Short,  who  was  yester- 
day inspecting  slum  projects 
In  the  Bangladeshi  capital 
Dhaka,  launched  a strong 
attack  on  the  deal  signed  by 
Lady  Thatcher  to  bolster  the 
then  ailing  fortunes  of  West- 
land  Helicopters  by  using  hu- 
manitarian aid  to  buy  21  heli- 
copters for  the  Indian 
government 

She  compared  the  disclo- 


sure to  the  scandal  unearthed 
over  the  payment  of  more 
than  £300  million  to  the  Ma- 
laysians to  build  the  Pergau 
dam  while  persuading  them 
to  buy  British  arms. 

She  said:  ‘This  scandal, 
coming  after  Pergau,  under- 


lines the  importance  of  our 
Government's  decision  to  es- 
tablish a separate  department 
of  International  Development 
and  to  de-link  aid  from  com- 
mercial and  political  consid- 
erations. We  must  now  con- 
sider whether  we  need  a new 
international  development 
act  to  outlaw  such  misuse  of 
aid  funds  permanently. 

“Effective  aid  spending  can 
transform  the  life  opportuni- 
ties of  poor  people,  as  is  clear 
in  my  visit  to  slums  In  Ban- 
gladesh this  week.  This 
makes  the  spending  of  £65 
million  on  faulty  helicopters 
all  the  more  outrageous.” 


The  W30  helicopter.  India  agreed  to  buy  21  of  them 


The  project  involved  the  de- 
livery of  21  Westland  W30 
helicopters  to  India  in  1987  to 
help  develop  the  country’s  off- 
shore o3  industry.  But  some 
of  the  helicopters  were  used 
for  other  purposes,  including 


ferrying  VIPs  and  state  gover- 
nors and  providing  tourist 
trips. 

Two  of  the  helicopters 
crashed,  haling  nine  people, 
and  pilots  refused  to  fly  them 
because  passengers  were 


afraid  to  use  them.  They  were 
grounded  In  1989  and  have 
been  rusting  ever  since. 

India  is  about  to  conclude  a 
deal  with  AES  Aerospace  of 
East  Grinstead,  West  Sussex, 
to  sell  them  for  spare  parts 
and  scrap  for  £900.000. 

Ms  Short’s  concerns  were 
reinforced  by  George  Foulkes, 
the  aid  minister,  yesterday. 
He  said:  “I  have  been  deeply 
shocked  by  the  Guardian's 
revelations.  I shall  be  de- 
manding that  we  get  as  many 
papers  as  we  can  on  this 
whole  issue.  I think  there  is 
also  a case  for  separate  inves- 
tigation by  the  National  Audit 
Office  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee.'' 

A parliamentary  investiga- 
tion was  demanded  yesterday 
by  Labour  MPs.  Arm  Clwyd, 
Labour’s  former  overseas  aid 
spokeswoman,  said  She  would 
be  demanding  an  Inquiry  as 
soon  as  Parliament  returns 
next  month. 

The  World  Development 
Movement,  which  forced  a ju- 


dicial review  on  previous  aid 
programmes,  said  yesterday 
that  it  was  writing  to  Ms 
Short  seeking  assurances  that 
the  Government  will  put  an 
end  to  any  further  aid  and 
trade  programmes. 

The  charity  is  also  demand- 
ing that  Ms  Short  finds  a fur- 
ther £65  million  from  the  aid 
budget  for  new  programmes 
now  that  her  ministry  has  ad- 
mitted that  the  helicopter 
deal  was  a “thoroughly  bad 
project”.  A spokesman  said: 
“The  High  Court  returned 
taxpayers’  money  wasted  on 
the  Pergau  dam.  We  hope  we 
will  not  have  to  go  back  to  the 
courts  again." 

Oxfam  also  condemned  the 
aid  deal  The  Liberal  Demo- 
crat spokeswoman  on  inter- 
national development,  Jenny 
Tonge.  said:  “This  is  yet  an- 
other disgraceful  example  of 
the  last  government's  Insis- 
tence that  aid  should  be 
linked  to  trade.  It  is  necessary 
now  for  the  whole  aid  and 
trade  area  to  be  made  more 
transparent." 


Blair  turns 
his  back  on 
£43,000 
pay  rise 


NEWS  3 


AnnePerldns 
Political  Cwmpondwn 


CABINET  pay  policy 
was  in  disarray  last 
night  after  Tony 
Blair  announced  he 
would  not  be  taking  his  con- 
troversial £43,000  pay  rise 
after  aXL 

His  statement  came  only  a 
day  after  Downing  Street  had 
Indicated  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister would  be  taking  the  fun 
40  per  cent  increase  he  was 
entitled  to  which  would  have 
taken  his  salary  to  £145.860. 

Mr  Blair  urged  his  Cabinet 
colleagues  to  take  the  £17,000 
pay  rise  they  bad  deferred  for 
a year.  Almost  immediately  it 
became  clear  there  was  no 
consistent  line,  with  some 
ministers  indicating  they 
would  not  take  an  increase 
while  others  said  they  would. 

As  the  Treasury  published 
Its  tough  approach  to  public 
sector  pay  for  the  coming 
year  — with  a warning  that 
pay  costs  had  to  be  kept 
within  existing  spending 
plans  — the  Prime  Minister 
denied  he  had  ever  intended 
to  take  the  Increase.  He  will 
only  take  an  Increase  to  bis 
£102,000  salary  in  line  with  in- 
flation. 

Downing  Street  sources 
who  on  Monday  had  sug- 
gested he  would  take  the  fan 
pay  increase  yesterday  ex- 
plained they  were  referring  to 
what  he  was  entitled  to  take 
and  pointed  out  that  he  has 
not  taken  any  pay  increases 
for  four  years. 

Speaking  while  campaign- 
ing in  the  devolution  referen- 
dum In  Wales,  Mr  Blair  said 
he  “believed  his  Cabinet 
should  take  the  frill  amount 
they  were  entitled  to”. 

That  would  take  their  pay 
from  just  under  £88,000  to 
£105,000.  an  increase  of 
around  20  per  cent 
Sources  close  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, Gordon  Brown,  who  is 
attending  a Commonwealth 
finance  ministers’  meeting  in 
Mauritius,  said  it  was  most 
unlikely  he  would  take  the 
increase. 

- it  was  also  said  to-be  un-. 
likely  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  Alistair  Dar- 
ling, who  is  responsible  for 
public  sector  pay,  would  take 
his  £17,000  increase.  . 

Other  Cabinet  ministers, 
who  bad  all  agreed  to  defer 
their  increase  for  a year  at 
:the  first  Cabinet  meeting 
after  the  election  on  May  1, 
were  quoting  Mr  Blair’s  sup- 


port when  asked  about  their 
intentions. 

The  offices  of  both  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Margaret  Beckett  and  the 
Education  Secretary  David 
BZunkett  said  "the  Prime 
Minister  believes  the  Cabinet 
should  take  their  entitle- 
ment”. The  Department  of 
Social  Security  at  first  said 
Harriet  Harman  would  take 
the  pay  increase.  But  last 
night  that  was  denied:  Ms 
Harman  was  said  “still  to  be 
considering”  whether  or  not 
to  take  it 

Other  Cabinet  ministers 
could  not  be  contacted. 

Public  sector  unions,  who 
are  arguing  for  pay  increases 
of  10  per  cent  or  more,  said  it 
strengthened  their  case.  The 
general  secretary  of  the  Uni- 
son public  sector  workers’ 
muon,  Rodney  Bickerstaffe, 
said  he  had  no  problem  with 
the  pay  rises  for  the  Prime 
Minister  and  Cabinet  minis- 
ters. “We  do  expect,  however, 
the  same  treatment  for  public 
sector  workers.  We  expect  the 
Government  to  honour  in  frill 
the  recommendations  of  other 
public  sector  pay  review 
bodies.” 

The  British  Medical  Associ- 
ation has  also  demanded  a 
pay  rise  of  at  least  10  per  cent 
for  doctors. 

The  chairman  of  the  all- 
party health  committee. 
David  Binchcliffe,  said: 
"Labour  ministers  should  be 
sensitive  to  nurses  and  teach- 
ers who  are  being  given  the 
impression  their  pay  will  be 
constrained.” 

The  Tory  leader  William 
Hague  accused  the  Govern- 
ment of  “incredible  hypocri- 
sy” and  challenged  the  Cabi- 
net to  follow  him  and  stick  to 
Inflation -only  pay  awards 
next  year.  But  Labour  pointed 
out  that  Mr  Hague  was  earn- 
ing £32.000  more  than  Mr 
Blair  when  be  was  leader  of 
the  opposition,  because  Mr 
Blair  had  not  taken  any 
increases. 

The  Cabinet  ministers*  pay 
award  was  originally  recom- 
mended under  the  last  Con- 
servative government  and 
reflects  the  decision  to  give 
them  the  full  MPs'  salary 
rather  than  allowing  them 
only  two-thirds. 

At  the  same  time  MPs  voted 
themselves  a 26  per  cent  in- 
crease, to  £43,000.  Nine  mem- 
bers of  the  current  Cabinet 
voted  for  the  rise. 


Smokcra  boost  rewmiw, 
and  Notebook,  pago  1 1 


Smugglers  caught  in  a tangle 
after  snakes  cross  the  Y-frontier 


Christopher  Reed 
In  Los  Angeles 


THE  two  smugglers  could 

I not  wriggle  out  of  their 
subterfuge  when  customs 
officers  in  Texas  noticed 
mysterious,  writhing 
bulges  tn  their  underpants. 

They  were  made  to  drop 
their  trousers  and, 
wrapped  in  panty  house 
and  stuffed  in  their  Y- 
fronts,  were  a mass  of  rare 
snakes  they  had  brought  il- 
legally from  Mexico.  More 
were  found  stuffed  in  their 
boots  and  pick-up  truck. 

One  of  tiie  snakes  was  a 
boa  constrictor.  "But  fortu- 
nately it  was  not  in  their 
underwear,"  prosecutor 
Robert  Dugdale  told  a Los 
Angeles  court.  "Boa 
constrictors  squeeze.” 

The  smugglers,  Paul 
Lynum,  aged  24.  of  Long 
Beach,  and  Jon  Sterling 
Nelson,  aged!  33,  of  Pacific 
Palisades,  were  charged 
with  illegal  importation  of 


wildlife,  smuggling  contra- 
band and  failure  to  report 
unlawful  importation  of  a 
boa  constrictor. 

They  could  be  Jailed,  but 
guilty  pleas  should  ensure 
that  they  receive  only  three 
years'  probation  and  fines 
of  $5,500  (£3,600)  when  they 
are  sentenced  in  December. 

The  reptiles  they  risked 
so  much  to  bring  across  the 
border  at  Eagle  Pass, 
Texas,  were  three  bulls- 
nakes,  six  green  rat  snakes, 
two  Sinaloa  milk  snakes,  a 
Nuevo  Leon  king  snake, 
and  the  boa.  One  died  after 
the  two  men  had  been  ar- 
rested and  the  rest  were 
kept  in  a zoo  until  the  court 
hearing.  The  snakes  will 
now  be  returned  to  Mexico. 

Both  men  had  spent  a fort- 
night hunting  for  reptiles  in 
the  Mexican  desert,  and 
hoped  to  sell  them  to  collec- 
tors and  dealers.  Customs 
officers  often  steal  surrepti- 
tious glances  at  men’s 
groins,  as  it  is  a favourite 
place  for  smuggling  drugs. 


1 

t 

8 

C 

o 

fl 

fl 

i\ 

b 

b 

n 

0 

t 

L 

01 

C 

oi 

a 

G 

lfi 


n wttfca  It  med  m * pokhndw  k mb  mi  • 


Mb'?  * IOS37  «J  W nr  wn  Bupiilfc  i*>m  w MiHuuyt  WBnwMiteMJnSfaWB  TtefUitwMiMtonarmSi  wMiUMMdtawftidwtnte 


0 


4 BRITAIN 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  SeptemberJTlggT 

News  in  brief  

Agency  to  ‘out* 
freemasons 

THE  Environment  Agency  if  to  bee  m (> 

ssa's&m sssasffi?^. 

Sf^buSnSses  -sald  board  members,  oiliccrs  and  stall 

Urgency's  annual  meeting.  FoE  sipolresmaiiTjmy Ainipir 
saK Uhere  had  been  a number  of  afleeatlons 
within  the  agency.  “As  in  the  case  of  the  judiciary  and  ihj- 
Dolice  tbos»  allegations  have  been  damaging  to  the  Ufetilu- 
ffi?credibUity^heSid.  In  Its  first  year,  the  aBtncruw^  • 
took  SOO  successful  prosecutions  for  pviiOTWirt^  offences.  So 
for,  five  prison  sentences  have  been  handed  out,  and  l!~ 
miilion  Imposed  In  fines.  — Tim  Raafora 


PHOTOGRAPH-  DON  UcPtCE 


The  river  Derwent  at  Stamford  Bridge,  where  planning  permission  has  been  given  for  a housing  estate  on  the  undeveloped  part  of  the  1066  battle  site 

Battle  for  Britain’s  bloody  acres 


Conflict  over 
housing  threat 
to  fields  where 
Viking  dreams 
lie  buried  with 
the  berserker 


Martin  Wainwright 
on  1066 and  all  that 


Historians  and 
countryside  cam- 
paigners are  join- 
ing forces  to  save 
some  of  Britain's 
bloodiest  acres,  after  the  foil 
of  a second  major  battlefield 
to  suburban  housing. 

York  and  Hull  commuters 
will  soon  be  living  snugly  on 
the  site  of  the  Battle  of  Stam- 
ford Bridge  in  1066,  where  a 
solitary,  huge  Norwegian  de- 
fied King  Harold's  army  and 
gave  rise  to  the  word  "ber- 
serk” — probably  deriving 
from  the  Norse  words  for  bear 
and  coat 

Despite  protests  ■ from  ar- 
chaeologists, planning  per- 


mission has  been  given  by  the 
East  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
council  for  a housing  estate 
on  Battip  Hats,  the  last  open 
ground  on  the  site  by  the 
River  Derwent,  10  miles  from 
York. 

The  move,  in  the  face  of  ad- 
vice from  EngHflh  Heritage, 
follows  the  approval  of  hous- 
ing earlier  Hits  summer  on 
Tewkesbury  battlefield  in 
Gloucestershire,  the  site  of  a 
Yorkist  victory  In  14TL 

Culture  minister  Chris 
Smith  will  now  be  pressed  to 
revise  regulations  governing 
English  Heritage’s  Battle- 
fields Register,  which  has 
proved  far  less  robust  than 


was  assumed  when  it  came 
into  force  five  years  ago. 

“The  register  Is  not  a 
strong  planning  document,” 
said  David  Fraser,  English 
Heritage's  acting  conserva- 
tion director  for  northern 
England. 

The  British  Council  for  Ar- 
chaeology also  commented: 
“The  ease  with  which  the 
register  can  be  disregarded 
by  planning  authorities  is  be- 
coming increasingly  clear.” 

But  the  East  Riding  and 
other  largely  rural  authori- 
ties faced  with  pressure  for 
new  housing,  argue  that  bat- 
tlefields tend  to  be  too  large 
and  featureless  to  preserve  In 


their  entirety.  Supporters  of 
the  development  also  argue 
that  the  riverside  fields  have 
no  physical  reminders  of  the 
terrible  events  of  September 
25,  1068,  involving  an  esti- 
mated 60,000  soldiers. 

But  Peter  Addyman,  direc- 
tor of  York  Archaeological 
Trust,  which  called  the  devel- 
opment misjudged,  said  the 
battle  was  exceptionally  im- 
portant, marking  the  end  of 
Scandinavian  attempts  to 
control  their  rickety  Euro- 
pean empire. 

Contemporary  chronicles 
record  that  the  Viking  army 
of  TCtng  Harald  Hardrada, 
which  arrived  in  500  long- 


ships,  needed  only  24  to  take 
survivors  home. 

The  remains  of  the  fallen  lie 
under  burial  mounds  at 
nearby  RiccaH  including  the 
original  berserk  — defined  as 
“a  Norse  warrior  filled  with 
frenzied  and  restless  fury”  — | 
who  blocked  the  Derwent 
bridge  until  an  English  spear- 
man floated  underneath  In  a 
wine-tub  and  stabbed  him 
from  below. 

Mr  Addyman  added  that 
the  conflict  had  a second 
great  significance,  in  deplet- 
ing King  Harold's  English 
army,  which  then  had  to 
man*  south  to  face  the  Nor- 
man invasion. 


Super-village  development  arouses  green  belt  fears 


Christopher  ElEott 


ONE  of  the  largest 
schemes  for  new  homes 
in  Britain  ever  given 
planning  permission  is  to  be 
built  In  East  Anglia. 

The  settlement  of  3,300 
homes  will  house  8.000  people 
and  is  to  be  one  “super-vil- 
lage'' constructed  as  three 
communities  straddling  two 
valleys,  seven  miles  west  of 
Cambridge,  in  a region  under 


severe  pressure  from  strong 
economic  growth. 

Alfred  McAlpine  an- 
nounced on  Monday  that  it 
had  found  two  other  UK  hou- 
sebuilders — Bryant  Homes 
and  Bovis  Homes  — to  join 
the  £450  million  development, 
nominally  called  Camboume, 
which  covers  1.000  acres 
alongside  the  A428  and  will 
take  at  least  10  years  to 
complete. 

The  consortium’s  an- 
nouncement has  been  made 


against  the  background  of 
enormous  pressure  on  plan- 
ning authorities  to  encourage 
house-building  following  the 
Government's  appeal  to  pro- 
vide 4.4  million  new  homes  by 
2016. 

The  green  belt  is  under 
pressure  and  counties  such  as 
Cambridgeshire,  which  is  one 
of  the  fastest  growing  areas  in 
the  country,  are  having  to  ex- 
amine where  they  might  fit 
them  In. 

Brenda  Bishop,  chairman 


of  South  Cambridgeshire  dis- 
trict council,  which  gave  out- 
line planning  permission  for 
the  development  a year  ago, 
said  yesterday:  “We  decided 
in  principle  10  years  ago  that, 
in  an  area  where  there  was  a 
need  to  meet  the  demand  for 
new  houses,  we  would  do  it  as 
a new  settlement 
“We  didn’t  want  to  stuff  the 
villages  with  new  housing 
and  therefore  min  all  the 
reasons  people  had  for  want- 
ing to  come  here  in  the  first 


Five  million  tax  forms  unfilled 


Inland  Revenue  warns  of  hefty 
penalties  in  advertising  blitz 


Richard  Rifles 


Inland  Revenue  yes- 
terday warned  the  5 mil- 
lion people  who  have 
not  yet  returned  their  tax 
forms  that  they  could  face 
hefty  financial  penalties. 

Tax  officials  revealed  that 
only  3.3  million  taxpayers  had 
so  for  filed  tax  returns  under 
the  new  system  of  self-assess- 
ment which  requires  people 
to  calculate  their  own  tax  bill 
for  the  first  time.  The  dead- 
line is  September  30  for  any- 


one wanting  the  Revenue  to 
calculate  what  tax  they  owe. 
Anyone  who  files  the  return 
after  that  date  win  not  be 
guaranteed  an  accurate  bill 
by  January  3L 

Half  those  polled  in  a recent 
survey  could  not  bring  them- 
selves to  look  at  the  baffling 
return  — and  filed  It  in  their 
bottom  drawer. 

The  penalties  wHL  be  levied 
on  those  who  foil  to  complete 
their  self-assessment  by  the 
end  of  January  next  year 
when  payment  of  tax  Is  due.  A 
series  of  surcharges  and  in- 


terest payments  will  then  be 
levied  on  the  outstanding  bill. 

Failure  to  return  the  forms 
by  the  January  31  deadline 
will  result  in  an  immediate 
surcharge  of  £100,  plus  a pen- 
alty of  5 per  cent  of  the  out- 
standing bill.  Date-payers  will 
also  be  charged  interest  at  9.5 
per  cent  Anyone  who  foils  to 
pay  after  a subsequent  six 
months  will  be  subject  to  fur- 
ther surcharge  of  £100- 

Given  general  confusion 
about  self-assessment  some 
commentators  have  prophe- 
sied it  could  turn  out  to  be  the 
biggest  financial,  fiasco  since 
the  poll  tax. 

But  Clive  Coilett,  deputy 
chairman  of  the  Inland  Reve- 
nue, denied  yesterday  that 


the  Exchequer  had  set  out  to 
benefit  from  the  confusion, 
nor  was  it  planning  on  a 
“windfall”  from  latepayers. 
He  said  the  response  rates 
had  so  for  exceeded  forecasts. 

Over  the  next  few  weeks, 
the  inland  Revenue  plans  to 
the  blitz  the  public  with 
reminders  of  the  September 
30  deadline,  including  further 
TV  and  radio  advertisements 
featuring  cartoon  taxman 
Hector,  whose  voice  is  pro- 
vided by  veteran  actor  Sir 
Alec  Guinness. 

Hector  posters  will  also  ap- 
pear in  TV  soaps,  on  buses,  at 
railway  stations  and  on  petrol 
pumps.  Even  pub-goers  are 
being  targeted:  die  message 
will  appear  on  beer  mats. 


Choice  of  car  colour  offers  clues 
to  psychology  of  Britain’s  drivers 


Alex  Bellos 


SHY?  Introverted?  Suffer- 
ing from  depression  and 
do  not  know  why?  Well 
now  there  is  a simple  cure  — 
change  the  colour  of  your  car. 

Unlikely  though  it  may 
seem,  psychologists  have  de- 
termined character  traits 
associated  with  the  colour  of 
vehicles. 

Owners  of  pasted  coloured 
cars  such  as  lilac,  lime  and 
beige  are  eight  times  more 
likely  to  have  suffered  depres- 
sion than  people  driving  blue 
orsflverones. 

Perhaps  this  is  associated 
with  victimisation,  for  the 
pastel  brigade  are  by  for  the 
most  likely  to  have  also  suf- 
fered regular  road  rage  abuse 
in  the  last  year.  Green  car 
owners  are  the  most  robust. 


being  recipients  of  the  least 
amount  or  rage.  “Choice  of 
car  colour  says  more  about 
someone’s  personality  than 
the  clothes  they  wear  or  the 
house  they  live  in,"  said  Con- 
rad King,  consultant  psychol- 
ogist for  the  RAC,  which  com- 
missioned the  survey  of  1,000 
people- 

“Drivers  may  think  they 
are  cocooned  when  they  are 
behind  the  wheel  of  their  car 
but  in  reality  their  choice  of 
car  colour  sends  a clear  sig- 
nal to  other  motorists." 

He  added  that  the  colour  of 
one’s  car  can  be  a symptom  of 
an  underlying  personality 
problem.  “A  poor  choice  in 
car  colour  for  pastel  owners 
mimics  a number  of  other 
poor  life  choices  which,  in 
turn,  can  lead  to  more  stress 
and  depression. 

“Colour  preferences  can  in- 


dicate a definite  psycho-social 
pecking  order  on  the  roads, 
with  the  owners  or  black  and 
red  cars  struggling  for  the 
dominant  position." 

Edmund  King,  RAC  head  of 
campaigns,  said  the  questions 
on  colour  were  part  of  an  as 
yet  unfinished  wider  research 
project  on  driving 
psychology. 

“We  were  totally  surprised. 
We  thought  colour  was  just  a 
haphazard  choice.  But  as  soci- 
ety is  changing  it  is  rtflected 
to  some  extent  by  the  colour 
of  the  cars  people  drive." 

The  most  poplu&r  car 
colours  are  red  and  blue,  with 
a quarter  of  the  national  fleet 
in  each  of  these  colours. 
White  and  green  have  about 
15  per  cent  each. 

However,  silver,  at  8 per 
cent,  is  growing  fast  and  seen 
as  the  most  fashionable. 


In  the  pink? 


□ Blade  The  first  choice  for  the 
success-driven  and  ambitious 

□ Red:  Outgoing,  ambitious 
and  Impulsive.  Prefer  spontane- 
ity and  creativity.  Easily  bored 

□ Silver  Associated  with  style 
and  finesse.  Can  tend  toward 
the  pompous 

□ White:  Distent,  dutiful,  aloof 
andmethodcal 

□ Grey:  A safe  and  cautious  op- 
tion. Conservative  expression  of 
understated  teste 

□ Blue:  Team  players.  Sociable 
but  lacking  In  imagination 

□ Green:  Class  consious  and 
traditional  In  outlook.  Aspire  to  a 
golden  age  of  aUtist  motoring. 
Would  prefer  to  can  their  car 
British  Radng  Green 

□ Pastel:  Can  verge  on  the 
depressive 


place.  But  the  Government’s 
new  call  has  put  more  pres- 
sure on.” 

The  council  has  commis- 
sioned a report  by  a firm  of 
consultants  to  assess  the  im- 
pact of  further  development 
in  the  county  in  order  to  help 
them  in  any  fixture  battle  with 
the  Government 

There  are  already  concerns 
from  villages  near  Cam- 
houme  over  the  environmen- 
tal impact  of  such  a large  de- 
velopment, for  which  final 


Ministers 
fine-tune 
plans  to  take 
over  schools 
in  Hackney 


planning  consent  has  yet  to 
be  given. 

Robin  Page,  writer  and  pre- 
senter of  BBC  television's 
One  Man  And  His  Dog,  is  a 
South  Cambridgeshire  coun- 
cillor who  passionately  tv- 
poses  the  scheme. 

He  told  the  Cambridge  Eve- 
ning News:  “It  is  In  fixe  wrong 
place,  it  breaks  all  planning 
logic  and  if  it  becomes  reality 
it  will  be  the  biggest  planning 
white  elephant  of  the 
century." 


Briton  dies  on  Mont  Blanc 

A BRITISH  climber  has  died  In  an  avalanche  on  MontBkmc. 
French  police  said  yesterday.  Alistair  Crookes,  aged  39.  of  Ca^ue 
Bytham,  near  Stamford,  Lincolnshire,  was  one  of  a five- person 
British  team  attempting  an  ascent  car  Monday.  . , , 

Three  ofhis  companions  were  slightly  injured  and  were  treated 
at  nearby  Chamonix  hospital  after  being  airlifted  from  for moun- 
tain by  helicopter,  while  the  fifth  dlmbor  escaped  unhurt.  The 
five  were  at  a height  of  about  10,500  ft  on  the  Grand  Mallet  route 
up  the  15,600  ft  peak  when  the  avalanche  struck. 

Sunbathing  danger  ‘doubled’ 

SUNBATHING  could  be  twice  as  risky  as  previously  thought 
because  of  a possible  connection  between  ultraviolet  rays  and  a 
type  ofblood  cancer,  11  was  claimed  yesterday.  Studies  have 
shown  a big  increase  in  cases  ctfNon-Hodgkln's  Lymphoma  (.NHL) 
among  white  populations  around  the  world. 

The  afflicts  the  immune  system  white  blood  cells  cre- 

ated In  the  lymph  glands- Between  19M  and  1993  the  number  of 

cases  In  England  and  Wales  soared  from  JL300  to  J.DEO  a yenr.  an 
increase  of  40  per  cent,  according  to  findings  rele.Tw.nl  yesterday 
Researchers  say  evidence  is  growing  that  the  key  to  the  trend  Is 
ultraviolet  rays  from  the  sun.  If  they  are  right  foe  dangers  of 

staying  out  In  the  sun  are  double  what  had  been  thought. 

Ray  Cartwright  director  of  the  Leukanmia  Rerearch  Fund 
clinical  epidemiology  unit  at  Leeds  university’,  which  compiled 
the  findings,  said:  “The  really  startling  thing  is  that  NHL  is 

increasing,  year  on  year,  in  real  terms  by  roughly  5 per  cent.  If  H 
continues,  by  early  next  century  NHL  will  become  the  fourth 

commonest  cancer.” 

The  findings  come  from  file  biggest  study  of  Mood  cancer 
incidence  in  the  UK,  covering  27,000  cases  of  leukaemia,  lym- 
phoma, and  a number  of  similar  diseases  from  a population  base 
of  11  million- 


Boy  stabbed  at  school 

A 25-YEAR-OLD  BOY  was  airlifted  to  hospital  with  a kitchen 
knife  embedded  in  his  back  after  apparently  being  attacked  by  a 
fellow  pupil  at  school  police  in  Preston,  Lancashire,  saki  yester- 
day. The  attack  took  place  in  a corridor  at  Christ  tbe  King  Roman 
Catholic  high  school. 

Police  have  arrested  a boy.  also  aged  15,  who  is  being  ques- 
tioned atapollce  station  In  Preston,  and  are  interviewing  other 
pupils  to  determine  what  happened.  They  are  not  looking  for  any 
other  suspects.  The  Injured  boy  has  not  been  named.  He  was  taken 
to  the  Royal  Preston  hospital  by  police  helicopter,  attended  by  a 
doctor  on  board. 

Doctors  removed  the  knife— which  an  ambulance  spokesman 
said  was  about  three  inches  into  the  boy’s  body — before  he  was 
transferred  by  ambulance  to  Blackpool  Victoria  hospital,  where 
his  mother  Is  with  him.  His  life  was  not  believed  to  be  irv  danger, 
said  police. 


Train  firms  fined  £250,000 

FINES  of  £250.000  were  imposed  yesterday  on  the  train  operators 
by  the  rail  regulator,  John  Swift,  for  foiling  to  meet  targets  for 
improvement  to  their  telephone  inquiry  service.  A month  ago  he 
warned  them  he  would  fine  them  if  they  foiled  to  reach  a target  of 
answering  90  per  cent  of  calls  within  30  seconds,  but  they  only 
answered  85  per  cent 

Mr  Swift  said  further  fines  would  be  imposed  if  the  90  per  cent 
target  was  not  consistently  exceeded.  — Keith  Harper 


Historian  honoured 

SIR  Steven  Runciman,  the  historian  who  brought  foe  world  of 
Byzantium  to  life  for  thousands,  was  yesterday  awarded  the 
Onassis  prize  for  Culture  in  an  award  ceremony  in  Athens. 

Sir  Steven,  who  is  93,  was  one  of  four  laureates  to  receives 
biannual  Onassis  prize,  which  comes  with  a cheque  for  9250,000 
(about  £160400).  Eduard  Shevardnadze,  the  president  of  the 
Republic  ofGeorgia,  was  also  honoured.  — Helena  Smith 


Rebecca  Smllfiera 
and  Clare  Dyer 


“THE  Government  was  last 
I night  fine-tuning  its  plans 
to  take  control  of  schools  in 
Hackney,  east  London. 

Although  technically  It 
does  not  have  the  power  to 
wrest  control  from  a council’s 
education  department,  minis- 
ters believe  they  have  circum- 
vented thp  anomaly  by  telling 
Hackney's  education  chiefs 
that  they  have  no  choice  but 
to  agree  to  the  proposal.  The 
position  in  law  is  that  Hack- 
ney must  agree  if  an  emer- 
gency hit  squad,  such  as  a 
panel  of  experts  or  a board  of 
commissioners,  were  to  be 
imposed. 

Stephen  Byers,  the  schools 
standards  minister,  will  an- 
nounce the  unprecedented 
move  tomorrow  in  the  Gov- 
ernment’s response  to  a 
damning  report  by  the  chief 
inspector  for  schools,  Chris 
Woodhead,  on  the  running  of 
Hackney's  nine  secondary 
and  60  primary  schools. 

Mr  Byers  ordered  a team  of 
Ofcted  inspectors  into  the 
borough  in  June,  prompted 
by  concerns  about  poor  per- 
formance of  schools  and  of 
Hackney  Downs  in  particular. 

Yesterday  one  senior  offi- 
cial confirmed  that  the  coun- 
cil was  aware  of  the  severity 
of  the  situation,  and  the  need 
for  dramatic  action. 

• The  Commission  for  Racial 
Equality  confirmed  yesterday 
that  it  will  carry  out  a formal 
investigation  into  alleged  rac- 
ism after  Hackney  foiled  to 
produce  on  time  a report  into 
allegations  of  racial  discrimi- 
nation in  council  employment 
practices  over  the  previous 
three  years. 
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Blunkett 
crackdown 
on  truancy 
‘time  bomb’ 


A woman  looks  at  her  reflection  in  Inverse  Reverse  Perverse  by  Cerith  Wyn  Evans  ta  the  Sensation  show  at  the  Royal  Academy  in  London  which  opens  tomorrow  photograph:  mchaq.  srcpM&e 

Sensation  turns  ballyhoo  to  cash 


,s  s o C,7 . \ \ t-’:  ^3  jfoVkJiJS-Egy  / - * 
:*.v« 

Marcus  Harvey’s  portrait  of  child-killer  Myra  Hlndley, 
which — with  dissected  animals  by  Damien  Hirst — is  one  of 
the  show’s  mare  controversial  works  photograph:  alastair  grant 


Dan  Glaister  on  a controversial 
show  likely  to  solve  many  of  the 
Royal  Academy’s  financial  woes 


AFTER  months  or  bal- 
lyhoo in  the  media 
and  inside  the  Royal 
Academy  — topped 
off  by  a will-they- 
won't-they?  game  over  the 
showing  of  Marcus  Harvey's 
portrait  of  Myra  Hindley  — 
Sen— Hon,  an  exhibition  of 
the  work  of  young  British  art- 
ists from  the  Saatchi  Collec- 
tion. finally  opened  its  doors 
to  the  press  yesterday. 

When  it  opens  to  the  public 
tomorrow,  the  show  — from 
the  pickled  shark  that  greets 
visitors  to  the  giant  propeller 
suspended  in  a side  room  — 
represents  a unique  opportu- 
nity for  the  Royal  Academy  to 
break  out  of  the  financial 
doldrums. 

Contemporary  art,  and  par- 
ticularly the  young  British 
artists  so  beloved  of  the  col- 
lector and  advertiser  Charles 
Saatchi.  is  almost  guaranteed 
to  attract  huge  crowds.  With 
the  Royal  Academy  almost  £2 
million  in  debt,  and  showing 
a running  deficit  of  £715.000 
last  year.  Sensation  could  be 
the  answer  to  its  problems. 

Conservative  estimates  sug- 
gest that  during  the  three 
month  exhibition,  200,000  vis- 
itors will  pay  a top  admission 
price  of  £7  each. 

Although  it  would  have 
been  safer  for  the  academy  to 
go  for  the  Monet  factor  and 
mount  an  exhibition  of  Im- 


pressionists as  the  centre- 
piece of  its  autumn  pro- 
gramme, Sensation  offers  it 
most  of  the  advantages  of  the 
traditional  combined  with  the 
cachet  of  the  new. 

The  art  on  show  In  Sensa- 
tion comes  entirely  from  one 
collector,  thus  reducing  the 
costs  involved  in  transporting 
and  borrowing  pieces.  It  is.  as 
Norman  Rosenthal,  the  acade- 
my’s exhibitions  secretary 
has  said,  a very  cheap  show  to 
stage. 

More  importantly.  Sensa- 
tion goes  some  way  to  recon- 
ciling the  different  factions 
within  the  academy,  as  it  will 
find  support  both  from  those 
who  wish  to  cut  costs  and 
those  who  favour  increas- 
ingly daring  exhibitions. 

It  also  helps  to  return  an  air 
of  relevance  to  an  academy 
that  has  come  to  seem  in- 
creasingly remote.  Its  art 
teaching,  formerly  its  pri- 
mary function,  has  given  way 
to  its  role  as  a gallery.  But 
with  no  public  funding,  the 
academy  has  found  it  difficult 
to  keep  pace  with  the  national 
galleries  directly  subsidised 
by  government 

One  of  the  surprises  of  Sen- 
sation is  that  it  is  at  the  acad- 
emy rather  than  the  Tate, 
which  hosts  the  Turner  Prize, 
and  would  seem  to  be  a more 
natural  home  for  this  genera- 
tion of  artists.  However,  the 


Terror  group’s  acts  of  defiance 


John  Mullin  on  the  organisation 
believed  responsible  for  the 
bomb  attack  in  Northern  Ireland 


THE  Continuity  Army 
Council,  outlawed  in 
June  by  Mo  Mowlam, 
the  Northern  Ireland  Secre- 
tary, has  never  called  a cease- 
fire. It  haa  perhaps  30  activ- 
ists, mainly  disillusioned 
Provisionals,  in  south  Ar- 
magh, Fermanagh  and 
Tyrone. 

Car  or  van  bombs  are  the 
CAC’s  favourite  weapon.  Its 
most  serious  attack  was  on 
the  Protestant-owned  Kffly- 
hevlin  Hotel  In  Enniskillen, 
County  Fermanagh,  in  July 
last  year.  Others,  aimed  at 
Protestant-owned  hotels  or 
left  outside  Royal  Ulster  Con- 
stabulary stations,  have 
Bailed  to  explode. 

So  the  RUC  should  have  sev- 
eral  dues  to  yesterday’s  attack 
if  it  is  the  work  of  the  CAC, 
which  began  operating  Just  as 
the  first  ERA  ceasefire  came  to 
an  gnd  in  February  1996.  Every 


device,  says  the  RUC,  carries 
the  mark  of  its  maker. 

The  CAC  has  the  expertise 
to  make  and  plant  high  qual- 
ity devices,  but  although  they 
can  mount  spectacular  one-off 
attacks,  security  sources  be- 
lieve they  lack  die  manpower 
for  a sustained  campaign. 
Garda!  believe  the  CAC  is 
linked  to  Republican  Sinn 
Fein,  a hardline  political 
group.  Its  president,  Ruairi 
O’Bradaigh'  denies  any  link, 
as  Gerry  Adams  claims  Sinn 
Fein  and  the  IRA  are  distinct 
organisations. 

Mr  O'Bradaigh  maintains 
that  a liberation  movement 
will  retain  the  right  to  take 
up  arms  as  long  as  the  British 
stay  in  Ireland. 

Republican  Sinn  Fein  grew 
out  of  a split  from  main- 
stream Sinn.  Fein  in  1386.  It 
believed  Mr  Adams  sold  out 
by  recognising  the  Irish  gov- 


Ruairi  O'Bradaigh  . . . 
with  Sinn  Fein  denied 


link 


eminent,  which  represents  2fi 
of  the  32  counties  on  the 
Island.  It  is  furious  that  Sinn 
Fein  has  signed  up  to  the 
Mitchell  principles  of  democ- 
racy and  non-violence. 

Its  membership  has  boomed 
In  recent  months  as  it  tapped 
Into  a well  of  disaffection 
among  hardline  republicans 
as  the  all-party  talks  at  Stor- 


mont Castle  beckoned.  Al- 
though based  in  Dublin,  it  has 
recently  opened  offices  in  Bel- 
fast and  Derry. 

One  indication  of  the  link 
between  Republican  Sinn 
Fein  and  the  CAC  came  when 
one  of  the  party's  members, 
Michael  Hegarty.  was  jailed 
for  making  two  large  bombs 
in  County  Monaghan,  Just 
across  the  Irish  border.  In 
1994.  Hegarty.  a former  IRA 
member,  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  CAC.  Gardai  say. 

But  no  Unionist  was  pre- 
pared to  believe  yesterday's 
device  was  the  work  of  a 
group  wholly  separate  from 
the  IRA.  This  was  the  sixth 
bomb  to  hit  the  village  since 
the  troubles  started.  All  the 
others  were  IRA  devices. 

The  fifth,  planted  six  years 
ago.  was  also  made  up  of 
home-made  explosives  loaded 
into  a van.  It  too  was  left  out- 
side the  RUC  station. 

It  was,  said  David  Trimble, 
leader  of  the  Ulster  Unionists, 
unbelievable  that  a splinter 
group  could  carry  out  such  an 
attack  without  at  least  a nod 
from  local  IRA  commanders. 


In  Face,  Geiry  Conlon  has  found  a role  for  himself 
paradoxically  denied  him  in  the  biopic  made  of  his  life,  In 
The  Name  Of  The  Father.  He  is  still  bitter  about  the  film, 
which  transmogrified  him  from  cause  ceiebre  into  bona 
fide  celebrity  “I  felt  I was  included  out  of  everything.” 


ucoAc my  may  have  missed  a 
trick. 

Far  from  the  outlandish  ex- 
travagances of  some  recent 
major  exhibitions  — the 
Tate’s  “Cezanne-wich” 
springs  to  mind  — the  mer- 
chandising for  Sensation  is 
rather  tame,  offering  only 
conventional  items  such  as  T 
shirts,  badges,  postcards  and 
posters. 

Despite  the  warm  reception 
already  given  to  the  exhibi- 
tion by  some  critics,  the  acad- 
emy's wnugBmBnt  remained 
defensive  yesterday  over  the 
inclusion  of  the  portrait  of 
Moors  murderer.  Myra 
Hlndley. 

A shaken  Norman  Rosen- 
thal, who  was  sternly  criti- 
cised by  some  academicians 
last  week,  said  he  would  have 
considered  reigning  from  his 


post  if  the  painting  had  been 
dropped  from  the  exhibition. 

Both  he  and  the  academy’s 
secretary,  David  Gordon, 
accused  the  media  of  stirring 
up  the  outcry  over  the  inclu- 
sion of  the  painting,  and 
pointed  to  the  invitation  that 
had  been  extended  to  a group 
called  Mothers  Against  Mur- 
der and  Aggression. 

Outside  the  gallery,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  group  said 
that  their  protests  had  been 
entirely  their  own  doing,  and 
not  at  the  behest  of  the  media. 
Co-founder  Dee  Warner  said 
that  Winnie  Johnson,  the 
mother  of  one  of  Hindley  and 
Ian  Brady's  victims,  wanted 
to  come  to  the  exhibition  and 
rip  the  portrait  off  the  walL  In 
a written  statement,  Mrs 
Johnson  appealed  tor  the  pub- 
lic to  boycott  the  exhibition. 


Rebecca  Smftfwv* 
and  John  Carvel 


T 


| HE  Government  yes- 
terday launched  a £23 

mfflinn  crackdown  on 

truancy  as  it  embarked 
on  a drive  to  combat  social  ex- 
clusion and  unemployment 

Education  and  Employment 
Secretary  David  Blunkett 
warned  a London  conference 
of  teachers  that  the  “disen- 
gagement" of  thousands  of 
young  people  from  education 
was  a “ticking  rime  bomb" 
that  would  undermine  their 
chances  of  success  and  pres- 
ent problems  for  society  as  a 
whole. 

He  gave  details  of  a £21  mil- 
lion scheme  to  deal  with  poor 
attendance  and  behaviour  in 
schools,  with  £2  million  more 
going  into  the  programme 
next  year  to  give  children 
more  opportunities  for  work- 
related  learning. 

In  the  first  tranche,  bids  are 
to  he  invited  for  projects  to 
help  education  authorities 
and  schools  tackle  truancy,  to 
help  improve  provision  for 
excluded  pupils,  and  to  bring 
disaffected  14-  to  16-year-olds 
back  into  Learning. 

Last  month  the  Prime  Min- 
ister announced  the  forma- 
tion of  a special  unit  within 
the  Cabinet  — which  he  will 
also  dwir  — to  tackle  wnefai 
exclusion.  Run  on  a daffy 
basis  by  Robin  Young,  a 
senior  civil  servant  who 
worked  on  Lady  Thatcher's 
Qtfeted  Inner  cities  initia- 
tive, it  will  coordinate  policy 
development  and  existing 
programmes. 

Yesterday  Mr  Blunkett 
said:  "I  believe  education  lies 
at  the  heart  of  our  pro- 
gramme to  combat  social  ex- 
clusion. Education  is  crucial 
to  equity,  justice  and  fairness, 
as  well  as  to  the  development 
of  potential  and  the  fUH  use  of 
every  man  and  woman  in  the 
country." 

According  to  figures  from 
his  department  last  year  at 
primary  and  secondary 
schools  nearly  l million  pu- 
pils were  registered  as  being 
absent  for  half  a day  with  no 
good  reason. 

A recent  Audit  Commission 
report,  entitled  Misspent 
Youth,  also  indicated  that  65 
per  cent  of  school-age  offend- 
ers sentenced  in  court  had 
been  excluded  from  school  or 
were  persistent  truants. 


Mr  Blunkett  said  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  issuing 
guidance  to  all  schools  on  at- 
tendance, promoting  good 
practice  in  combating  tru- 
ancy, emphasising  parental 
responsibility  as  well  as  the 
role  of  local  authorities  and 
schools. 

“But  we  must  work  to  en- 
sure that  young  people  do  not 
get  turned  off  from  school," 
he  said.  “We  must  work  at 
ways  of  switching  them  on  to 
education.  Education  tailored 
to  the  needs  of  the  individual, 
which  shows  a clear  rele- 
vance to  the  real  world  of 
work,  can  be  the  key  to  the 
problem.” 

NASTJWT.  the  teachers’ 
union,  welcomed  measures  to 
redress  the  truancy  problem, 
but  said  consideration  needed 
to  be  given  to  problems  which 
could  be  created. 

Its  general  secretary.  Nigel 
de  Gruchy,  said:  “Teachers 
know  from  bitter  experience 
there  Is  no  point  in  trying  to 


‘Education  is  crucial 
to  the  lull  use  of 
every  man  and 
woman  in  Britain* 


force  truculent  teenagers  to 
stay  on  at  the  fag-end  of 
school  careers  they  them- 
selves see  as  unsuccessful 

“We  must  be  concerned 
with  the  truants  but  we  also 
have  to  look  after  the  inter- 
ests of  those  who  have 
worked  hard  and  spent  their 
school  careers  in  co-operation 
not  confrontation.”  Mr  de 
Gruchy  said. 

Meanwhile,  the  local  gov- 
ernment ombudsman  yester- 
day told  ministers  to  simplify 
the  rules  for  allocating  places 
in  popular  state  schools  to 
avoid  protests  from  parents 

alleging  maladministration 

Patricia  Thomas,  ombuds- 
man for  the  north  of  England, 
reported  a 50  per  cent  rise  in 
complaints  from  parents  ag- 
grieved at  the  handling  of 
their  appeals  against  refusal 
of  a place. 

“I  cannot  believe  it  right 
that  parents,  authorities,  gov- 
ernors and  appeal  committees 
should  have  to  wrestle  each 
year  with  such  a complex 
issue  to  so  little  benefit”,  she 
said. 
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News  in  brief 


Bhutto  denies  latest 
corruption  claims 

PAKISTAN'S  former  prime  minister  Benazir  Bhutto  yesterday 
rejected  government  charges  that  she  and  her  family  were 
involved  in  corruption. 

The  government’s  chief  corruption  Investigator,  Salfor  Rah- 
man, announced  on  Monday  that  the  Swiss  authorities  had 
frozen  Bhutto  family  accounts  and  those  Of  several  alleged  front 
companies  be  said  had  been  used  to  siphon  millions  of  dollars 
from  Pakistan  during  Ms  Bhutto's  1993-96  government 
Swiss  officials  declined  to  say  how  much  money  was  in- 
volved, but  Swiss  media  put  it  at  between  £30  million  and 
£50  million. 

“We  may  have  or  may  not  have  bank  accounts  [in  Switzer- 
land],  but  please  show  me  the  connection  between  criminal 
activities  and  any  assets  we  may  or  may  not  have,”  said  Ms 
Bhutto.  “I  do  not  say  we  don’t  have  assets,  but  we  have  not  got 

assets  during  the  times  when  I was  prime  minister.  We  have 
not  got  our  assets  through  illegal  means. 

“As  soon  as  I get  time  1 would  like  to  hire  a lawyer  to  find  out 

what  is  happening ...  But  first  I have  written  to  prime  minister 
Nawaz  Sharif  and  asked  him  to  give  me  what  evidence  he  had 
against  me,"  she  said.  — Reuter,  Karachi  and  Geneva. 


US  seeks  mines  compromise 

THE  United  States  yesterday  called  a 24-hour  break  at  the  Oslo 

conference  on  landmines  in  a last-ditch  bid  to  p erauarte  thffn 

100  countries  to  accept  a compromise  on  a global  ban. 

Washington  at  the  weekend  reversed  previous  opposition  to  a 
draft  treaty,  butlaid  down  a three-point  compromise  It  said  it 
would  need  before  agreeing  to  sign  a final  convention  in  Ottawa 
in  December. 

But  anti-mine  campaigners  attacked  the  postponement,  saying 
it  gave  Washington  one  more  day  to  “twist  arms". 

US  officials  said  on  Monday  that  Washington  had  offered  to 
sign  the  global  treaty  if  it  could  be  allowed  to  continue  using 

landmines  on  the  Korean  peninsula  for  nine  more  years.  Negotia- 
tors earlier  discussed  a two-year  phasing-in  period. 

In  addition,  the  DS  wants  exemption  for  its  “smart”  anti- 
personnel mines  that  protect  anti-tank  mines,  and  to  let  countries 
withdraw  from  the  treaty  if they  become  the  victims  of  aggres- 
sion. — Reuter,  Oslo. 


Moi  backed  amid  poll  threat 

KENYA’S  President  Daniel  arap  Moi  was  yesterday  endorsed 
unopposed  as  presidential  candidate  by  his  ruling  Kami  party — 
as  four  opposition  leaders  vowed  to  disrupt  this  year’s  elections. 

President  Moi,  aged  74  and  in  power  for  19  years,  received  the 

formal  endorsHnent  at  a special  Kanu  convention  in  Nairobi 
A few  hours  later  four  opposition  politicians — Kenneth 

MatflM,  Pawl  Miilte,  .T amps  Orangnanri  thg  Islamic  pnaarhor 

Sheikh  Khalid  Balala — pledged  to  disrupt  the  presidential  and 
parliamentary  elections  unless  Mr  Moi  enacted  constitutional 
reforms. 

They  tirid  a news  conference  the  reforms  must  include  the 
scrapping  of  the  Moi-appointed  electoral  commission,  fair  access 
to  state  media,  election  of  a president  by  over  50  per  cent  majority 
vote  and  repeal  of  oppressive  laws. — Reuter,  Nairobi. 


Cash  crisis  hits  record  plans 

PLANS  for  the  world’s  longest  bridge  and  the  tallest  tower  could 
be  shelved  as  Indonesia  tries  to  overcome  its  currency  crisis,  the 
government  said  yesterday. 

I^tstnamth  President  Suharto  approved  a plan  by  Indonesian 
and  Malaysian  business  groups  to  build  a 59  mile  bridge  across 
the  Straits  ^Malacca  between  the  Indonesian  island  of  Sumatra 
and  the  Malay  peninsula. 

A few  days  earlier  another  consortium  said  it  had  started  work 
on  a L830ft  tower,  to  be  known  as  Menara  Jakarta,  in  the  capital 
But  the  finance  minister,  Mariie  Muhammad,  cast  a shadow  on 
both  projects  and  a planned  bridge  between  Sumatra  and  Java 

yyhori  tw  annninvwi  wtfewmging  grroammant  «apgndltimnnts 
that  would  postpone  about  £700  rnillion  worth  worth  of  state 
projects.  — AP,  Jakarta. 


Ford  film  pulls  out  of  Israel 

PLANS  for  Harrison  Ford  to  shoot  a big-bndget  film  in  farad, 
about  the  horrors  of  war  have  been  scrapped  because  the  country 
is  perceived  as  too  dangerous. 

Zvi  Spielmann  oflsrafflm  Ltd,  the  Israeli  provider  of  produc- 
tion services  for  the  £80  million  Age  of  Aquarius,  said  yesterday 
that  the  producer,  Branko  Lustig,  had  called  him  to  say  they 
would  film  din  Morocco  instead. 

*Tbere  are  two  reasons.  Number  one,  also  to  Importance,  is  the 
feet  there  are  terrorist  axis  in  this  country.  The  second  is  no 
insurance  company  is  prepared  to  insure  the  production  because 
of  this  situation,"  Mr  Spielmgnn  said. 

Director  Phil  Alden  Robinson  had  been  due  to  visit  Israel  to 
make  plans  for  the  love  story,  set  in  war-torn  Yugoslavia.  Ford  is 
cast  as  a relief  worker.  — Rader,  Jerusalem 


Kashmir  peace  talks  begin 

THE  foreign  ministers  of  India  and  Pakistan,  divided  by  a long- 

afond tog  territorial  dispute  over  Kashmir,  yesterday  y 

crucial  round  of  talks  to  try  to  nudge  peace  efforts  forward. 

Shamahad  Ahmad,  Pakistan’s  foreign  secretary,  and  his  Indian 
counterpart,  K.  Raghunath,  will  meet  over  three  days  in  New 
Delhi. 

Since  1±ie  last  talks  in  Islamabad  in  June  the  two  countries  have 
l in  artillery  fire  across  the  Kashmir  border  and  trt-for-tat 
. — Reuter,  New  Delhi 


29  die  as  truck  overturns 

A TRUCK  ran  offa  road  and  overturned  in  a canal  north  of  Cairo 
yesterday  killing  29  children  aged  between  12  and  17  and  injuring 
54  others,  police  said. 

The  children  were  on  their  way  to  fields  surrounding  Kaft  el- 
Sheik,  74  mfles  north  of  the  Egyptian  capital,  where  they  were  to 
pick  cotton,  police  officials  said. 

The  truck  was  owned  by  the  agriculture  ministry  and  the  fields 
where  the  victims  were  to  work  are  government  owned,  said  a 
statement  from  the  interior  ministry. — AP,  Cairo. 


‘Nuclear9  barrels  lifted 


aw  'jjbghjjS 


Divers  prepare  to  lift  barrels  allegedly  containing 
radioactive  waste  from  the  seabed  for  Cogema  nuclear 
reprocessing  plant,  off  Cap  tie  la  Hague  on  the  French  coast 


81,000  pupils  caught  cheating 

MOKE  than  8I1)0Q  Nigerian  shiriwihlwwfiiilwilnpin  nnivtmr. 

stty  places  after  being  disqualified  for  cheating  In  entrance 
exams,  university  authorities  said. 

Atleast  one-fifth  of  the 376,000  students  who  registered  for  the 
exams  had  been  disqualified  after  being  caught  exchanging 
answers,  using  unauthorised  materials  or  allowing  others  to 
Impersonate  than  forthe  tests,  Professor  Bello  Salim,  registrar  of 
the  Joint  Admissions  and  Matriculatton  Rnarri,  said  in  t-agps  op 
Monday. 

A further  L500  students  were  disqualified  for  failing  to  fill  in 
the  personal  details  oq  their  forms  correctly.  — Reuter,  Tngps 


US  war  on  the  weeds 


Mexicans  ‘own  drug  crop 


Christopher  Reed 
in  Los  Angeles 


S THE  annual  can- 
nabis harvest  be- 
gins in  northern 
California,  evi- 
is  accumu- 
lating that  much  of  the  mpgai 
crop  Is  now  owned  by  Mexi- 
can drug  traffickers  — and 
violence  is  escalating. 

Some  10  years  ago,  growing 
“pot”  In  die  Golden  State’s 
“emerald  triangle’’  — the 
deeply  forested  counties  of 
Humboldt  Trinity  and  Men- 
docino — was  an  alternative 
lifestyle  venture  of  hippies 
and  disillusioned  urbanites. 

But  the  law  cracked  down 
in  quasi-military  operations, 
deploying  spotter  aircraft  and 
slashing  and  burning  the 
crop.  Prices  doubled  and 
some  growers  moved  indoors 
to  raise  the  plants  hydroponi- 


cally.  This,  too,  suffered  as 
agents  used  Infra-red  scan- 
ners to  identify  the  heat-pro- 
ducing lights  used  indoors. 

“It  was  inevitable  that  a 
criminal  element  would  move 
in  under  these  circum- 
stances,’’ said  Dr  Mark  Klei- 
nian, a drug-market  scholar 
at  the  University  of  Califor- 
nia’s public  policy  school 

Forecasts  he  made  in  the 
1980s  are  proving  correct 
today  — with  a vengeance. 

Drug  enforcement  officers  are 
finding  scores  of  cannabis  gar- 
dens, many  on  national  forest 
lands,  cultivated  by  illegal 
Mexican  immigrants.  The  gar- 
dens, on  cleared  areas  of  the 
forest  have  sophisticated  drip 
Irrigation  systems  powered  by 
portable  generators. 

Anti-drug  intelligence  has 
found  that  the  labourers  are 
financed  by  powerful  Mexi- 
can cartel  bosses,  who  al- 
ready earn  millions  of  pounds 


A deputy  sheriff  in  Humboldt  county,  California,  helps  cut 
down  marijuana  plants  during  a raid  photograph:  maheubda 


from  cocaine,  heroin  and 
“speed"  (methampbetamine). 

Their  move  to  United  States 
soil  is  an  ironic  example  of 
the  free  market  at  work. 
They  avoid  having  to  bribe 


Mexican  border  or  state.  offi- 
cials =* rid,  by  using  public  or 
commercially  owned  land,  es- 
cape the  US  penalty  of  having 
their  assets  confiscated. 

The  itinerant  Mexican  la- 


bourers own  very  little,  usu- 
ally carrying  nothing  more 
than  a bedroll,  enabling  them 
to  melt  into  the  forest  to  es- 
cape detection.  Even  when 
caught,  they  know  almost 
nothing  of  the  operation  — a 
stranger  in  a pick-up  truck  of- 
fered them  $200  (£130)  a week 
to  grow  plants  in  place  they 
had  never  visited  before. 

In  Mendocino  county.  Mexi- 
cans are  estimated  to  control 
more  than  80  per  cent  of  the 
;n»P*i  crop.  The  drug  traffick- 
ers sometimes  hire  pistoleros, 
and  shootings  have  risen  by  a 
quarter  in  the  past  five  years. 

Officers  at  the  Humboldt 
sheriff’s  department  wear 
body  armour  and  carry  Ruger 
AC566  machine  guns  which 
fire  750  bullets  a minute.  They 
have  helicopters  and  four- 
wheel  drive  vehicles. 

“We  are  a superior  force 
and  we're  not  afraid  of  these 
guys,”  Lieutenant  Steven  Co- 


bine said,  “if  It  escalates  the 
Mexicans  will  be  the  ultimate 
losers  because  we  are  better 
organised,  with  more  fire- 

®°Same  critics  fear  this  atti- 
tude may  lead  to  unnecessary 

Woodshed,  bill in  drug  en- 
forcement official  said: 
“These  people  from  Mexico 
are  a threat  because  they 
have  nothing  to  lose.  They  are 
more  violent  and  we  will 
therefore  continue  to  ask  for 
more  equipment,  including 
weapons." 

With  the  powerful*  top-qual- 
ity sin  semilia  (without  seeds) 
cannabis  fetching  $8.ooo 
(£5.000)  per  pound  in  weight 
on  the  street,  and  average 
cannabis  fetching  $4,000,  the 
stakes  are  dangerously  high. 
The  situation  has  provoked 
calls  for  the  legalisation  of 
cannabis,  but  proponents  feck 
a large  enough  constituency 
to  change  the  law. 


Clinton  toughens  tobacco  industry  penalties 


Martin  Kettle 
In  Washington 


IN  A significant  toughening 
of  the  government’s  stance 
against  smoking,  President 
Bill  Clinton  vQl  today  unveil 
a series  of  policies  on  tobacco 
industry  payments  and  penal- 
ties which  could  lead  to  an  In- 
crease of  about  $1.50  (90p)  on 
a packet  of  cigarettes  in  the 
United  States. 

The  measures  will  form 
part  of  the  White  House’s 
long-awaited  response  to  the 
tobacco  industry’s  proposed 
$368.5  billion  (£230  billion) 


THE  CaBftotnla  ranch  be- 
longing to  ihafomiarpiTBai- 
dont  Ranakl  Reagan  is  to  be 
preserved  as  a rational 
monument,  writes  Christopher 
Reed  in  Log  Angeles. 

Mr  Reagan,  who  is  86  and 
■iifleihm  finin  Alilialiiiwi's 
disease,  and  his  wife  Nancy 
put  tile  880-acre  spread  «g> 
for  sale  a year  ago  for 
$6  mlflloa(£3JB  minion),  but 
there  war  no  takers. 

Now,  In  a complicated  ar- 
rang  mi  mill  between  Con- 
pan  and  the  state  of  Cali- 
fornia, tfie  ranch  will 
become  public  property  for 
56  inTOon,  but  cost  Califor- 
nians nothing. 

El  Rancho  del  Cielo  (the 
farm  Hi  the  sky)  was  much 
loved  by  the  former  film  star 
and  president,  who  rode 
horses,  chopped  wood  and 
hosted  barbecues  on  the 
property  bought  for 
$827,000. 

But  the  ranch  Is  Inaccessi- 
ble— 29  mBes  north  of  Santa 
Barbara  up  a narrow  road  in 
the  Santa  Ynca  mountains. 
By  Hollywood  standards,  it 
Is  tbiy,  at  only  1,300  square 
feet. 

The  Queen's  1983 visit  to 
theranchwasdteastrous.lt 
rained  heavtiy  and  Mr 
Reagan  had  to  cancel  a 
planned  horse  ride.  They  ate 
refried  beans  and  other  Maa- 
ican  specialities,  which  the 
Queen  clearly  (fid  not  refish. 


settlement  with  a group  of  40 
states  which  had  sued  the  In- 
dustry for  the  cost  of  treating 
smoking-related  diseases. 

The  draft  deal  which  was 
signed  In  June,  covers  a 
range  of  issues  relating  to  the 
tobacco  industry  and  public 
health,  including  fines  on  cig- 
arette companies  if  youth 
smoking  rates  fall  to  decline 
quickly  enough. 

The  president's  willingness 
to  take  on  the  powerful  US 
tobacco  industry  reflects  a 
mounting  public  belief;  which 
is  strongly  reflected  in  Con- 
gress, that  the  cigarette  com- 
panies got  off  much  too 


lightly  in  the  June  deal  Crit- 
ics say  tobacco  industry  law- 
yers and  state  attorneys -gen- 
eral were  more  concerned  to 
make  a deal  which  defrayed 
their  own  costs  than  to  chan- 
nel sufficient  ftmds  into  com- 
pensation settlements  for  par 
dents  and  into  preventive 
measures. 

The  June  settlement  would 
have  raised  the  price  of  a 
packet  by  about  62  cents  — 
said  not  to  be  sufficient  to  de- 
ter teenagers.  Critics  also 
charged  that  the  fines  were 
not  a strong  enough  threat  to 
compel  companies  to  try  to 
prevent  underage  smoking. 


The  president  will  outline 
today  the  shape  of  the  legisla- 
tion that  he  wants  Congress 
to  adopt  next  year.  This 
means  that  there  is  now  no 
chance  that  the  countrywide 
settlement  will  pass  into  law 
this  year. 

The  terms  of  Mr  Clinton's 
announcement  were  con- 
firmed by  the  White  House 
spokesman.  Mike  McCurry, 
yesterday,  afler  a leak  In  the 
Wall  Street  Journal 

“We  need  to  take  a better 
look  at  the  question  of  penal- 
ties on  the  companies  If  they 
fen  to  meet  the  public  health 
-targets  that  should  be  part  of 


a national  public  health  strat- 
egy on  tobacco  use,"  he  said. 

President  Clinton  will 
praise  the  June  accord  as  a 
starting  point,  rather  than  en- 
dorsing it  as  a final  settle- 
ment He  is  expected  to  call  on 
Congress  to  strengthen  the 
dee)  by  giving  the  federal 
Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion tougher  regulatory  pow- 
ers over  tobacco  sales,  tight- 
ening the  planned  res  fric- 
tions on  tobacco  advertising 
and  display,  and  imposing 
tougher  penalties  on  tobacco 
companies  if  teenage  smoking 
reduction  targets  are  not  met 
within  10  years. 


He  will  also  call  for  powers 
to  ensure  more  comprehen- 
sive disclosure  of  secret  In- 
dustry documents  than  are 
required  In  the  settlement. 
Admissions  In  such  docu- 
ments played  a crucial  role  in 
compelling  the  industry  to 
seek  the  deal  with  the  plain- 
tiff states. 

The  June  settlement  be- 
tween the  states  and  the  In- 
dustry required  the  cigarette 
cnmpBnias  topay  $2  billion  a 
year  if  the  measures  in  the 
deal  felled  to  reduce  teenage 
smoking  by  30  per  cent  by  the 
year  2002  and  by  60  per  cent 
by  2007. 


Ronald  Reagan  displays  a cowboy  boot  forthe  cameras  after  signing  a tax  bill  at  his  ranch  near  Santa  Barbara,  California,  while  he  was  US  president 


EU  move  on  violence 
to  women  set  to  falter 


Stephen  Bates  In  Brussels 


THE  European  Parlia- 
ment yesterday  made  a 
concerted  attempt  to 
tackle  violence  against 
women  and  sexist  advertising 
by  calling  for  the  European 
Union's  15  member  states  to 
take  action  to  protect  millions 
of  women  believed  to  be  at- 
tacked each  year. 

The  MEPs  at  the  Stras- 
bourg Parliament  adopted 
calls  for  zero  tolerance  of  of- 
fenders found  guilty  of  rape, 
physical  abuse,  sexual  harass- 
ment pornography,  the  en- 
forcement of  prostitution  and 
genital  mutilation. 

But  the  demands  for  action 
on  violence  and  against  ad- 
vertising depicting  women  as 
sex  objects  are  likely  to  have 
limited  success.  Officials  and 
MEPs  concede  that  there  is 
virtually  no  scope  for  EU  co- 
ordinated action  In  such 
areas. 

With  some  studies  report- 
ing that  as  many  as  one  in 
four  women  are  violently  at- 
tacked each  year,  some 
women  MEPs  asserted  that 
the  total  could  run  into  mil- 
lions, although  the  figure  is 
notional  since  most  attacks 
remain  unreported. 

The  Swedish  MEP  Mari- 
anne Eriksson  said  that  in 
her  country,  widely  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  civilised  In 
the  EU,  there  was  widespread 
violence  against  women. 

“In  my  country  one  woman 
dies  every  10  days  because  of 


serious  abuse  by  a man  in  her 
immediate  fondly  or  a close 
acquaintance,”  she  said. 

The  MEPs  want  1999  to  be 
designated  a year  against  vio- 
lence towards  women.  The 
European  Commission  prom- 
ised the  equivalent  of  £2  mil- 
lion pounds  towards  a year 
against  violence,  with  some  of 
the  money  spent  on  projects 
to  help  abused  children. 

Sue  Waddington,  the 
Labour  MEP  for  Leicester, 
called  for  money  to  be  made 


‘In  Sweden  one 
woman  dies  every 
10  days  because 
of  serious  abuse’ 


available  to  support  and  pro- 
vide reftige  for  victims  of  vio- 
lence, to  improve  training  for 
judges  and  police,  and  for 
schools  to  educate  boys  not  to 
resort  to  violence. 

But  even  the  attempt  by  the 
Parliament  to  have  sexist  ad- 
vertising banned  appeared 
likely  to  run  into  the  sand 
yesterday,  as  the  Commission 
admitted  it  could  do  no  more 
than  appeal  to  advertisers  to 
adopt  a voluntary  code  of 
conduct 

The  Initiatives  to  improve 
women's  status  were  the  lat- 
est by  MEPs  this  week  to 
flounder  on  the  limits  of  the 
Parliament's  — and  Europe’s 
— powers.  Attempts  to  start 


debate  on  personal  privacy 
and  media  intrusion  after  the 
death  of  Diana.  Princess  of 
Wales,  have  also  shown  their 
limitations,  with  the  Commis- 
sion promising  only  to  carry 
out  a comparative  study  of 
member  states'  privacy  stat- 
utes. That,  too,  remains  an 
area  where  national  legisla- 
tion rules. 

A report  proposing  the  out- 
lawing of  sexist  advertising 
claimed  it  stereotyped  women 
In  subservient  and  dependent 
roles,  and  it  called  for  statu- 
tory measures  to  ban  pornog- 
raphy and  the  advertising  of 
pornographic  materials. 

Advertising  styles  vary 
widely  across  member  states, 
with  the  sort  of  adverts 
phased  out  in  Britain  20  years 
ago  still  prevalent  particu- 
larly in  southern  European 
countries. 

Revealing  how  much  he 
still  had  to  learn,  the  MEP 
Giacomo  Santini,  a former 
sports  presenter  who  Is  a 
member  of  the  media  tycoon 
Silvio  Berlusconi’s  rightwing 
Forza  Italia  group,  told  the 
Parliament:  “Beautiful,  in  tel- 
it  women  will  always  get 

A '* 


Mr  Santini  claimed  adver- 
tising was  just  as  hard  on 
men,  portraying  them  as 
stupid  and  passive,  reduced  to 
a gibbering  heap  “as  soon  as  a 
bit  of  flesh  is  dangled  In  front 
of  them".  He  claimed  their 
masculinity  was  threatened 
by  Images  of  ostentatious, 
muscular  women  or  “androg- 
enous types”. 


Lille  workers  left  shaken 
by  vibrating  Euro-tower 


Alex  Duval  Smith  In  Parte 


Seismologists  and 

supematuralists  were 
united  in  confusion 
yesterday  about  bizarre  vi- 
brations which,  for  the 
second  day  running,  forced 
about  3,000  people  to  be 
evacuated  from  an  office 
and  shopping  complex  in 
UUe. 

Scientists  and  building 
engineers  in  the  northern 
French  city  ruled  out  seis- 
mic activity  or  subsidence. 
But  they  said  they  would 
remain  In  the  11-storey 
Eurocity  tower  until  tomor- 
row in  an  attempt  to  trace 
the  source  of  vibrations 
first  felt  by  a cleaner  on 
Monday. 

The  mayor  of  Lille,  Pierre 
Mauroy,  ordered  300  Euro- 
city office  workers  to  be 
relocated  to  hotels  and 
closed  moat  of  the  ground- 
level  Euralille  shopping 
complex,  which  includes 
supermarkets  and  a sports 
shop. 

The  vibrations  are  felt  be- 
tween the  third  and 
seventh  floors  of  the  Euro- 
city  tower.  “They  do  not 
register  on  scientific  in- 
struments but  office  work- 
ers say  their  desks  have 
moved  and  computer 
screens  have  cone  hay- 
wire,4* a spokeswoman  for 
the  city  hall  said. 

The  city  authorities  had 
received  offers  of  assis- 
tance from  '‘various  ex- 


traordinary sources’*  but 
would  rely  on  building  en- 
gineers for  the  time  being, 
she  said. 

The  Eurocity  tower,  one 
of  three  glass -and- steel 
buildings  at  Euralille  in  the 
heart  of  the  city,  vibrated 
“for  several  minirtes”  early 
on  Monday  and  again  In  the 
afternoon. 

After  yesterday' morn- 


ing's vibrations,  police  offi- 
cers evacuated  the  entire 
office  and  shopping 
complex. 

“It  seems  that  something 
in  the  building  — a lift  for 
example  — Is  emitting  a fre- 
quency which  the  building 
itself  Is  picking  up  and  am- 
plifying. It  could  take  ages 
to  trace,”  the  spokeswoman 
said. 
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India  counts 
the  human 
cost  after 
week  of 
disasters 


fiPECTACQLAB  flames 
^wrise  from  an  oil  refinery 
in  the  south-east  Indian  port 
ofyisakhapatnamaftera 
blast  which  IdUed  at  least  37. 

Hie  blaze  was  still  raging 
40  hoars  after  an  explosion 
at  the  state-nm  Hindustan 
Petroleum  refinery  on 
Sunday.  About  20  people 


have  been  admitted  to 
hospital  in  critical  condition 
with  severe  bums. 

Meanwhile,  up  to  15 
people  were  feared  trapped 
in  debris  yesterday  after 
part  of  a seven-storey  office 
block  collapsed  in  Bombay, 
killing  at  least  two. 
Authorities  said  26  were 


injured  when  parts  of  three 
upper  floors  crumbled. 

Police  In  Bhopal  said 
yesterday  that  81  people  died 
in  a train  accident  an 
Sunday  near  Champa  In 
Madhya  Pradesh  state.  Fire 
carriages  plunged  from  a 
bridge  on  to  a dry 
riverbed.  — Agencies. 


Vietnam  blames  officialdom 
for  unrest  and  ‘moral  decline’ 


Adrian  Edwards  in  Hanoi 


VIETNAM’S  official  army 
newspaper  yesterday 
Issued  a flank  report  on 
10  years  of  unrest  and  moral 
decline  in  central  areas,  blam- 
ing inept  officialdom  and  the 
market  economy. 

A lengthy  editorial  In  the 
Quan  Doi  Nban  Dan  daily  of- 
fered a rare  glimpse  through 
the  veil  of  secrecy  that  sur- 
rounds scores  of  vaguely 
reported  incidents  since  the 
late  1980s  In  an  area  consid- 


ered the  cradle  of  Vietnam’s 
revolution. 

It  catalogued  problems 
across  a region,  “Military 
Zone  Four",  extending  from 
central  Quang  Blnh  province 
to  Thanh  Hoa  in  the  north.  It 
called  for  decisive  action  to 
bolster  grass-roots  ideological 
controls  and  lift  public  confi- 
dence in  a “morally  upright" 
government 

“Together  with  making 
clear  to  the  people  the  mis- 
takes and  wrongdoings  of 
party  units,  authorities,  cad- 
res and  party  members,  we 
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should  quickly  expose  and 
make  ineffective  persons  who 
have  caused  disorder  and  in- 
cited people."  the  editorial 
said. 

The  newspaper  wrote  at 
length  about  issues  ranging 
from  corruption  among  offi- 
cials Communist  Party 
members  to  the  re-emergence 
of  historical  feuds  between 
families  and  localities,  as 
well  as  increasing  social 
vices. 

It  wrote  of  “growing  discon- 
tent”, “complex  situations" 
and  “political  instability’’, 
and  said  traditional  moral 
standards  had  been  allowed  to 
fall. 

"During  the  reform  pro- 
cess, when  the  negative  side 
of  the  market  economy  has 
penetrated  all  Gelds  of  life,  all 
comers  of  rural  and  urban 
areas,  many  complicated  inci- 
dents occurred  in  the  area  of 
Military  Zone  Four,  including 
some  which  were  serious,”  it 
said. 

The  editorial  described  a 
series  of  incidents,  some  of 
which  it  said  were  the  work 


of  "hostile  forces”  intent  on 
“peaceful  evolution”  — terms 
Hanoi  routinely  uses  for 
groups  seeking  to  undermine 
its  control  It  said  officials 
had  in  many  cases  failed  to 
respond  adequately  to  popu- 
lar concerns. 

The  military  newspaper’s 
report  follows  widespread  un- 
rest over  corruption  in  north- 
ern Thai  Bind  province,  a 
coastal  rice-growing  area  to 
the  south-east  of  the  capitaL 

It  also  comes  before  a criti- 
cal top-level  decision  on  the 
appointment  this  week  of  suc- 
cessors to  President  Le  Due 
Anh,  an  army  general,  and 
the  prime  minister,  Vo  Van 
KJet,  both  of  whom  are  step- 
ping down. 

The  report  spoke  of  the 
troubles  as  a lesson  for  Viet- 
nam that  indicated  the  need 
for  an  officialdom  seen  to  be 
morally  upright  and  strong 
by  the  public. 

It  said  that  while  many  of 
the  incidents  of  the  past  10 
years  had  been  dealt  with, 
others  were  still  being 
resolved.  — Reuter. 


RELAX 

Saga’s  got  it  covered 

If  you  are  aged  50  or  over,  you  could 
protect  your  home  and  contents  for 
less  with  Saga  Home  Insurance, 

Saga  Home  Insurance 
can  offer  you  genuine 
savings  over  other 
policies  while  giving 
you  cover  that  fully 
protects  your  home  and 
possessions.  Combined 
with  first  rate  claims 
and  customer  service,  it 
is  no  wonder  that  almost 
400,000  people  insure 
their  homes  with  us. 

Call  us  FREE  today. 


For  a free  no  obligation 
quote  simply  call  us 
with  all  relevant  details, 
on  the  number  below. 

Saga  Price  Promise 
For  New  Customers 

If  you  find  another 
co m arable  policy  at  a 
lower  price  within  2 
months  of  taking  out 
Saga  Home  Insurance, 
we  will  refund  you  the 
difference. 


0800  414  525 

Quoting  reference 
GU9706 


INSURANCE  SERVICES 


Lines  open  Monday  to  Friday  8 JOam  - 7pra, 
Saturday  9am  - Ipm 

Sagi  Inamscs  Scrrieo  wonld  Eke  u*  10  iffld  joa  bfornwioo  atom  levies  provided  bjr 
wto  S«g>  ecirpwirt  my  p»«  daaib  to  dwt  eanparia  m gable  then  to  do  to- 


\* 


WORLD  NEWS  7 


Party  rejects  samizdat 
plea  on  Tiananmen 


Andrew  Hfgglns  In  BeQing 


CHINESE  authorities, 
rattied  by  a samizdat 
plea  for  reassess- 
ment of  the  1989 
Tiananmen  protests  bearing 
the  name  of  the  purged  leader 
Zhao  Ziyang,  yesterday  barri- 
caded the  Communist  Party 

Congress  and  ruled  out  any 
lifting  of  the  stigma  of 
“counter-revolution”  at- 
tached to  the  pro-democracy 

movement. 

Eager  to  end  speculation  on 
A taboo  issue  that  risked  up- 
setting the  choreographed 
harmony  of  the  congress  — 
only  the  15th  since  the  found- 
ing of  the  party  in  1921  — the 
justice  minister.  Xiao  Yang, 
said:  '"The  party  and  govern- 
ment handled  the  Incident 
correctly  and  the  unrest  that 
occurred  in  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1989,  thus  ensur- 
ing the  longterm  stability  of 
China.” 

The  rejection  of  any 
rethink  upholds  the  most  con- 
troversial legacy  of  China’s 
late  paramount  leader,  Deng 
Xiaoping,  who  died  In  Febru- 
ary. aged  92. 

In  a further  affirmation  of 
the  party’s  unbending  stance 


on  Tiananmen,  Mr  Xiao 
rejected  appeals  for  the 
release  of  the  former  protest 
tp-adgr  Wang  Dan  on  medical 
grounds.  He  insisted  Waughs 
health  was  fine,  though  his 
femfly  say  he  is  ilL 
China’s  rigidly  controlled, 
propaganda  apparatus  has 
presented  the  party  congress 
as  the  most  open  in  history, 
while  Imposing  a complete 
blackout  on  any  subject  relat- 

the  party’s  verdict  on  Tianan- 
men. The  text  was  published 
in  Hong  Kong  and  Taiwan 
newspapers,  and  faxed  copies 
have  been  circulating  in  the 
Chinese  capitaL 
The  orthodox  view  since  Mr 
Zhao,  now  aged  77,  was  forced 
out  and  hundred s of  people 

were  killed  in  a military  as- 
sault on  June  4 1989,  holds 
that  seven  weds  of  student- 
led  protests  constituted  a can- 

Propaganda  has  presented  the  Beijing 
congress  as  the  most  open  ever  while 
imposing  a blackout  on  the  1 989  protests 

ing  to  the  Tiananmen 
massacre. 

The  death  of  Deng,  who 
took  the  ultimate  decision  to. 
use  force  in  1989.  should  have 
removed  a key  obstacle  to  any 
re-evaluation,  but  the  issue 
Clearly  remains  far  too  sensi- 
tive for  President  Jiang  Ze- 
min, who  owes  his  position  to 
a crackdown  opposed  by  his 
predecessor,  Mr  Zhao. 

Beijing  Is  abuzz  over  a 
three-page  printed  letter  car- 
rying Mr  Zhao’s  name  and 
railing  for  a re-evaluation  of 

spiracy  aimed  at  toppling 
Communist  Party  rule. 

While  the  veracity  of  the 
letter  cannot  be  confirmed,  it 
has  opened  a deep  wound- 
The  party  bans  aU  discussion 
of  the  1989  WTifngg  and  the 
fate  of  Mr  Zhao,  last  shown  by 
the  media  making  a tearful 
address  to  students  in  Tianan- 
men Square. 

The  justice  minister  also 
defended  China's  widespread 
use  of  the  death  penalty,  say- 
ing there  were  “very  strict 
limitations”  on  executions. 

Amnesty  international  says 
China  executed  more  than 
4£00  people  last  year,  far 
more  all  other  countries 
put  together. 

But  be  did  not  rule  out 
clemency  for  China’s  best- 


known  dissident,  Wei  Jing- 
sheng. There  has  been  specu- 
lation that  Wei  or  another 
prominent  dissident  might  be 
freed  mi  the  pretext  of  medi- 
cal parole  before  Mr  Jiang 
travels  to  Washington  next 
month  for  a summit  with 
President  Bill  Clinton. 

The  congress  was  preceded 
by  wrangling  over  the  future 
at  two  architects  of  the  1989 
massacre  — the  premier,  Li 
Peng,  and  the  disgraced  Beij- 
ing mayor,  Chen  Xitong.  Chi- 
na's constitution  demands 
that  Mr  Li  step  down  at  the 
end  of  his  second  term  early 
next  year,  and  he  has  been 
flghtrng  for  a job  that  would 


keep  him  at  the  summit  of 
power. 

Mr  Chen,  author  of  the  gov- 
ernment’s official  report  on 
the  crisis,  was  purged  from 
the  pdilburo  two  years  ago 
after  a corruption  awmHai. 
The  party  announced  last 
week  that  he  bad  been  ex- 
pelled from  its  ranks  and 
arrested. 


Writer’s  wrath  skewers  China’s  elite 


The  runaway  success  of  a banned  novel 
about  a corrupt  party  chief  shows  the  gap 
between  leaders’  self-image  and  the  view 
on  the  street,  writes  Seth  Faison  in  Beijing 


IN  THE  midst  of  China’s 
political  season,  the  hot- 
test book  in  the  capital  is 
a juicy  novel  of  political  in- 
trigue, sex  and  murder. 

Yet  what  appeals  to  most 
readers  Is  not  the  lively 
narrative  about  a Beijing 
party  chief  with  millions  of 
poands  and  many  mis- 
tresses. Rather,  fascination 
lies  in  its  remarkable 
resemblance  to  a real  case 
that  struck  at  the  heart  of 
China's  leadership. 

As  with  Primary  Colors, 
which  described  with  veri- 
similitude the  1992  presi- 
dential campaign  of  a Dem- 
ocrat from  Arkansas  — 
readers  have  little  trouble 
identifying  the  main  play- 
ers In  the  real  scandal  that 
parallels  the  book. 

The  best  evidence  that 


reality  is  mirrored  by  the 
The  Wrath  of  Heaven  may 
be  the  authorities’  ban  on 
its  distribution  in  Beijing. 

As  delegates  to  the  15th 
Communist  Party  Congress 
met  In  Beijing’s  Great  Hall 
of  the  People  to  praise  their 
leaders  on  Sunday,  the 
book  depicting  them  In  an 
entirely  different  light  was 
available  at  many  book- 
stalls — a sign  of  bow  much 
lies  beyond  those  leaders’ 
control  in  modern  China. 

“These  copies  are  all  pi- 
rated,” said  a bookseller  at 
a stall,  after  fetching  a copy 
he  had  hidden.  “I  leel  bad 
for  the  author.  Such  a suc- 
cessful book,  and  he’s  not 
making  any  money.” 

Those  looking  for  clues 
about  the  post-Deng  Xiao- 
ping era  might  look  past 


the  party  congress  with  its 
plans  for  economic  reform, 
and  focus  instead  on  the 
phenomenon  of  this  book. 

It  reflects  the  widening 
gap  between  the  official 
version  of  an  honourable 
leadership  and  the  popular 
view  of  It  as  a self-selected 
cabal  of  greedy,  power- 
grabbing men  whose  lives 
are  far  removed  from  those 
of  ordinary  folk. 

The  way  it  was  published 
by  a state-owned  outfit,  and 
then  widely  pirated  and 
semi-openly  hawked  after 
it  was  banned,  shows  how 
what  is  permitted  In  China 
is  often  determined  by  a 
mixture  of  surging  market 
demand  and  official  inepti- 
tude and  confusion. 

Not  long  ago,  politically 
sensitive  articles  and  books 
were  usually  the  work  of 
behind-the-scenes  power 
plays,  with  one  leader  or 
faction  trying  to  discredit 
another.  Yet  today,  many 
Beijing  writers  agree  that 
the  publication  of  The 
Wrath  of  Heaven  was 
driven  less  by  politics  than 


by  a desire  to  make  money. 

To  most  people  who  fol- 
low politics  In  Beijing,  the 
book’s  appeal  lies  mainly  in 
how  it  captures  life  among 
the  senior  leaders. 

“It’s  the  first  book  to  de- 
scribe the  extensive  corrup- 
tion by  a senior  leader  — 
the  tninimw  of  pounds,  the 
endless  stream  of  women,” 
a writer  In  Beijing  said.  “It 
also  pierces  the  myth  that 
corruption  in  China  is  one 
or  two  bad  eggs.  It’s  actu- 
ally a problem  that  cuts 
right  through  the 
leadership.” 

The  author  used  the 
pseudonym  Fang  Wen.  and 
there  was  wide  speculation 
that  the  book  had  been 
written  by  an  official  with 
access  to  internal  reports. 
But  several  writers  say  the 
real  author  is  Chen  Fang, 
who  had  written  several 
unsuccessful  novels. 

Last  week,  the  authorities 
said  the  former  Beijing 
party  chief  in  the  real  case, 
Chen  Xitong,  would  face 
prosecution  on  corruption 
charges.  — New  York  Tlmes- 
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Deaths  waiting  to  happen 

The  message  that  speed  kills  needs  spelling  out 


THE  GOVERNMENT  is  absolutely 
right  to  push  ahead  with  its  blunt  anti- 
speeding  campaign.  Far  from  causing 
distress  in  the  wake  of  Princess  Diana’s 
death,  it  is  just  the  sort  of  campaign  of 
which  she  would  have  thoroughly  ap- 
proved. Britain  has  been  highly  suc- 
cessful compared  with  Continental 
countries  in  reducing  deaths  from  road 
accidents.  They  have  fallen  from  5,600 
15  years  ago  to  3,598  last  year.  This  is  a 
very  good  record  but  not  good  enough 
because  there  is  huge  scope  for  reduc- 
ing still  further  this  most  avoidable 
cause  of  death.  Speed  is  not  the  only 
cause.  Drinking  and  driving  (notwith- 
standing the  progress  made  in  making 
it  socially  unacceptable)  remains  a 
major  cause  of  fatal  road  accidents.  To 
this  must  be  added  several  other  causes 
for  which  statistics  are  not  so  readily 
available:  drugs,  fatigue  and  the  use  of 
mobile  phones  while  driving. 

Official  statistics  released  yesterday 
showed  that  drugs  — particularly  can- 
nabis — were  present  in  a quarter  of  all 
road  accidents.  Statistics  for  fatigue, 
when  drivers  fall  asleep  at  the  wheel, 
even  if  only  momentarily,  are  of  their 
nature  more  difficult  to  assemble  but  it 
is  emerging  as  a serious  cause  of  acci- 
dents. There  is  no  specific  crime  relat- 
ing to  the  use  of  a mobile  phone  while 
driving  (apart  from  the  catch-all  "driv- 
ing without  due  care  and  attention") 
but  there  ought  to  be.  Current  research 
shows  that  phoning  while  driving 
greatly  increases  the  chance  of  an  acci- 
dent even  when  the  phone  is  of  the 
hands-off  variety.  It  is  the  mental  con- 
centration needed  to  listen  and  speak 
that  is  so  dangerous. 

Speed  not  only  causes  fatalities  itself 
but  greatly  increases  the  chances  of 
death  when  drink,  drugs  or  mobile 
phones  are  involved  as  well  Speed 
cameras  have  been  shown  to  reduce 
accidents  by  28  per  coat  yet  the  police 
have  been  forced  to  cut  back  on  them 


for  the  ludicrous  reason  that  they  are 
forced  to  pay  for  most  of  the  cost  of 
maintaining  them  out  of  their  own 
cash-limited  budgets  — while  local  au- 
thorities pocket  all  the  fines  they  gener- 
ate. Speed  is  also  a big  factor  in  the  one 
area  where  Britain  hasn’t  made  posi- 
tive strides  in  recent  years  — child 
deaths.  A total  of  132  child  pedestrians 
were  killed  on  the  roads  in  1995,  one  of 
the  worst  child  fatality  rates  in  Europe. 
There  bag  been  a fan  in  child  deaths  in 
recent  years  but,  sadly,  that  is  a sign 
not  that  roads  are  getting  safer  but  that 
they  are  getting  more  dangerous.  Dur- 
ing the  last  20  years,  the  proportion  of 
seven  to  eight-year-olds  allowed  to 
travel  to  school  without  adult  supervi- 
sion has  fallen  from  80  per  cent  to  less 
than  10  per  cent 

Yesterday,  Baroness  Hayman,  the 
road  safety  minister,  said  that  research 
showed  that  while  nine  out  of  ten  pedes- 
trians hit  by  vehicles  travelling  at 
20mph  survived,  nine  out  of  ten  hit  at 
40mph  were  killed.  This  supports  rea- 
search  done  by  the  Transport  Research 
Laboratory,  showing  that  road  acci- 
dents involving  schoolchildren  have 
been  cut  by  67  per  cent  at  200  of  the  20- 
mile-an-hour  traffic  calming  sites  that 
the  TRL  has  been  monitoring.  The 
20mph  areas  reduced  average  speeds  by 
9-3mph  and  encouraged  more  parents  to 
allow  their  children  to  cycle  to  work. 

In  these  circumstances  the  Govern- 
ment’s £3.7  million  Kill-Your-Speed 
campaign  is  likely  to  prove  a highly 
cost-effective  way  of  reducing  unneces- 
sary deaths.  The  fact  that  the  campign 
will  include  home  videos  of  children 
before  they  were  needlessly  killed  by 
speeding  motorists  is  bound  to  prove 
controversial  But  if  it  succeeds  in 
bringing  home  to  ordinary  people  the 
consequences  of  their  actions  when 
they  , drive  faster  than  the  law  de- 
mands, then  it  will  be  completely 
justified. 


The  price  of  a prime  minister 

Mr  Blair  was  right  to  downsize  the  scale  of  his  increase 


THERE  IS  no  doubt  that  by  any  normal 
commercial  criterion  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter deserves  every  penny  of  the  £143,860 
salary  that  an  independent  review  body 
recommended  for  him.  It  is  equally 
certain,  however,  that  he  was  right  to 
turn  down  the  bulk  of  the  £41,443  in- 
crease to  which  he  is  entitled  this  year. 
Politics  is  different  It  is  true  that  if  he 
had  taken  his  increase  Mr  Blair  would 
have  been  doing  no  more  than  most  top 
businessmen  have  been  doing  for  years 
— insisting  on  low  pay  rises  for  their 
employees  while  accepting  large  rises 
for  themselves.  The  business  model  — 
in  which  large  self-perpetuating  in- 
creases are  awarded  by  remuneration 
committees  of  non-executive  directors 
thereby  setting  the  parameters  for  their 
own  awards  at  a later  stage  — is  not  a 
solution  but  a problem  needing  to  be 
tackled. 

Politicians  operate  in  the  public  sec- 
tor where  they  have  set  demanding  pay 
limits  — of  only  three  per  cent  a year  — 
from  which  they  themselves  cannot 
expect  exemption.  Nor  is  there  any 
obvious  need  arising  from  “market  con- 
ditions" to  raise  ministerial  salaries 
substantially.  There  are  always  hun- 
dreds of  applications  for  every  vacancy 
at  a byelection  including  bankers  and 
businessmen.  The  most  recent  top  busi- 
nessman to  move  from  private  to  public 
sector  — Lord  Simon  of  BP  — seemed 
happy  to  take  a substantial  pay  cut 

The  Labour  Party  while  in  opposition 
rightly  attacked  the  fat  cat  syndrome  of 
the  privatised  utilities  so  it  should  be 


unsurprised  if  people  expect  it  to  adopt 
a bit  of  old-fashioned  leadership  in  the 
matter  of  ministerial  salaries.  Of  course 
they  “deserve”  more  in  exactly  the 
same  sense  that  nurses  and  teachers 
whose  remuneration  is  held  back  partly 
because  there  isn’t  enough  cash  to  go 
around  and  partly  as  an  example  to  the 
private  sector.  One  of  the  tasks  of  a 
stakeholding  government  is  to  stop  the 
widening  pay  differentials  in  society 
rather  than  to  embrace  them. 

On  any  normal  payment-by-results 
system,  the  Prime  Minister  would  de- 
serve an  increase  as  he  has  thrown 
himself  with  courage  and  vigour  into  a 
programme  of  radical  reform.  But  it  is 
right  that  any  increase  he  gets  should 
come  slowly  and  in  stages  if  only  be- 
cause of  the  moral  authority  he  would 
lose  from  trying  to  justify  an  increase 
so  far  ahead  of  those  whom  Labour 
seeks  to  energise  and  motivate.  There 
may  come  a time  when  we  adopt  a 
Singap  ore-style  system  in  which  the 
salaries  of  ministers  are  deliberately 
raised  to  levels  comparable  to  the  pri- 
vate sector  so  recruitment  is  eased  and 
the  temptation  to  act  corruptly  mini- 
mised. But  it  hasn’t  happened  yet 
Meanwhile  if  politicians  in  general 
want  to  justify  higher  salaries  they 
could  start  by  looking  critically  at  their 
own  long  holidays  and  the  abundance  of 
MPs  in  the  House.  Even  the  three  per 
cent  increases  agreed  for  most  of  the 
public  sector  have  to  be  justified  by 
productivity  increases.  Should  MPs  be 
any  different? 


Sensation  at  the  Royal  Academy 

But  artistic  shocks  can  mature  with  the  passage  of  time 


ACADEMICIANS  may  not  be  natural 
democrats,  but  last  week's  vote  at  the 
Royal  Academy  — 26  to  19  — was  a 
reasonable  margin.  If  Myra  Hindley’s 
portrait  in  the  Sensation  exhibition 
which  opens  today  had  not  been  the 
issue,  that  would  have  been  enough. 
The  picture  does  cause  distress  (fanned 
by  media  coverage)  to  some  of  the 
victims’  relatives.  It  is  a difficult  ques- 
tion of  judgment  but  in  the  end  art  can 
no  more  be  arbitrated  in  this  way  than 
justice  can  be  decided. 

The  other  lightning  conductor  in  this 
exhibition  of  “young  British  artists 
from  the  Saatchi  Collection”  is  the 
Chapman  brothers’  mutated  fibreglass 
children  — which  substitutes  penises 
for  noses  and  anuses  for  mouths.  Nor- 
man Rosenthal,  the  RA’s  exhibition 
director,  makes  the  familiar  point  that 
art  can  become  comfortable  with  the 
passage  of  time.  We  have  no  idea 
whether  the  Chapman  brothers  will 


become  as  familiar  one  day  as  Hieron- 
ymus Bosdh,  but  they  are  dealing  in 
much  the  same  disturbing  Images. 

The  publicity  aroused  by  Sensation 
will  not  harm  the  RA  which  last  year 
ran  a deficit  of  three-quarters  of  a 
million  pounds.  In  an  entrepreneurial 
age,  it  can  hardly  be  blamed  for  think- 
ing of  its  bank  balance  — though  it 
might  have  been  less  unctuous  in  its 
praise  for  Charles  Saatchi  who  should 
do  very  well  out  of  it  too.  There  will  be 
no  dissent  over  the  RA’s  next  exhibi- 
tion: Art  Treasures  of  England.  There 
will  be  none  of  the  same  excitement 
either.  The  RA’s  president  says  the  two 
exhibitions  are  two  sides  of  the  sarma 
coin.  If  so  they  are  as  different  as  a new 
50p  piece  from  a George  HI  crown.  But 
art  is  a living  organism  which  dies 
without  invention.  There  is  no  shortage 
of  invention  among  the  other  pictures 
at  the  RA  We  shall  have  to  wait  and  see 
how  much  of  it  stands  the  test  of  time. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Rock,  royals, 
and  rape 


Ours  is  not  a happy  lot 


The  information 
society 


I MOST  correct  a few  errors 
in  your  report  of  the  Jimi 
Hendrix  Blue  Plaque  unveil- 
ing ceremony  (Hendrix  joins 
the  Handel  blue  plaque  band, 
September  19.  A1  Hendrix  (Ji- 
mi’s  father)  had  been  Invited 
to  the  ceremony  by  myself 
personally  and  by  English 
Heritage  as  far  back  as  May  of 
this  year.  The  Heudrix  family 
were  gi  ven  ample  opportunity 
to  attend.  Sadly,  because 
same  members  of  the  family 
disagreed  with  the  arrange- 
ments, they  chose  not  to  be 
represented  at  the  ceremony 
by  AL  Nevertheless,  L and  Ji- 
mi’s  other  London  friends, 
hope  that  in  the  future  the 
Hendrix  family  win  cooper- 
ate with  us  to  commemorate 
his  life  and  work  in  a digni- 
fied manner. 

Kathy  Etchingham. 

Thursley  Road, 

Churt,  Surrey. 

THE  royals  and  their  court- 
iers are  a funny  lot  (Palace 
hits  back  at  “inaccurate’  rift 
stories,  September  16).  Sud- 
denly, it's  said,  they  are  going 
in  for  speaking  the  truth,  cor- 
recting all  those  nasty  stories 
and  rife  rumours  about  fem- 
Hy  squabbles.  In  my  years  of 
experience  with  royal  myth- 
makers  and  propagandists,  1 
learned  to  take  their  denials 
with  a very  large  pinch  erf 
salt  Long  ago  I took  the  view 
that  there  are  lies,  damned 
lies  and  skilfully  presented 
and  highly-polished  palace 
statements.  My  encounters 
taught  me  not  to  trust  them  to 
tell  the  time  of  day. 

I once  asked  an  official 
spokesman  to  confirm  that  a 
('hamhormatri  was  sacked  for 
giving  birth  at  Kensington 
Palace.  Despite  the  registrar 
stating  on  the  birth  certificate 
that  the  baby  was  bom  at  the 
palace,  the  palace  denied  it 
Ray  Bellisario. 

373  Convent  Way, 

Norwood  Green, 

Middlesex  UB2  5UW. 

1 A /HEN  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
VVcleuch  defeated  Robin 
Cook  in  the  1970  general  elec- 
tion (Letters,  September  16) 
he  won  a mandate  to  repre- 
sent his  constituents  for  the 
duration  of  that  pariianwint — 
not,  as  he  seems  to  suppose, 
for  all  time.  After  the  House 
of  Lords  has  been  reformed. 
His  Grace  will  be  able  to 
stand  against  Mr  Cook  again 
at  the  next  general  election.  I 
look  forward  to  seeing  how  he 
feres. 

(Dr)  Philip  Jones. 

15  Upton  Drive, 

Chester  CH2 1BU. 

SO  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch 
believes  himself  appointed 
by  God:  I can  thi  nk  of  quite  a 
few  other  acts  of  God  — fire, 
flood,  famine,  earthquakes, 
pestilence,  tidal  waves  ...  To 
align  the  existence  of  heredi- 
tary peers  with  natural  disas- 
ters, which  cause  suffering 
and  dismay  to  mankind,  is  a 
bold  step  indeed. 

Gail  Seery. 

36  Priory  Close, 

Beckenham,  Kent  BR3  4DH. 

ROS  Coward  asserts  that 
’‘rape  often  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  behaviour  of  the 
victim”  (You  got  it,  bat  do 
you  have  to  flaunt  it?  Septem- 
ber 15).  Call  me  pedantic,  but 
I thought  we  feminists  knew 
it  is  never  the  victim's  fault 
or  is  that  terribly  “modern- 
ist” of  me? 

Julie  BindeL 
Leeds  Metropolitan 
University, 

Calverley  Street 
Leeds  LSI  SHE. 

IS  Alan  Claris  MP  really  a 
■Conservative?  In  his  televi- 
sion history  of  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  he  gives  an  inter- 
pretation of  its  history  up  to 
the  second  world  war  which 
is  precisely  the  interpretation 
my  socialist  father  gave  to  me 
many  years  ago. 

Dorothy  Rowe. 

40  Highbury  Grove, 

London  N52AG. 


BEFORE  we  press  the 
Government  to  add  Pro- 
zac to  our  drinking 
water,  am  I alone  in  not  recog- 
nising Olivo:  James'  (psycho- 
logically) depressed  Britain 
(The  happiness  gap.  Septem- 
ber tSf! 

The  foundation  afhis  thesis 
is  that  we  were  much  happier 
in  1950  — why  1950?  — - but  his 
evidence,  such  as  the  apparent 
increase  in  mental  illness  and 
violence,  and  the  ubiquity  of 
consumer  advertising,  seems 
dubious.  We  are  much  more 
sympathetic  about  such  prob- 
lems than  50  years  ago,  when 
many  mentally-ill  people 
would  have  suppressed  their 
symptoms,  or  have  been  sup- 
pressed by  relatives,  for  fear 
of  ostracism. 

He  cites  the  huge  increase 
in  reported  violence.  Leaving 
aside  the  validity  erf  the  link 
with  depression,  50  years  ago 
much  violence,  occurring 
within  tight-knit  commun- 
ities. was  simply  not  reported 
to  the  police. 

As  far  advertising,  Dr 
James  tybhev&s  that  firms  sell- 
ing us  things  we  do  not  need, 
by  persuading  us  that  acquir- 
ing then  will  make  us  hap- 
pier. are  peculiar  to  our  time. 
Conspicuous  consumption  be- 
came a mass  phenomenon  In 
the  mid-19th  century  because 
large  lumbers  of  people  began 
to  bave'spare  wealth.  Creative 
advertising  and  consumer 
innovation  emerged  at  the 
same  time  to  supply  the  de- 
mand for  things  to  spend  it  an. 
But  even  If  we  accept  all  his 


R)LANS  by  the  Russian  gov- 
r eminent  plans  to  tackle 
high  levels  of  alcohol  con- 
sumption (Yeltsin  in  spirited 
plea  on  vodka,  September  13), 
though  welcome,  do  not  take 
into  account  the  most  recent 
evidence  of  the  link  between, 
heavy  drinking  in  Russia  and 

health. 

While  there  will  be  some 
benefits  from  reducing  con- 
sumption of  Illicitly  produced 
spirits,  the  real  problem  lies 
not  so  much  in  the  quality  but 
rather  the  quantity.  Regular 
consumption  of  a litre  or  more 
of  vodka  at  one  go  is  sufficient 
to  IdU  you  without  needing 
any  extra  impurities. 


observations,  how  does  he  get 
to  blame  “advanced  capital- 
ism” and  “individualism”, 
and  what  are  the  alternatives? 
Less  economic  freedom? 

If  we  do  have  a problem, 
perhaps  it  is  one  of  growing 
painw  Thanks  to  my  parents’ 
generation,  most  of  us  have 
the  wealth,  health,  education 
and  security  to  take  full  con- 
trol over  our  lives.  Inevitably, 
some  find  such  freedom 
daunting  or  frightening. 
Robert  Blood. 

39  Neal  Street, 

London  WC2H9PJ. 

ANOTHER  reason  may  be 
that  our  aims  are  now 
reachable  and  that,  once  real- 
ised, they  lose  their  attraction. 
Take  pleasure:  It  is  addictive, 
never  satisfies  and  a surfeit  of 
it  brings  boredom,  disenchant- 
ment and  self-disgust.  Take 
fame:  it  isolates  us  from 
others.  We  never  know  if  our 
friends  and  relations  are  sin- 
cere or  mercenary.  Envy 
makes  angmlM- 
Simone  Crawley-  » •' 

39  Bridge  Lane, 

Stockport  SK7  SAL. 

OLIVER  James  seriously 
undervalues  the  role  of 
capitalism  in  creating  the  en- 
vironment in  which  such  Ill- 
nesses thrive.  Might  I suggest 
that,  at  least  in  developed 
countries,  it  is  not  failure  to 
deliver  the  goods  which  is  the 
major  problem,  but  the  com- 
modity nature  of  the  goods 
themselves.  Once  it  is  estab- 
lished that  a product  can  be 


We  also  disagree  with  the 
view  that  economic  recovery 
will  be  sufficient  to  reduce  the 
huge  premature  death  toll 
from  alcohol.  In  the  1990s. 
some  of  the  wealthiest  regions 
have  experienced  the  greatest 
increases  in  alcohol-related 
mortality,  while  some  of  the 
poorest  have  been  relatively 
protected.  Economic  growth  is 
likely  to  have  a positive  effect, 
but  we  would  be  wrong  to  de- 
pend on  it 

(Prof)  Martin  McKee. 

(Dr)  David  Leon. 

London  School  of  Hygiene 
and  Tropical  Medicine, 

Keppel  Street 
London  WClE  7HT. 


A call  for  David  English  to  go 


"THE  Daily  Mail  editor  Paul 
I Dacre’s  spirited  defence  of 
his  editor-in-chief,  Sir  David 
English  (The  Telegraph's 
jihad,  September  15),  conve- 
niently ignores  significant  as- 
pects of  Sir  David’s  attitude 
towards  self-regulation  of  the 
press. 

In  the  days  of  the  old  Press 
Council,  when  Sir  David  was 
editor  erf  the  Daily  Mall,  he 
was  severely  criticised  for  of- 
fering payments  to  relatives 
of  the  mass  murderer  Peter 
Sutcliffe.  Sir  David  was  scath- 
ing about  the  ruling  and  the 
code  devised  to  prevent  such 
behaviour. 

After  it  emerged  in  1996 
that  19  witnesses  in  the  trial 
of  Rose  West  had  been  offered 
money  by  the  press.  Sir  David 
admitted  that  his  Code  Com- 
mittee had  not  looked  at  the 
issue  for  three  years.  With 
consummate  timing,  he  an- 
nounced a change  to  the  Code 
of  Practice  on  the  day  the 
Press  Complaints  Commis- 
sion chairman.  Lord  Wake- 


ham,  was  to  be  grilled  by  the 
Heritage  Select  Committee 
j about  the  Lord  Chancellor’s 
plans  to  outlaw  the  practice. 

Lord  Wakeham  Is  still  back- 
ing Sir  David,  who  has  lost 
the  confidence  of  more  than 
just  the  Daily  Telegraph's  ed- 
itor. If  the  PCC  is  to  restore 
public  confidence  in  self-regu- 
lation, Sir  David  must  step 
down  as  chair  of  the  indus- 
try’s Code  Committee 
tomorrow. 

His  removal  is  the  only  way 
newspapers  can  avoid  the 
charge  of  hypocrisy  next  time 
they  call  for  heads  to  roll 
when  things  go  wrong  in  any 
other  sector  of  public  life. 
Mike  Jempson. 

Executive  Director, 
FressWIse. 

25  EBC,  Felix  Road, 

Bristol  BS50HE. 


We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  is 
supplied;  please  Include  a lull 
postal  address.  Shorter  letters 
are  more  likely  to  appear 


A doubtful  drink  to  the  future 


sold  at  a profit  then,  unless 
the  product  is  manifestly  le- 
thal, the  social  consequences 
or  its  sale  are  almost  always 
ignored.  For  Instance,  increas- 
ingly powerful  hi-fi  and  televi- 
sion equipment,  personal 
stereos  and  mobile  telephones 
are  all  capable  of  distressing 
more  people  than  they  serve. 
All  cars  made  today  have  as  a 
selling  point  capabilities 
which  most  people  can  never 
safely  (or  legally)  use. 

Hie  number  of  new  prod- 
ucts which  cannot  be  used 
without  straining  the  toler- 
ance of  those  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  use*  Is  surely  the  explana- 
tion both  for  the  Increase  In 
depressive  symptoms  and  for 
seemingly  spontaneous  out- 
bursts of  the  road-rage  type. 
John  Usher. 

32  Lammas  Road, 

London  TW107YB. 

DOES  Oliver  James  think 
feat  a change  to  a com- 
mand economy  would  Im- 
prove the  average  person's 
seratooln  level?.  Probably  not;, 
in  a free  society  large  num- 
bers of  people  manage  to  live 
In  blinkered,  idiosyncratic 
ways  which  at  least  seem  to 
them  to  be  conducive  to  better 
balance  in  their  personal  aspi- 
ration v reality  tattle. 

The  real  problem  is  the  in- 
creasing superficiality  and 
selectivity  of  the  aspirations 
which  seem  to  be  on  offer  in 
the  commercial  culture. 

Chris  OrmeLL 
3 Ingles  ide  Grove, 

London  SE3  7PH. 


Roy’s  not  alone 

ROY  Hattersley  asks  where 
is  the  campaign  to  save 
lone-parent  benefit  from  aboli- 
tion? (I  draw  strength  from 
the  party  of  old.  September 
15).  It  is  here. 

Plenty  of  MPs  — le  t alone 
large  numbers  of  Labour 
women  — have  expressed 
deep  unhappiness  with  the 
Government’s  intention  to 
proceed  with  the  Tories’  pol- 
icy of  abolition,  and.  In  an  at- 
tempt to  persuade  zt  to  recon- 
sider a measure  which  would 
attack  some  of  the  most  de- 
prived people  in  this  country, 
the  Save  Lone  Parent  Benefit 
campaign  has  been  formed. 

Before  the  summer  recess, 
an  Early  Day  Motion  urging 
reconsideration  was  signed  by 
19  MPs.  It  is  due  for  committee 
stage  when  the  House  sits 
again.  We  hope  that,  in  the  in- 
terim, good  sense  will  prevail. 
Lynne  Jones  MP. 

Audrey  Wise  MP. 

Ann!  Marjoram. 

Save  Lone  Parent  Benefit, 
c/o  12  Chatham  Row, 

Bath,  Avon. 


A Country  Diary 


CAUSSE  NOIR,  LARZAC*.  The 
late  summer  heat  teemed  to 
have  lulled  every  living  thing 
into  a stupor,  and  when  the 
winds  came  they  were  galvan- 
ic. Over  meadows  carpeted 
with  thousands  of  tremulous 
lilac  colchicums  a swirling 
crowd  of  choughs  had  gath- 
ered. We  counted  between  50 
or  60  tumbling  and  yelping 
like  a flock  erf  giant  black 
butterflies.  None  of  us  had 
seen  so  many  chough 
together  before,  so  obviously 
enjoying  the  wind  in  their 
wine?.  Later,  we  lunched  at 
the  local  buoeae,  and  watched 
the  last  crag  martins  sporting 
over  the  ancient  limestone 
farm  buildings.  They  .too 
seemed  to  be  relishing  the 
air’s  movement  and  nothing 
except  sheer  effervescent  play 
could  explain  what  they  were 
doing:  queuing  up  by  roof- 
ridge,  breasting  foe  breeze, 
and  then  flying  gently  back- 
wards on  it. 

That  evening  we  were 
taken  to  watch  the  beavers 
which  are  recolonislng  the 
River  Dourbio.  It  was  a fine, 


AS  a former  Civil  Service 
under-secretary,  who 
worked  closely  with  Govern- 
ment Information  Sendee  col- 
leagues over  two  decades.  I 
can  confirm  that  some  GIS 
people  are  excellent  (including 
at  least  one  erf  the  officials 
recently  removed)  — but  there 
are  a great  many  mediocre 
press  officers,  who  are  mani- 
festly giving  poor  value  for 
their  salaries  (The  ministry  of 
spin,  September  15). 

A shake-out  is  long  overdue. 
If  there  are  going  to  be 
changes,  then  the  Labour  Par- 
ty’s Mill  bank  operation,  with 
its  proven  record  of  success,  is 
a pretty  good  model  to  follow. 

£ am  not  .worried  that  gov- 
ernment presentation  could 
become  a substitute  for  policy. 
The  problem  with  the  previ- 
ous government  was  that  they 
had  some  decent  policies  but 
were  hopeless  at  presenting 
them.  The  present  govern- 
ment does  not  show  any  signs 
of  policy  starvation.  If  any- 
thing, the  plethora  of  initia- 
tives might  cause  a policy  and 
presentation  overload — and  a 
more  professional  GIS  would 
halo  overcome  this. 

Linked  with  this,  it  is  daft  to 
equate  consultation  and  the 
setting  up  of  policy  reviews 
with  indecision.  Some  of  us 
are  glad  to  have  a government 
which  listens  and  seeks  infor- 
mation rather  than  rushing 
into  policy  decisions. 

A central  media  monitoring 
unit  within  government  also 
makes  operational  sense.  It 
will  provide  good  value  for 
money  compared  with  the 
present  dispersed  and  haphaz- 
ard arrangements  based  in  in- 
dividual ministries.  Again, 
centralisation  should  not  be  a 
worry.  We  saw  how  the  alter- 
native approach  worked 
under  the  last  years  of  the 
Major  government. 

Paul  Twyman. 

Thrift  House,  Minnis  Road, 
Birchington  on  Sea. 

Kent  CT7  9NS. 

(DON'T  mind  being  accused 
of  cultural  revolution,  if 
that’s  how  the  Guardian  sees 
the  unanimous  agreement  of 
Whitehall  heads  of  informa- 
tion to  review  our  service  to 
ministers.  But  I am  outraged 
by  the  implication  that  I had 
anything  to  do  with  the 
removal  erf  my  GIS  colleagues 
from  their  jot®. 

For  the  record,  I think  they 
are  first-rate  professionals  and 
public  servants,  whose  experi- 
ence and  skills  have  been  of 
immense  value  to  everyone 
with  whom  they  have  worked. 
MlkeGranatt 
Head  of  the  Government 
Information  Service. 

Home  Office, 

50  Queen  Anne’s  Gate, 

London  SW1H  9AT. 


quiet  twilight,  but  from  our 
viewpoint,  high  on  one  of  the 
banks,  we  could  see  that  foe 
birds  were  still  energised  by 
the  wind.  Spotted  flycatchers 
dashed  out  from  the  dense 
banksidc  vegetation.  Dippers 
and  kingfishers  whirred  close 
to  the  water's  surface.  It  was 
still  quite  light  when  we  spot- 
ted the  first  beaver,  dog-pad- 
dling downstream  towards  us. 
Its  fiat  rudder  of  a tail  dearly 
visible  below  the  water.  Also 
visible  at  the  bottom  were  the 
dozens  of  small  trees  the  col- 
ony had  felled  for  winter  food. 
They  lay  there  like  spillikins. 

European  beavers  don't  do 
much  in  the  way  of  rtnm- 
building,  but  they  do  fell  trees 
mid  store  them,  for  freshness, . 
in  foe  cool  water  at  the  bot- 
tom of  rivers,  then,  feed  on  the 
bark  when  other  food  Is 
scarce.  Above,  their  thoughts 
far  from  winter,  the  beavers 
experimented  at  being  logs 
and  alligators,  then  crawled 
onto  the  bank  and,  like  every- 
thing else  that  balmy  day, . 
gave  in  to  gambolling. 
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ISEras*’ 

safe 

ofNew  Jkboar’s 
detut,  has  aafreS.  We  tnm 

book  fills  open  at  day 
38,  August  84  day  subtitled 
Spotlight  oiSpin”. 

Mandy  Mantrison  has 
™wd  on  BK  Journalist 
I'kA  Robins*n  at  a news 
conftemicc,  6ylng;  “i^in 
sorrytfycm  eel  so  Inade- 
quate that  yra  have  to  have 
me  write  yofr  scripts  and 

GxyonrhedKnes.”  “This,” 
writes  DoHyagely.  “is  the 

kind  of  put-fawn  that  Man- 

delson  exceain.  Bat  usually 
ItissoaoTjA-onthe 
phone  or  ater  an  appear- 
ance. Todahe  unwisely 
makes  his  vaspfeh,  if valid, 
comment  1}  public.”  Mandy 
nowise?  Cm  it  be  so?  The 
Intrigue  oftthraes  after 
Mandy  hasnapped  again 
on  The  Weid  at  One,  and 
the  TorieAave  dabbed  him 
“the  miniver  without  ac- 
countability*’. “For  a lowly 
political  panoenvreit  has 
done  the  rick.”  writes 
Dolly.  “*J^e  spotlight  Is  off 
the  100*ya  and  on  to  a min- 
ister. Wlo  Isn’t  even  in  the 
CaMnetfet” 


GB3AT  news  for  Peter 
RtchenSjbearded 
sclallst  turned  right 

wlng  pndit.  He  has  won  a 
prize!  Athongh  Mandy’s 
office  defines  rapid-rebut- 
tal dates  these  days,  De- 

partmfit  ofHealth  advisers 
have  ri  such  scruples,  and 
log  th'hest  rebuttals  on 
their  Hut  computer  sys- 
tem. 'to  make  this  slightly 
intersting,  they  declare 
that  very  month,  they  will 
awarf  a Golden  Mint  to  the 
journalist  who  has  made  the 
mosirebuttable  statement, 
andhe  inaugural  one  hac 
gon  to  Peter  for  his  claim  In 
OneSKpreaS  that  “rmmism- 
oiriiomnweznalHyls  a Ear 
mere  swift  and  certain  killer 
thn  the  cigarette”.  “In  one 
yer,  "rebuts  Frank  Dob- 
so’s  helper  Joe  McCrea, 
“stoking kills  more  than  10 
fims  Use  number  of  people 
mo  have  died  in  the  UK 
film  Aids  in  the  last  15 
yars."  Watch  out,  Peter:  we 
on  do  better  than  that  And 
ewilL 


JA  JOB  advertisement 
fl  has  appeared  in  the 
^^Umes.  It’s  just  an 
idea,  bat  the  Diary  suggests 
that  perhaps.  Bill  Clinton 
might  like  to  try  his  hand  at 
becoming  a Flavour  Devel- 
opment Controller  when  his 
current  contract  runs  out 
The  advert  tempts  Mm  with 
a pictures  of  a flower,  and 
some  citrus  fruit.  “Spot  the 
difference,”  reads  the  cap- 
tion, “(with  your  eyes 
shut)’*.  Sounds  nice,  but 
what  qualifications  do  you 
need?  Obviously  “areal cre- 
ative streak  and  excellent 
communication  ability", 
but  what  catches  my  eye  is 
this:  “In  addition,  you  need 
to  be  willing  to  smoke — al- 
though Inhaling  is  not  nec- 
essary.” I have  forwarded 
the  advertisement  (from  Im- 
perial Tobacco)  to  the  White 
House  post  haste. 


THE  Diary  admired  the 
relaunched  Indepen- 
dent yesterday.  We  did 
not,  however,  read  it  as 

closely  as  one  alert  reader. 
On  page  21.  this  reader 
points  out,  nestling  along- 
side “Andreas  Whittam 
Smith  on  Royalty”  and 
"Donald  MacIntyre  on  the 
way  forward  for  the  Tories” 
is  "JoJo  Moyes  on  bogus 

breasts”.  Our  attention  is 
drawn  to  a reference  to  Pro- 
fessor David  Sharpe,  Presi- 
dent of  the  British  Associa- 
tion of  Aesthetic  Plastic 
Surgeons.  Is  this  organisa- 
tion, our  caller  wants  to 
know,  ever  referred  to  by  its 
acronym? 


WITH  the  Welsh  ref- 
erendum gripping 

the  nation’s  imagi- 
nation, the  BBC  is  rightly 
concerned  about  bias.  Ear- 
lier this  week,  consultant 
engineering  expert  John 
Cox  was  invited  by  local 
news  to  comment  on 
National  Power’s  plans  for 
Pembroke  power  station. 
When  he  arrived  at  the 
studio,  however,  it  was  de- 
creed that  he  could  not  go  on 
air  as  things  stood.  He  could, 
he  was  told,  either  remove 
his  “Vote  Yes”  sticker,  or  he 
could  find  another  expert  on 

power  stations  who  would 

bfe  willing  to  sit  next  to  him 
wearing  a badge  that  coun- 
selled: “Vote  No”.  


A HEADLINE  in  Mon- 
day's Examiner  news- 
paper (formerly  the 
Cork  Examiner)  raises  a dis- 
turbing possibility  concern- 

ingthe  ftmeral  oFMother 
Teresa.  The  headline  reads: 
«a»int  laid  to  rest.” 


IN  Malaysia,  Beuter 
reports,  some  of  the  ftm 

has  been  taken  oat  of  cin- 
flma  going.  The  fandamen- 
tahst  Parti  Islam  Se-Mala£ 
sia,  which  rules  the  state  or 
ffftitmfrfln-  has  decided  that 

. the  opportunities  «M-“lnir 
ImoralactsHtok^^OTd- 

dling  and  other  activities 
art  unacceptable,  and  has 
taken  appropriate  steps,  in 

iotk  Aziz,  all  screening  will 

Sto^aSewithihellghts 

on- 


Enough  is  enough  - 
monarchy  must  go 


Commentary 


Jonathan 

Freedland 


THE  MORNING  Of  Di- 
ana’s funeral  will  rest 
in  most  people’s  minds 
as  a moment  of  calm 
serenity,  a time  when  the 
nation  bowed  its  collective 
head  in  silence  and  contem- 
plation. That’s  not  quite  how  I 
remember  it  I watched  die 
ceremony  from  the  makeshift 
studios  of  NBC  News,  the 
American.  TV  network  which 
had  pitched  camp  opposite 
Westminster  Abbey.  They 
had  ripped  out  the  furniture 
and  erected  a vast  video  wall 
which  served  as  the  “gallery” 
for  a six-hour  live  special. 

Each  screen  offered  a differ- 
ent Image,  “feeds"  from  Sky 
News  and  ITN  as  well  as 
NBC’s  own  cameras  outside 
Buckingham  Palace  and 
among  the  crowds  at  Hyde 
Park.  At  the  centre  of  it  dll 
was  the  remarkable  Guy  Pep- 
per, widely  rated  as  the  best 
director  in  American  TV 
news.  His  mere  presence  in 
London  conveyed  the  gravity 
of  the  occasion,  for  ‘Dr  Pep- 
per" rarely  steps  outside  New 
York.  Within  minutes  it  be- 


came clear  why  he  had  be- 
come a legend;  his  steward- 
ship of  the  broadcast  would 
have  made  great  television  all 
by  itself. 

He  began  mildly,  in  an  ac- 
cent that  was  pure.  Juicy  Big 
Apple.  “OK,  boys,"  be  would 
say.  warning  his  cameramen. 
“Ellon  John  is  about  to  sing 
Candle  in  the  Wind.  Guess 
what  I want  to  see??  That's 
right,  I want  to  see 
CANDLES!!  No,  Bob,  not  a 
woman  holding  her  child  — 
CANDLES!  CANDLES! 
CANDLES!  Give  me  some- 
body holding  a fucking 
candle ...” 

When  Earl  Spencer  was 
speaking  about  the  sister  he 
had  loved  and  lost.  Dr  Pepper 
was  scanning  the  crowd.  “I 
want  to  see  tears,  Warren.  T- 
E-A-R-S.  Is  no  one  fucking 
crying  at  this  funeral?  Come 
on,  make  me  proud  of  you. 
Warren  — Give  me  tears!!'*  A 
picture  of  a weeping  child 
suddenly  appeared  on  moni- 
tor three.  “Already  seen  her,” 
barked  the  Doc,  recalling  an 
image  he  had*  aired  perhaps 
three  hours  earlier. 

It  went  on  like  this  from  the 
Instant  the  procession  left 
Kensington  Gardens  all  the 
way  through  Verdi’s  Requiem 

until  rti»  final  hlirtal  st  Alfo- 

orp.  The  minute's  silence  out- 
side Westminster  Abbey  was 
broken  by  the  arwnd  of  muf- 
fled yelling,  like  a phonecafl 
in  a cartoon:  it  was  Dr  Pep- 
per, demanding  shots  of 
silence.  Only  one  challenge 


fazed  the  master  of  the  air- 
waves. “Who’s  this  guy?*'  he 
would  ask.  “Is  that  Duke 

Andrew,  you  know  the  Prince 

of  York??"  A second  later: 
“How  can  she  be  called  Prin- 
cess Michael,  that's  a man’s 
name."  Jeffrey  Archer,  a 
guest,  posed  a terrible  prob- 
lem. Pepper  kept  calling  him 
Lord  Jeffrey.  On  a subsequent 
broadcast,  on  a different  net- 
work, Lady  Colin  Campbell 
had  to  explain  that  she  was 
not  Lady  Colin  Powell 

No  matter  how  hard  they 
try,  the  Americans  simply 
cannot  master  the  intricacies 
of  British  aristocracy. 
Schooled  from  birth  in  the 
creed  that  all  people  are  cre- 
ated equal,  they  cannot  com- 
pute a system  which  elevates 
some  people  over  others  by 
their  very  name.  Born  in  a 
land  where  even  the  presi- 
dent is  plain  Mister,  Ameri- 
cans rebel  at  the  whole  notion 
of  titles.  Their  sheer  Ameri- 
canness  somehow  bars  them 
from  the  verbal  bow  of  eti- 
quette and  protocol. 

This  is  the  thought  to  keep 
in  mind  right  sow,  as  a con- 
sensus solidifies  around  the 
demand  that  the  monarchy 
must  reform.  Everyone,  from 
the  Queen  to  Tony  Blair  to 
the  conservative  pundlto- 
cracy  to  the  74  per  cent  in 
Sunday's  opinion  polls,  now 
seems  to  accept  that  the  mon- 
archy faces  a choice:  modern- 
ise or  die.  They  say  modern- 
ise. Isay  die. 

For  modernisation  cannot 


work  with  an  institution 
which  is  inherently  aheient 
It  makes  not  a whit  of  differ- 
ence if  the  Civil  List  is  abol- 
ished, If  the  Queen  learns  to 
emote,  if  the  palace  develops  a 
rapid  rebuttal  unit.  You  can 
strip  away  the  personality  de- 
fects of  the  current  incum- 
bents, you  can  make  the  oper- 
ation leaner  and  slicker.  But 
you  will  stfll  be  left  with  the 
principle  which  lies  at  the 
heart  of  monarchy  — the 
granting  of  public  position  by 
birth.  It  is  a concept  which 
simply  cannot  be  defended  In 
a modem  country.  For  genu- 
ine modernisation  would 
have  Britain  choose  its  head 
of  state,  rather  than  bend  its 
knee  before  one  preordained 
by  birth.  Yet  this,  of  course,  is 

the  one  modernisation  the 
monarchy  cannot  make — for 
It  mi>ana  abolition. 

Dr  Pepper  and  his  fellow 
Americans  understand  this 
fact  as  a matter  of  instinct 
They  know  the  entire  edifice 
of  Inherited  rank  and  status 
clashes  with  even  the  most 
basic  egalitarianism.  But 
British  progressives,  includ- 
ing a Labour  prime  minister, 
evidently  suffer  a blind  spot 
when  gazing  upon  the  monar- 
chy. We  reject  heredity  as  a 
basis  to  select  our  second 
chamber,  yet  we  tremble  be- 
fore applying  the  same  logic 
to  the  head  of  state. 

TODAY  the  air  is  con- 
gested with  fancy 
schemes.  The  Queen 
can  retire  to  make  way 
for  Charles;  he  can  step  aside 
fbr  William;  or  they  ran  all 
surrender  to  Princess  Anne. 
What  the  modern  monar- 
chists behind  these  plans  all 
foil  to  realise  is  that  a pick  ‘n’ 
choose  royalty  is  not  royalty 
at  all.  The  very  essence  of  he- 
reditary leadership  is  that  we, 
the  people,  do  not  decide  — 
that  privilege  is  left  to  God, 
the  Grim  Reaper  and  the  gene 
pool  If  you  cut  that  triple 
cord,  the  entire  institution 
trips  up.  No  amount  of  Man- 


George  Monbiot  warns  us  to  look  carefully  at  the  plans  of  the 
chemical  giant  Monsanto  to  re-engineer  much  of  our  food 

Watch  these  beans 


ITS  EASY  to  miss  even 
the  biggest  newspaper 
ads,  when  you're  not 
looking  out  for  them. 
The  three  pages  In  the 
middle  of  yesterday’s  Finan- 
cial Times  devoted  to  the  cor- 
porate de-merger  of  a chemi- 
cal company  called  Monsanto 
were  not  exactly  riveting, 
even  for  many  readers  of  the 
FT.  But  this  was  one  adver- 
tisement we  could  ill-afford  to 
ignore.  R is  one  of  the  few 
public  indications  of  foe  open- 
ing of  a new  chapter  in  the 
world’s  economic  history. 

The  publicity,  aimed  at 
shareholders  and  corporate 
customers,  announced  that 
Monsanto  is  to  split  into  two 
firms,  to  pursue  “applied 
chemistry"  and  “life 
sciences”.  The  life-science 
division  will  “provide  better 
food,  better  nutrition,  and  bet- 
ter health  for  all  people... 
Hope  for  environmentally 
sustainable  solutions.  Hope 
for  a healthier  planet  That’s 
how  we’ll  be  growing  in  foe 
century  to  come.”  Monsanto's 
claims  about  the  environmen- 
tal and  human  impacts  of  its 
produce  are  questionable,  but 
one  of  these  statements  is 
surely  beyond  doubt:  this 


company  will  be  growing  as 
fast  as  any  firm  on  Earth.  For 
Monsanto  has  embarked  on 
one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
and  ambitious  corporate 
strategies  ever  launched. 

The  story  begins  simply 
enough,  with  a single  chemi- 
cal. Glyphosate,  sold  to  form- 
ers and  gardeners  as  “Round- 
Up",  Is  foe  world's  biggest- 
gelling  herbicide.  Last  year,  it 
earned  Monsanto  nearly  $1.5 
billion.  But  the  company’s 
patent  on  Roundup  runs  out 
in  foe  year  2000.  Far  from 
sowing  corporate  catastrophe. 


rights  to  their  production. 
The  first  “Roundup-Ready” 
plant  Monsanto  released  was 
a genetically  engineered  soya 
bean.  Between  50  and  60  per 
cent  of  processed  foods  con- 
tain soya,  so  the  potential 
market  is  enormous. 

Alarmed  at  possible  In- 
creases in  the  use  of  herbi- 
cides, as  well  as  foe  health 
effects  of  genetically  engi- 
neered crops  in  general,  envi- 
ronmentalists and  consumer 
groups  in  Europe  started  call- 
ing for  products  containing 
foe  new  beans  to  be  clearly 


snapped  up  by  growers  in  foe 
US.  Monsanto  began  an  ex- 
traordinary round  of  acquisi- 
tions, buying  shares  in  seed 
and  biotechnology  companies 
worth  nearly  $2  billion  in  the 
past  18  months  alone.  Among 
its  purchases  are  companies 
which  produce  the  famous 
“Flavr-savr"  tomato,  own  the 
US  patent  on  all  genetic  ma- 
nipulations of  cotton,  and  con- 
trol around  35  per  cent  of  foe 
germlines  of  American  maize. 

Monsanto  Is  now  experiment- 
ing with  new  rice,  maize,  po- 
tato, sugarbeet,  rape  and  cot- 


The European  Union  can  no  longer  exclude  meat  and 
milk  from  cattle  treated  with  bovine  growth  hormone 


however,  this  event  seems 
likely  only  to  enhance  Mon- 
santo's market  value.  For  the 
past  10  years  it  has  Cleverly 
been  developing  a range  of 
new  crops,  genetically  engi- 
neered to  resist  glyphosate. 
Spraying  them  with  Roundup 
does  thpin  no  harm,  but  de- 
stroys all  the  weeds  that  com- 
pete. New  patent  legislation 
In  Europe  and  the  US  allows 
Monsanto  to  secure  exclusive 


labelled.  But  in  the  US — from 
which  most  of  our  soya  comes 
— Monsanto  insisted  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  keep 
Roundup-Ready  beans  apart 
from  ordinary-  ones.  About  15 
per  cent  of  this  year's  US  crop 
is  Roundup-Ready:  the 
chances  are  that  nearly  all  cf 
us  win  soon  be  consuming 
manipulated  soya  beans  every 
week  of  the  year. 

As  the  new  beans  were 


ton  varieties.  It  has  suggested 
that  within  a few  years  all  the 
major  staple  crops  on  Earth 
should  be  genetically  engi- 
neered. The  new  products  are 
so  attractive  to  many  formers 
that  the  company  has  man- 
aged to  get  them  to  sign  away 
their  future  rights  to  the 
they  grow,  and  allow  Mon- 
santo to  inspect  their  grids 
whenever  it  wants. 

Monsanto’s  new  crops  could 


delsonian  tutoring  can 
change  this  situation.  The 
New  Labour  project  made 
sense  because,  no  matter  MW 
much  the  institution  itself 
had  decayed,  the  party's  core 
values  were  worth 
preserving. 

The  royal  family  can  make 
no  such  claim.  Its  miter  shell 
is  cracked,  but  underneath  is 
an  Idea  which  is  rotten  to  its 
heart  . 

Radicals  and  egalitarians 
gfrmiirf  have  no  part  of  the 
current  effort  to  update  the 
monarchy  in  order  to  save  it. 
Sure,  royalty  exercises  “only" 
symbolic  power  but  one  of  the 
clearest  lessons  of  the  reac- 
tion to  Dima’s  death  is  that 
symbols  matter.  What  the 
royal  family  symbolises  are 
two  of  Britain’s  ugliest  traits. 
By  conferring  enormous 
status  wealth  on  one  fam- 
ily, the  monarchy  confirms 
ours  as  a semi-feudal  society. 
Worse  stQI,  the  Queen’s  perch 
at  the  top  of  our  constitu- 
tional pyramid  — opening 
and  dissolving  parliament, 
announcing  the  government's 
programme  — symbolises  the 
very  essence  of  our  political 
culture,  declaring  loud  and 
clear  that  power  in  Britain 
flows  from  foe  top  down.  It 
underpins  the  system  of 
crown  and  other  prerogatives 
which  hands  more  constitu- 
tional power  to  our  FM  than 
to  any  other  executive  in  the 
democratic  world. 

None  of  this  will  change  if 
the  royals  ciaan  up  their  act, 
cost  less  or  hire  sharper  press 
officers.  Nor  would  a com- 
plete personality  transfusion 
make  a difference.  That’s  why 
the  foibles  revealed  by  Kitty 
Kelley  are  utterly  irrelevant 
foe  case  against  monarchy 
would  be  just  the  same  if  the 
incumbents  were  all  flawless, 
beloved  individuals.  It  would 
be  the  same  even  if  there  had 
been  a Queen  Diana.  Still, 
perhaps  her  death  means  we 
can  see  matters  more  clearly. 
The  monarchy  cannot  be 
reformed.  It  must  go. 


not  have  become  commer- 
cially viable  without  major 
legislative  change.  As  mem- 
bers of  foe  trade  lobby  Euro- 
pabio,  Monsanto  and  the 
other  big  biotech  companies 
have  mastered  the  legal  cli- 
mate in  which  they  operate. 
Despite  significant  public  op- 
position. In  July  Europabio 
managed  to  persuade  the 
European  Parliament  to  adopt 
a new  directive,  allowing 
companies  to  patent  manipu- 
lated plants  and  animals.  Last 
week,  the  European  Commis- 
sion announced  that  it  would 
force  Austria.  Italy  and  Lux- 
embourg to  repeal  their  laws 
banning  foe  import  of  geneti- 
cally engineered  maize. 

In  the  United  States  a Mon- 
santo vice-president  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  St  Louis  Post,  a 
“top  candidate"  to  become 
Commissioner  of  foe!  Rood 


All  this  will  be  a 
big  pill  for  the 
public  to  swallow 


and  Drug  Administration 
(FDA),  which  regulates  the 
food  industry.  Researchers 
and  lawyers  from  Monsanto 
already  occupy  important 
posts  in  the  FDA.  The  admin- 
istration has  approved  some 
cf  foe  company's  most  contro- 
versial products,  including 
the  artificial  sweetener  aspar- 
tame and  an  injectable 
growth  hormone  for  cattle. 
Only  the  New  York  Attorney 
General’s  office  has  taken  the 
company  to  task,  forcing  it  to 
withdraw  adverts  claiming 
that  Roundup  is  biodegrad- 
able and  environmentally 
friendly. 

But  Monsanto  has  been 
most  successful  when  appeal- 
ing to  multilateral  bodies. 
Last  month,  the  World  Trade 
Organisation  confirmed  its 
ruling  that  the  European 
Union  can  no  longer  exclude 
meat  and  milk  from  cattle 
treated  with  bovine  growth 
hormone,  despite  foe  protests 
of  formers,  retailers  and  con- 
sumers. As  Scientific  Ameri- 
can magazine  claimed.  Mon- 
santo’s dlniral  trials  Of  the 
drug  were  incompletely  ana- 
lysed, obscuring  the  foot  that 
it  increases  the  number  of 
infected  udder  cells  in  cows 
by  about  20  per  cent  Biotech 
firms  are  now  trying  to  per- 
suade the  World  Trade 
Organisation  to  forbid  foe  la- 
belling of  genetically  engi- 
neered foods.  Any  country 
whose  retailers  tell  consum- 
ers what  they  are  eating 
would  be  subject  to  punitive 
sanctions. 

With  astonishing  rapidity, 
atiny  handfhl  of  companies  is 
coming  to  govern  the  global 
development,  production,  pro- 
cessing and  marketing  of  our 
most  fundamental  commod- 
ity: food.  The  power  and  stra- 
tegic control  they  are  amass- 
ing will  make  the  oil  industry 
look  like  a corners  hop. 

More  successfully  than  any 
other  lobby,  they  are  inhibit- 
ing the  two  remaining  means 
of  public  restraint  on  their 
activities:  government  regula- 
tion and  genuine  consumer 
choice.  AH  this  will  be  a big 
pill  for  foe  public  to  swallow, 
which  is  why  well  be  seeing  a 
lot  more  of  Monsanto  over  the 
next  few  weeks.  It  has  just 
engaged  an  advertising 
agency  for  a major  new  “con- 
sultative” campaign  — aimed 
at  us  this  time,  not  just  the 
City.  It  deserves  our  full  at- 
tention. This  may  be  the  first 
and  the  last  chance  well  get 
to  tell  the  biotechnology  com- 
panies what  we  think  about 
their  reengineering:  of  both 
the  stuff  of  life  itself  and  foe 
means  by  which  It  reaches  us. 


Last  chance  for 
redemption 
in  Chile 


Ariel  Dorfman 


A FEW  days  ago.  I was 
drawn,  for  a reason  I 
did  not  Immediately 
understand,  to  read  Hamer’s 
Iliad  again.  As  l reached  foe 
ending,  where  Achilles,  hav- 
ing heaped  abuse  on  foe  body 
of  his  foUen  enemy.  Hector, 
slowly  finds  the  humanity  in 
himself  to  give  the  corpse 
back  to  Priam,  Hector's  griev- 
ing fattier,  I was  deeply 
moved.  Those  words  written 
thousands  of  years  ago 
brought  to  life  that  warrior 
who  was  able  to  repress  his 
rage  and  recognise  the  pain  of 
others,  those  parents  finally 
able  to  touch  foe  white  bones 
of  their  child  and  honour  his 
existence  and  his  passing 
away. 

My  emotion  may  have  been 
deepened  by  foe  fact  that  I 
hold  In  my  memory,  as  many 
Chileans  do,  a . number  of 
friends  who  were  presumably 
killed  years  ago  during  the 
military  dictatorship  that 
plagued  my  country  from  1973 
to  1990  — and  I say  presum- 
ably, because  the  bodies  of  my 
friends,  like  those  of  thou- 
sands of  other  Chileans  who 
disappeared  without  a trace, 
have  never  been  returned  to 
their  families.  Mothers  and 
fathers,  brothers  and  friends, 
still  wait  for  something,  a 
bone,  some  hair,  anything,  to 
be  restored  to  them  by  the 
military  who  took  their  loved 
ones  away:  like  Priam  or  his 
wife.  Hecuba,  we  cannot  rest 

until  OUT  mitring  OUT  deSO- 

porecidos.  are  themselves  set 
to  rest-  Unlike  Priam,  we  do 
not  have  an  Achilles  to  turn 
to. 

And  yet,  there  is  one  man 
who  could  remedy  their  Cir- 
cumstance. the  one  man  in 
the  world  who,  tike  Achilles, 
could  render  the  dead  to  the 
living.  That  man  bizarrely 
came  into  my  thoughts  as  I 
reached  the  final  strophes  of 
Homer's  epic,  and  1 dismissed 
him,  dismissed  the  possibility 
that  he  would  want  to  do 
anything,  drove  him  from  my 
thoughts  just  as  Priam  bad 
driven  his  foremost  enemy 
Achilles  from  his  mind  when 
the  gods  had  first  suggested 
the  idea.  That  man  is  General 
Augusta  Pinochet  who,  24 
years  ago.  on  September  11, 
1973,  launched  a bloody  coup 
and  was  for  foe  following  17 
years  foe  ferocious  dictator  of 
Chile  until  he  reluctantly 
relinquished  the  presidency. 
He.  and  he  alone,  as  the  pres- 
ent commander-in-chlef  of 
that  country’s  army,  has  the 
power  to  order  his  subordi- 
nates to  investigate  their  own 
misdeeds,  search  their  re- 
cords. reveal  where  the 
bodies  of  the  disappeared  lie. 


what  happened  to  them,  who 
killed  them.  He  is  foe  only 
man  alive  who  could  force  foe 
Chilean  army,  an  institution 
that  fervently  believes  in  hi- 
erarchy and  obedience,  to  dis- 
cover the  truth.  He  is  also, 
unfortunately,  foe  man  least 
likely  on  this  Earth  to  imitate 

the  nobility  and  compassion 
of  Achilles.  Rather  than  using 
his  leadership  to  bring  recon- 
ciliation to  Chile,  Pinochet 
has  mocked  foe  dead  — and 
their  relatives.  A few  years 
ago,  for  instance,  when  100  or 
so  mutilated  bodies  bad  been 
located  m a cemetery,  packed 
two  to  a coffin,  he  quipped 
that  those  who  had  buried 
those  victims  should  be  con- 
gratulated for  having  spared 
the  state  foe  expense  of  an 
extra  coffin  and  extra  nails. 

Even  so,  as  I dosed  foe 
Iliad,  I wondered  If  that  gen- 
eral. whom  I detest  above  all 
people  on  this  Earth,  was 
totally  beyond  the  reach  of 
Homer’s  words.  I wondered  if 
this  is  not  the  time,  foe  only 
time,  when  somebody  must 
ask  Pinochet  to  meditate 
upon  Achilles  and  Priam  if 
now  is  not  foe  precise  mo- 
ment when  the  Chilean  gen- 
eral may  be  open  to  foe  mes- 
sage from  the  plains  of  Troy. 
Because  it  turns  out  that  Pi- 
nochet Is  about  to  lose  power 
In  six  mouths  frorp  now,  on 
March  H,  1998,  he  will  retire 
from  foe  army,  and  will  no 
longer  exercise  foe  authority 
that  would  enable  him  to 
right,  however  slightly,  the 
wrongs  he  has  dime,  and 
begin  to  repair  foe  conse- 
quences of  his  reign. 


UITE  frankly,  1 do  not 
expect  him  to  heed 
.these  words.  He  has 
shown  himself  to  be  a man 
outside  foe  common  bonds  of 
humanity.  And  yet  I have 
forced  myself  to  swallow  my 
pride,  and  write  them,  many 
miles  from  home,  and  thou- 
sands of  years  after  Hector 
was  buried  outside  the  walls 
of  Tiny. 

General  Pinochet  you  have 
reiterated  over  and  over  that 
you  executed  foe  1973  coup  in 
order  to  save  Chile  for  west- 
ern civilisation.  Here  is  foe 
first  epic,  the  warrior  epic  of 
the  western  world  you  say 
you  are  defending  In  It,  the 
man  who  has  insulted  and 
foamed  foe  corpse  of  his 
enemy  ends  up  restoring  It  to 
foe  bereaved  family.  General 
Pinochet  if  you  have  not  lis- 
tened to  foe  thnnsanrig  of  rela- 
tives of  foe  missing  all  these 
years,  perhaps  you  will  at- 
tend to  foe  call  of  King  Priam 
of  Troy  who  reminded  Achil- 
les that  there  are  laws  that 
oblige  us  all,  merely  because 
we  belong  to  the  same  species. 

General  Pinochet  before  you 
leave  power,  read  the  Iliad  and 
think  about  tomorrow. 


'CVAriel  Dorfman.  1907.  The 
author  of  Death  And  The  Maiden 
is  Waiter  Hines  Pages 
Research  Professor  at  Duke 
University.  His  memoir, 

Heading  South.  Looking  North; 

A Bilingual  Journey  (Hodder), 
will  be  published  next  May 
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Henry  James  a passion 

for  politics 


Leon  ecu,  who  has 

dtod  a Bed  89,  was 
one  of  this  century's 
dominating  figures 
In  the  field  of  liter- ! 
above  all  for 
Ms  work  on  the  writer  who ! 

arguably  America’s, 
single  most  important  novel*  I 
1st,  Henry  James.  Adel’s 
career  exhibited  an  extraordi- 
narily sustained  scholarly  at* 
Motion  to  James,  from  the  I 
pe^pnlnss  of  doctoral  work 
In  Paris  in  the  late  1920s  to 
active  participation  in  the 
controversy  about  James’s 
sexuality  earlier  this  year  — 

a controversy  prompted  by  a 
new  biography  of  James  chal- 
lenging Mel's  own 
interpretation. 

Ettel  was  bom  in  Pittsburgh 
but  the  family  moved  to  Can- 
ada when  he  was  still  an  In- 
fant; he  attended  McGill  UnL 
versify  in  Montreal,  where  he 
received  a master’s  degree  in 
English  in  1928,  after  which 
he  achieved  his  doctorate  in 
literature  at  the  University  of 
Paris  in  1982  — having  al- 
ready, the  previous  year,  pub- 
lished short  books  on  James’s 
prefeces  and  on  Henry  James, 
the  Dramatic  Years.  In  Paris 
Edel  met  Edith  Wharton,  a 
close  friend  of  James’s  tin  his 
death  in  1916;  with  her  help 
and  encouragement,  he  set 
out  with  great  persistence  — 
not  unlike  the  obsessive  biog- 
rapher in  James's  The  Aspen? 
Papers — to  track  down  and 
interview  numerous  other 
surviving  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances, including  the 
feminist  actress  and  writer 
Elizabeth  Robins,  George  Ber- 
nard Shaw,  with  whom  James 
had  quarrelled,  James's  sec- 
retary Theodora  Bosanquet 
(later  editor  of  Time  and  Tide 
magazine),  and  his  valet,  Bur- 
gess Noakes. 

The  assistance  and  often 
the  documents  furnished  by 
these  people  gave  Edel  a great 
advantage  over  later  James 
scholars;  he  was  first  on  the 
scene,  before  James's  works 
had  come  into  general  critical 
regard  with  a new  generation 
of  critics  (the  revival  was  par- 
ticularly marked  with  the 
centenary  of  James's  birth  In 
1943).  For  some  decades,  en- 
joying almost  exclusive  ac- 
cess to  the  James  archive  in 
Harvard  (with  the  support  of 
the  femlly),  Edel  would  bene- 
fit from  a virtual  monopoly  as 
an  editor  and  introducer  of 
his  author’s  enormous  oeuvre. 

However,  between  his 
youthful  anaripinin.  training 
and  the  post-war  beginnings 
of  his  success,  Edel  was 
reduced,  from  1934  to  1948,  to 
supporting  himself  and  his 
research  by  work  in  Paris  and 
London  as  a freelance  writer 
and  journalist 
A witness  of  his  early 
labours  in  Paris  once  sug- 
gested to  me  that  the  hard- 
ships he  endured  during  this 
period  had  somewhat  embit- 
tered his  attitude  to  the  aca- 
demic world  and  put  him  mi 
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Leon  Edel. . .as  a biographer  his  readability  far  exceeded  that  of  his  principal  subject 


the  defensive  in  regard  to 
sharing  his  discoveries  and 
his  materials.  Indeed,  al- 
though often  gracious  and 
generous,  he  was  far  from 
displaying  these  qualities  in 
hia  behaviour  towards 
younger  scholars  he  saw  as 
trespassing  on  his  territory. 

Edel  served  in  the  army 
during  the  second  world  war. 
Soon  after  he  came  into  pub- 
lic view  with  a fat  volume. 
The  Complete  Plays  of  Henry 
James  (1948),  a still-valuable 


edition  (with  a biographical 
slant)  erf  unpublished  or  little 
known  works  from  James’s 
Ql-feted  theatrical  campaigns. 
Edel  had  apparently  agreed 
with  the  James  family  to 
carry  straight  on  to  edit 
James's  enormous  correspon- 
dence — but  decided  not  to. 
His  four-volume  selection  of 
James’s  letters  would  only  ap- 
pear three  decades  later  (1974- 
84),  disappointing  Insofar  as 
it  contained  only  1,100  letters 
out  of  an  estimated  15,000,  and 


it  was  basically  an  annex  to  i 
the  biography.  I 

The  first  product  of  Edel’s ! 
decision  appeared  in  1953. 1 
The  Untried  Years  was  fd- 
lowed  by  four  other  volumes 
In  a massive  biography  of 
James;  the  last.  The  Master, 
came  out  19  years  later  in 
1972.  There  was  a revised  ver- 
sion in  two  volumes  in  1977 
and  a single- volume  abridge- 
ment in  1985. 

In  1953  Edel  also  began 
teaching  at  New  York  Univer- 
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sity,  where  In  1966  the  post  of 
Henry  James  Professor  was 
created  for  him.  In  1972  he 
moved  to  Honolulu  as  Citi- 
zens’ Professor  of  English  at 
the  University  of  Hawaii,  and 
after  his  retirement  in  1978 
continued  to  lecture  there 
and  elsewhere  in  the  US. 

He  edited  volumes  cf  papers 
and  diaries  by  his  friend,  the 
critic-  Edmund  Wilson;  he 
wrote  critical  biographies  of 
Willa  Cather  and  Thoreau, 
and  studies  of  Bloomsbury 


and  the  psychological  novel. 
But  he  won  file  Pulitzer  Prize, 
and  joined  the  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Letters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Academy,  on  the  strength 
of  his  life  of  James. 

Written  with  conscious  art- 
istry — Edel  would  data  that 
biography  was  “a  primary  art 
form"  — and  demonstrating 
his  passionate  saturation 
with  all  the  fects  of  his  sub- 
ject, the  biography  met  the  I 
requirements  of  the  New 
York  literary  world  of  the 
1980a.  That  world  rightly  ad- 
mired  Edel’s  detailed  knowl- 1 
Rdgg  of  James’s  milieu  and 
familiarity  with  European 
culture,  and  accepted  his  high 
Hajm<i  for  James’s  genius;  but 
was  also  broadly  tolerant  of 
what  he  nailed  “experiments 
in  biographical  narration”  — 
matring  James’s  life  Into  a 
story.  Edel’s  easy  novellstic 
readability  was  much  greater 
than  that  of  bis  master,  and 
be  must  often  have  been  read 
by  those  who  could  not  read 
the  works  of  his  subject 

JAMES' the  lifelong 
bachelor,  in  bis  cau- 
tious gentlemanly 
discretion  about  his 
private  life,  was 
what  Edel  called  “a  challenge 
to  the  art  of  biography".  Con- 
fident, in  the  heyday  of  New 
York  psychoanalysis,  that 
“the  explorations  of  Sigmund 
Freud  and  his  successors 
have  created  a new  province 
for  biographical  adventure 
and  knowledge”,  Edel  often 
ignored  Freud's  own  saying 
that  "biographical  truth  is 
not  to  be  had”. 

"Regarding  the  works  of  the 
imagination  as  possible  life' 
material”,  as  he  said,  iMd 
would  often  strain  to  flU  in  the 
blanks  James  had  left  by  treat- 
ing novels  and  tales  like 
dreams  rather  than  conscious 
works  of  art,  detecting,  rather 
arbitrarily,  sibling  rivalries, 
castration  complexes,  homo- 
sexual tendencies,  and  Oedl- 
pal  urges.  In  this  regard  the 
biography  has  dated  — and 
others  have  come  along  to 
push  such  readings  harder 
and  Anther,  especially  the  ho- 
mosexual tandonrlas  — al- 
though without  .uncovering 
much  more  evidence. 

Edel’s  masterpiece  is  un- 
surpassed, however,  in  its 
less  tendentious  aspects;  as 
an  evocation  of  a social  world 
by  one  who  knew  many  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  who  lived  for 
decades  among  its  docu- 
ments, patiently  accumulat- 
ing details  and  ambitiously 
building  up  a huge  canvas.  He 
reinvented  a great  writer  for 
his  times,  and  he  will  con- 
tinue to  be  read. 

Edel  was  twice  divorced, 
and  is  survived  by  his  third 
wife,  Marjorie. 

Philip  Horn* 

Leon  Edel,  biographer,  bom 
September  9, 1907;  died  Septem- 
ber 5. 1BS7 


THE  FRENCH  politi- 
cian Roger  Frey,  who 
has  died  aged  84,  was 
passionately  commit- 
ted to  GauHist  politics  yet 
cultivated  an  understated, 
quiet  and  selMEadng  man- 
ner. General  de  Gaulle  appre- 
ciated Ms  loyalty,  his  judg- 
ment and  his  character,  but 
also  those  organisational  abil- 
ities which  Frey  applied  to 
party  building  — clandes- 

tine action. 

Frey  was  one  of  the  small 
inner  circle  erf  the  general’s 
"barons”,  the  Gaullists  of 
“the  first  hour".  In  1940  he 
sided  with  the  Free  French, 
he  was  with  de  Gaulle  during 
his  post-war  years  in  the  po- 
litical desert  and  a key  fig- 
ure in  the  Fifth  Republic 
from  1958.  He  subsequently 
supported  de  Gaulle's  suc- 
cessor Georges  Pompidou 
but  was  sidelined  in  Jacques 
Chirac's  party  after  the  mid- 
1970s. 

Frey  was  the  Fifth  Repub- 
lic’s longest  serving  minister, 
lasting  more  than  13  years. 
He  was  also  president  of  the 
Constitutional  Council  from 
1974  to  1983. 

His  father  was  from  Alsace 
and  his  mother  from  Nor- 
mandy, but  he  was  bom  in 
New  Caledonia  in  the  Pacific, 
where  the  femlly  bad  a plan- 
tation nickel  mining  in- 
terests. He  studied  science  in 
Paris  but  after  briefly  work- 
ing in  the  family  business  he 
served  as  an  ordinary  soldier 
in  the  Free  French  Pacific 
Army  in  194ft  He  went  on  to 
thn>  campaigns  in  Africa,  Italy 
and  France,  ending  the  war  as 
a lieutenant 

At  the  Liberation  he  was  on 
the  secretariat  of  the  GauHist 1 
group  in  the  Assembly.  De 
Gaulle  made  him  a charge  de 
mission  in  the  Far  East  from 
1945  to  1947  after  which  he 
joined  the  directorate  of  De 
Gaulle’s  newly-founded  Rally 
of  the  French  People.  & be- 
came treasurer  in  1951,  its 
most  difficult  time,  and  four 
years  later  was  secretary-gen- 
eral of  the  small  group  pre- 
paring tor  De  Gaulle’s  return 
to  power.  As  the  Algerian  war 
worsened  he  was  responsible 
in  Algiers  for  GauHist  organi- 
sation. This  is  a story  which 
has  yet  to  be  folly  uncovered. 

When  De  Gaulle  returned  to 
office  In  1958  Ffey  was  nomi- 
nated to  the  committee  to 
draft  the  new  constitution-  He 
also  cofounded  and  became 
secretary-general  of  the  new 
GauHist  party.  In  1959  he  be- 
came information  minister 
and  in  February  1961  took 
over  as  interior  minister. 

At  the  interior  ministry  he 
was  at  the  heart  of  the 
straggle  against  the  right- 
wing  terrorists  an  the  one  1 
hand,  and  the  Algerian  na- 
tionalists on  the  other.  In 
April  1961  came  the  abortive 
generals’  putsch,  and  it  was 
Frey  who  issued  orders  to 
volunteers  to  prevent  para- 
troops landing  in  Paris.  Then 
on  October  1961  came  the  no- 
torious and  disastrous  dem- 
onstrations when  many  Alge- 
rians — possibly  more  than 
aoo  — were  killed.  These  were 
followed  by  the  demonstra- 
tions at  Charanne  in  Febru- 
ary 1962  when  nine  people 
were  crushed  to  death. 


Gerard  McLamon 


The  accidental  playwright 


THE  IRISH  actor  and 
playwright  Gerard 
McLarnon,  who  has 
died  aged  82,  was  a solitary, 
uncompromising  writer  who 
said  what  he  wanted  to  say 
and  not  what  people  wanted 
to  hear.  "That  be  has  been  so 
little  celebrated  is  not,  of 
course,  a reflection  on  his 
remarkable  gifts,’’  wrote  the 
critic  Ronald  Harwood,  “bat 
rather  a sad  commentary  on 
the  tirnaw  to  which  he  has 
been  at  work.” 

His  career  spanned  barn- 
storming acting  to  pre-war 
rural  Ireland  and  the  contem- 
porary London  fringe.  And 
Til  never  forget  the  sheer  sen- 
sual delight  in  the  use  of  lan- 
guage — and  ideas  and  emo- 
tions — that  be  exhibited  in 
Blood,  Biotic  And  Gold,  which 


was  first  seen  at  the  Royal 
Exchange  in  Manchester  to 
1980. 

McLarnon  was  born  in 
Clitheroe,  Lancashire,  when 
his  mother  was  visiting  the 
textile  town  where  his  father 
worked  as  a fabric  printer.  He 
was  brought  up  near  Belfast 
and  wanted  to  work  to  the 
theatre  from  an  early  age, 
although  he  had  never  visited 
one.  He  talked  his  way  into  a 
walk-on  role  with  Frank  Ben- 
son’s touring  company  when 
they  visited  Belfast  and  later 
spent  four  years  as  an  actor 
with  Andrew  MacMaster’s  i 
company,  faking  Greek  clas- 
sics and  Shakespeare  to  Irish  j 
villages.  After  the  war  he  j 
joined  the  Bristol  Old  Vic  for , 
its  first  two  years.  1 

He  explained  his  turn  from  , 


acting  to  writing  by  saying  it 
was  an  accident.  “When  one 
isn’t  acting  to  plays  one  is 
writing  plays."  His  first.  Un- 
hallowed, was  optioned  by 
Emlyn  Williams,  premiered 
by  Perth  rep  and  won  an  Arts 
Council  prize  and  the  Foyle 
Award. 

The  next.  The  Wrestler's 
Honeymoon,  was  a bawdy 
Irish  farce  which  Laurence 
Olivier  hired  Hugh  Cruttwell 
to  direct.  Retitled  The 
MacRoary  Whirl,  it  was  tried 
out  in  Oxford  and  Cardiff  but 
Olivier  took  his  name  off  the 
production  because  he  found 
it  too  bawdy.  (McLarnon  was 
very  angry  about  the  heavy- 
handed  direction.)  Ahead  of 
its  time  to  shock  value,  it  ran 
for  three  days  at  the 
Duchess. 


McLarnon . . . integrity 

In  1958,  Tyrone  Guthrie 
directed  a production  of  his 
play  about  the  sectarian  div- 
ide, The  Barutfire.  Although 
one  Irish  critic  called  it  “the 
first  serious  treatment  of  the 
Twelfth’’  (of  July),  it  caused 
riots  when  It  opened  at  the 
Belfast  Opera  House  and  the 
government  tried  to  stop  it 
transferring  to  Edinburgh  — 
the  first  Irish  play  to  visit  the 


festival  — where  it  was  well  i 
received.  Again,  McLarnon 
was  ahead  erf  his  time. 

He  wrote  a series  of  BBC 
Third  Programme  radio  plays 
and  many  of  them  — like 
Abandon  AU  Remorse  and  The 
Old  Belfegor  Gag  (with 
Wilfred  Bramble  to  the  cast) 
— were  based  on  his  experi- 
ences as  a travelling  player  to 
Ireland.  He  also  wrote  the 
librettos  for  a number  of  John 
Tavener  operas  including 
Theresa,  produced  at  Covent 
Garden  in  1980,  and  The 
Gentle  Spirit,  also  staged  in. 
Salzburg  and  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

He  was  a regular  performer 
with  the  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange  and  adapted  The 
Government  Inspector  in  1983 
and  The  Brothers  Karamazoo 
in  1993  for  the  company.  It 
gave  him  great  pleasure  that 
La  Mama  company  staged  the 
latter  to  New  York  that  year 
and  then  toured  Russia  with 
it  The  huge  tableaux  used  to 
the  set  were  commandeered 
as  barricades  during  Yeltsin's 


siege  of  the  Russian 
parliament 

Brought  up  as  a Northern 
Irish  Roman  Catholic,  McLar- 
nnn  rarely  returned  to  Ire- 
land after  the  war.  Rejecting 
Catholicism  in  his  early  twen- 
ties, he  joined  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  — where  he 
married  wnoan.  whom  be  had 
met  working  in  the  theatre  — 
and  became  a dose  friend  of 
Archbishop  Antony  Bloom. 

The  Royal  Exchange  direc- 
tor Brahara  Murray  described 
McLarnon  as  having  100  per 
cent  integrity  — Murray  had 
managed  to  persuade  him  to 
rewrite  three  lines  of  The 
Brothers  Karamazoo  and  saw 
it  as  a great  victory:  “If  ever 
there  was  a voice  of  the  Royal 
Exchange,  then  McLarnon 
was  it." 

His  son,  Fergus,  Is  also  an 
actor. 

Robin  Thombor 

Gerard  McLamon,  actor  and 
writer,  bom  April  16,  1915;  died 
August  18. 1997 


Frey . ..  clandestine  action 

Frey  was  also  In  Charge  in 
October  1965  wlen  Ben 
Barka,  the  political  opponent 
cf  the  King  of  Moxicco,  was 
kidnapped;  he  was  river  seen 
again.  These  were  thi  years  of 
plastic  bomb  attack!  against 
the  police  and  explosions 
across  France.  The  ninistry 
fought  back  wtth  clandestine 
methods  and  few  aruples. 
This  earned  Frey  the  tudying 
suspicion  of  the  left. 

He  left  the  interior  mnistry 
in  1967,  becoming  muster 
responsible  for  relation  with 
Parliament.  He  organied  the 
Republican  defence  ctnmit- 
tees  responsible  for  tin  mas- 
sive GauHist  demonstrations 
which  countered  the  TVfay 


He  issued  order,  to 
volunteers  to 
prevent  paratroops 
landing  in  Paris 
during  the 
generals’ abortive 
putsch  in  1961 


events"  of  1968.  Although  tb 
new  President,  Pompldoi 
kept  him  in  the  cabinet  hi 
was  ix)  longer  a central  figun 
and  he  left  the  government  in 
1972. 

He  returned  to  the  Assem- 
bly in  1973  and  served  a year 
as  president  of  the  GauUlst 
group.  One  of  Pompidou's  last 
acts  had  been  to  nominate 
him  to  the  Constitutional 
Council,  a move  treated  with 
hostility  by  the  left.  However, 
he  developed  a feeling  for 
legal  nuance  and  an  unex- 
pected determination  to  es- 
tablish the  council’s  indepen- 
dence and  ensure  it  was 
respected. 

Frey  left  political  life  to 
1963  but  helped  in  the  search 
for  a settlement  on  New  Cale- 
donia for  the  socialist  Rocard 
government  in  1988.  He  had 
been  Deputy  for  the  12th  dis- 
trict in  Paris  from  1962  to  1964 
and  he  was  awarded  the 
Grand  Croix  of  the  Legion 
d’Honneur  by  President 
Chirac 

He  leaves  a wife  and  two 
children. 

Pavtd  Bell 

Roger  Frey,  politician,  bom  June 
11.  1913;  died  September  13, 
1997 


Anne  Bancroft,  actress,  66; 
David  Bintley,  director,  Bir- 
mingham Royal  Ballet,  40; 

< Russell  Brown,  Labour  MP, 

I 46;  Marshal  of  the  RAF  Lord 
Craig,  68;  Angela  Heytin, 
public  relations  director,  54; 
Damon  BUI,  racing  driver, 
37;  Prof  Park  Honan,  biogra- 
pher, 69;  Ursula  Howells,  ac- 
tress, 75;  Desmond  Lynam, 
Sports  broadcaster.  55;  Roddy  i 
McDowalL  actor,  68;  Brian  | 
Matthew,  disc  jockey,  69; 
Stirling  Moss,  racing  driver, 
68;  Andy  Reed,  Labour  MP. 
33;  Dinah  Sheridan,  actress, 
77;  Mary  Stewart,  historical 
novelist.  81;  Karen  Straker, 
showjumper.  33. 


8CANIUN.  Mormnri  WOtttanhoiraa  into 
HuHnot.  agon  82.  Peacafcjlly  at  CoWiom 
Cotoga  Hospital  on  September  IMl  1997. 
VWa  or  the  Ian  HanS  Norton  Scant! in. 
bovtna  and  loved  matter,  grandmother, 
great  grandmother  and  literal  The  Funeral 
wH  be  held  u Randalls  Petit  Crematonutn. 
LeatnarHead  on  Monday  September  22nd 
at  1X00  noon.  Femlly  flowers  only,  dona- 
tions It  desired  » Cobham  Hospital  League 
of  Friends,  a to  James  & Thomas  Ft D,  umi 
Road.  Cobhem.  Surrey  KT11  3AL.  Tel. 
01032  882  009 

VMHJEV.  Warn  neehmood.  on  Septem- 
ber 12th  1897.  aged  28  years.  Dearly  Wed 
son  of  Amanda  Brindley  end  the  late  Peter 
Vartty  and  loved  brother  of  Michael  and 
Lucy.  He  will  be  missed  by  all  hb  tamilv 
and  friends.  Rowers  or  donations  H desired 
to  NOVA  Lauteemta  Fond.  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary.  Sendee  wfll  taka  place  on 
Friday  September  IBBi  at  Sv  Petet'a 
Church,  (Mancbaater  UrtvwaHy  Chapel!. 
CMori  Rood,  at  SflOpm.  teamed  by  com- 
mittal at  Manchester  Crematorium  at 
4.00pm.  All  funeral  eng ulnae  to  Co-Opera - 


mltfal  at  Manchester  Crematorium  at 
4.00pm.  All  funeral  enguim®  to  Co-Opera - 
Dve  Funeral  Sendee.  Chariton.  MamheMer. 
Tel:  0181  881  2212. 

■To  DtBcejrour  announcement  telephone 
0171  713  468?  or  hoc  0171  713  4U9  between- 
Bam  and  3pm  MotvFri. 


Candid  camera 

IN  1917,  Elsie  and  Frances, 
aged  16  and  10  respectively, 
borrowed  Elsie’s  father’s 
Midg  camera,  loaded  with 
one  cumbersome  old-fash- 
ioned plate  and  set  off  down 
the  stream,  or  beck,  at  the 

bottom  of  their  garden. 

The  plate  they  came  back 
with,  when  developed  by 
Frances's  father,  seemed  to 
show  her  festooned  by  a 
posse  of  prancing  feiries.  In 
the  face  of  parental  scepti- 
cism, and,  given,  a certain 
amount  of  notice,  the  two 
girls  produced  more  expo- 

suresover  the  next  few 
months. 

Bat  the  unimpressed 


senior  members  of  the  fam- 
ily kept  the  miracle  dark,  so 
to  speak,  until  1919,  when  El- 
sie’s mother  attended  a local 
meeting  of  the  Theospphical 
Society.  Mrs  Wright  shyly 
mentioned  the  existence  of 
the  plates  to  the  visiting 
speaker,  who  put  them  into 
the  hands  of  Sir  Arthur  Co- 
nan Doyle. 

Doyle  had  lost  his  own  son, 
Kingsley,  in  the  war  and  had 
become  a fanatical  spiritual- 
ist Utterly  persuaded  by  the 
photographs,  he  wrote  a then 
famous  essay  called:  “Fairies 
Photographed:  An  Epoch- 
Making  Event"  and  submit- 
ted tt  to  the  Strand  magazine. 
It  ran  as  a Christinas  cover 
story  in  1920  and  formed  the 

core  of  a later  book.  Conan 
Doyle  also  asked  the  two  girls 
to  produce  more  photographs, 
which  at  first  they  found  they 
could  not  Then  they  discov- 
ered they  could,  to  the  tune  of 
three  more.  Then  they 
stopped  all  together. 

The  episode  highlighted  the 
growing  dispute  between  Co- 
nan Doyle  and  his  one-time 
friend  HoudinL  The  latter, 
having  lost  his  adored 
mother  and  having  tried  the 


1 ’spiritualist”  route  of  rees- 
tablishing contact,  bad  be- 
come utterly  persuaded  the 
other  way.  He  toured  for  and 
wide,  exposing  and  denounc- 
ing the  callous  hoaxes  of  the 
ectoplasm-artists  and  of  those 
who  dealt,  for  coin,  to  the  bur- 
bllngs  from  the  beyond. 

He  claimed  that  he  could 
explain  or  duplicate  any  of 
the  "special  effects”  pro- 
duced at  any  supposed 
stance.  This  cut  Sir  Arthur  to 
the  very  quick.  What  an  ideal 
confrontation.  In  one  comer, 
the  noble  creator  of  Sherlock 
Hdlmes  and  the  respected 
author  of  forensic  and  detec- 
tive prose.  In  the  other,  the 
hardscrabble  immigrant  son 
of  a Hungarian  rabbi,  making 
an  equally  febulous  salary  out 
of  prestidigitation. 

But  it’s  the  magician  who 
hold  soot  for  hard  evidence 
and  the  use  of  reason,  while 
the  old  sleuth-fen  cier  fells  to 
pieces  in  a Watson-like  piece 
ofbaffoonery. 

Fairy  Title:  A True  Story,  star- 
ring  Peter  O'Toole  as  Sir 
Arthur  Conan  Doyle  and  Har- 
vey Keitel  as  HaudinUproues 
fairies  are  back  in  fashion,  ar- 
gues Vanity  Fair. 


As  yet  untitled 

THIS  Is  bow  it’s  supposed  to 
be. 

You  walk  into  a gallery  and 
look  at  a picture.  Interesting, 
you  think*  I wonder  what  it 
means.  You  look  at  the  title 
for  some  help.  It’s  called 
something  informative  such 
as  Landscape  In  the  Silesian 
Mountains  or  Violin  With 
Grapes.  Perhaps  it  tells  you 
something  of  the  Identity  of 
the  subject  Jan  Six.  An  Am- 
sterdam Patrician  or  Portrait 
Qf  Ms  Bowels  With  Her  Dog. 

Or  may  be  it  sets  oat  a philo- 
sophical view  which,  looking 
from  the  title  to  the  picture, 
you  now  see  dramatised  to  the 
work;  Poussin's  Et  in  Arcadia 
Ego  (a  somewhat  gnomic  title, 
yes,  but  one  that  directs  our 
attention  to  the  ubiquity  of 
death). 

Quite  possibly  it’s  the  other, 
way  around:  You  see  some- 
thing in  the  picture  and  look 
to  the  title,  delighted  to  see 
your  interpretation  con- 
firmed. Two  Haystacks  for 
Instance.  Either  way,  there's  a 
reassuringly  stable  relation- 
ship between  stgnifier  and  sig- 
nified. Nobody's  having  you 


an.  And  the  title,  quaint  no- 
tion this,  is  at  your  service, 
the  handmaiden  of  aesthetic 
appreciation. 

It’s  very  different  with  ab- 
stract art. 

Take  Ellsworth  Kelly, 
whose  retrospective  show  has 
just  stopped  off  at  the  Tate  on 

its  way  around  the  globe. 
There’s  rarely  a signifier.  just 
an  exhibition  of  burly  signi- 
fieds,  great  sunny  blocks  of 
colour  that  defy  you  to  read 
something  into  thpiw,  chal- 
lenge you  to  look  for  an  Iden- 
tity other  than  what's  on  the 
canvas. 

You  study  four  panels  of 
colour,  green,  red,  yellow  and 
blue.  You  look  at  the  title  for  a 
hint  about  what’s  going  on,  a 
nod  at  a subtext  perhaps,  an 
explanation.  But  no,  it’s 
called  Green  Red  Yellow  Blue, 
and  consists  of  four  big  panes 
separated  by  nine-inch 
intervals. 

Neoer fudge  a picture  by  its 
title  advises  the  New 
Statesman. 

Light  fantastic 

AFTER  prolonged  resistance, 
science  now  accepts  that  the 


Earth  produces  lights.  Anec- 
dotal evidence  for  “earth- 
quake lights”  (EQLs)  existed 
for  many  years,  but  proof 
finally  came  in  a senes  of 


swarm  of  earthquakes  in 
Japan  in  1967. 

EQLs  can  take  many  forms, 
from  sprinkles  on  hillsides  to 
generated  glows,  streamers, 
columns  and  balls  cf  light  in 
the  sky.  The  great  Tashkent 
earthquake  of 1966  was  pre- 
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ceded  by  an  intense  white 
light  that  lit  the  interiors  of 
people’s  homes. 

Afterwards  balloon-like 
balls  of  coloured  light  hung  to 
the  atmosphere.  In  1996. 
lights  in  the  week  preceding 
the  more  modest  quake  in  ■ 
Cornwall,  England,  appeared 
as  slow  flashes  in  the  sky, 
moon-like  spheres,  and  rect- 
angles aflight  making  “preci- 
sion” movements  through 
the  air. 

Lights,  camera,  not  much 
action,  Fortean  Times. 

1984  revisited 

THE  year  1984 has  come  and 
gone,  but  this  danger  is 
surely  as  great  now  as  it  ever 
was.  Orwell  did  not  solve  the 
problem.  How  could  he?  He 
made  it  clear  that  there  is  no 
final  solution.  Bat  he  also 
pointed  to  the  increasing;  and 
potentially  fruitful,  battle  to 
preserve  or  rediscover 
human  decency. 

Equally  important  is  the 
preeminence  Orwell  gave  to 


Hie  teaches  that  we  must  all 

„ _ _ .......  atrivafordarityofexpres- 

Fortean  Times;  The  light  stuff  sum,  so  that  foe  meaning 


chooses  the  word  and  not  the 
word  the  meaning,  against 
the  debasing  standards  of  the 
media,  the  public  relations 
experts  and  the  politicans  — 
indeed  of  all  those  who  would 
seek  to  convince  not  by  logi- 
I cal  argument  but  by  appeal  to 
our  emotions  or  our  cupidity 
I — and  of  the  academic  pun- 
dits whose  impenetrable  ver- 
biage sometimes  prevents  us 
from  seeing  what  is  under 
our  nose.  All  too  often,  he  in- 
sisted, language  "is  designed 
to  make  lies  sound  truthful 
and  murder  respectable,  and 
to  give  an  appearance  of  solid- 
ity to  pure  wmd." 

We  must  therefore  accept 
no  authorities,  even  i£  in  the 
; process,  Orwell  himself  is 
dethroned. 

I Robert  Pearce,  editor  of  The 
Sayings  Cf  George  Orwell  in 
HistoryToday. 

I Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  B-maU 
Jackddto@guardian,co.uk.; 
j fitc0l7i-7J3  4366;  write  Jack- 
daw, The  Guardian,  119  For  - 
I rtngdon  Road,  London  EciR 
3ER. 
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Experts  bury  British  coal 


Notebook 
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THK  Government's 
Panel  of  advisers  on 
efrrgy  policy  yes- 
teday  sounded  the 
detth-knell  for  the 
coal  industy  when  it  gave 
the  most  e^licit  forecast  yet 
of  the  neai  If  not  complete, 
e radicatl  or  of  deep  mining  in 
Britain. 

In  a papa:  published  with 
the  Govenmenfs  annual  en- 
ergy reviw,  the  first  to  be 
published  under  the  Labour 
gov emmet,  the  panel  pre- 
dicts th-t  environmental 
pressure^  and  the  operation 
of  the  maket  could  mean  that 
by  2010  aal  plays  almost  no 
part  In  nesting  the  country’s 
energy  dmands. 

The  n«vs  is  a bitter  blow  to 
the  couiry*s  coal  producers 
as  they  truggle  to  find  a mar- 
ket for  oe  remaining  23  deep 


mines.  It  is  a particular  blow 
to  RJB  Mining,  which  bought 
the  lion's  share  of  British 
Coal  when  it  was  privatised. 

Although  the  panel's  status 
is  only  advisory,  it  is  likely  to 
Influence  the  Government  as 
it  tries  to  balance  past  com- 
mitments to  protect  coal  and 
recent  ones  from  Tony  Biair  to 
cut  carbon  emissions  by  20  per 
cent  from  their  1990  level 

It  was  seen  as  significant 
that  the  Government  decided 
to  publish  the  panel's  views 
rather  than  follow  Conserva- 
tive administrations’  practice 
of  keeping  them  under  wraps.  ; 

The  panel  also  sees  little  j 
use  for  clean  coal  technol- ' 
ogles,  which  are  regarded  by  i 
the  industry  as  the  only  route  1 
to  survival,  and  says  any 
residual  need  for  coal  can  be 
met  by  imports. 

The  news  came  as  the  coal  1 
industry  appealed  to  the  elec- 
tricity regulator  to  halt  the 
"dash  for  gas"  on  the  grounds  | 


Targets  forreduction 

' rL.'S?.'VC>  -,'ti  . • v .vs- 

tsdftjctar  v.-  - ;• ra#*** 

Ob  : \ .7 . '■'dm  •’ 


it  was  more  expensive  for 
consumers. 

The  Confederation  of  Coal 
Producers  said  electricity 
consumers  were  already  pay- 
ing £50  million  more  for  their 
power  because  of  “sweet- 
heart” deals  between  gas 
power  stations  and  electricity 
companies.  The  cost  would 


rise  to  £170  million  from  next 
year  when  coal  prices  are  cut. 

The  energy  report  also  coin- 
cided with  news  of  a more  im- 
mediate setback  for  coal 
when  Eastern  Group,  the 
country’s  third-biggest  fbssE- 
fUel  generator,  said  it  would 
spend  £40  million  converting 
two  of  its  coal  stations,  Ruge- 


ley,  Staffordshire,  and  Drake- 
low,  South  Derbyshire,  to 
bum  gas  as  well  The  group 
said  the  move  would  immedi- 
ately cut  its  demand  for  coaL 
Energy  minister  John  Battle 
went  some  way  to  endorsing 
the  panel’s  views  by  printing 
its  advice  in  foil  and  drawing 
attention  to  the  findings. 


In  his  introduction  to  the 
annual  report  be  said  the  coal 
industry  faces  "serious  chal- 
lenges". The  Government  was 
still  evaluating  the  role  of 
clean  coal  technology  and 
pursuing  cases  in  Brussels 
against  subsidies  for  foe  Ger- 
man «nri  Spanish  coal  indus- 
tries. 

The  panel  paints  a stark 
foture  for  coal  saying  the 
market,  left  to  its  own  de- 
vices, would  drive  UK  coal 
out  of  the  picture  when  cur- 
rent contracts  end  next  April 

"There  is  a strong  proba- 
bility that  after  1998  the  UK 
deep-mined  coal  industry 
wiQ  face  steep  decline  under 
competition  from  imports 
(cheaper  and.  lower  in  sul- 
phur) and  from  gas-fired 
generation." 

Government  Intervention 
could  jeopardise  efficient 
working  of  foe  market  and 
contravene  international 
rules  on  state  aid. 


Brown  sets  out 
for  IMF  heaven 
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Dairy  farmers  hope  their  generating  plant  will  mean  slurry  with  a fringe  benefit  on  top 

FARMERS  in  one  of  Brit- 1 the  country,  will  be  built  on  r of  pollution  caused  by  seep- 1 The  Hols  worthy  plant,  I to  reduce  the  risk  of  pollu- 
ain’s  dairy  heartlands,  an  industrial  estate  in  the  age  from  untreated  slurry  based  on  Danish  models,  tion  from  accidents  and  the 


I ain’s  dairy  heartlands, 
unable  to  cope  with  moun- 
tainous and  growing  vol- 
umes of  animal  waste  pro- 
duced each  year,  have  come 
up  with  a novel  idea  to 
solve  the  problem,  writes 
Geoffrey  Gibbs. 

They  are  banding 
together  to  build  an  envi- 
ronmentally friendly 
power  station  fuelled  by 
slurry. 

The  biogas  plant,  said  to 
be  the  first  commercial- 
scale  venture  of  its  kind  in 


the  country,  will  be  built  on 
an  industrial  estate  In  the 
Holsworthy,  north  Devon. 

The  1.5  megawatt  plant  is 
expected  to  start  operating 
within  the  next  12  months. 
In  addition  to  generating 
electricity  for  the  National 
Grid  it  will  provide  hot 
water  for  the  industrial  es- 
tate and  buildings  such  as 
the  local  hospital. 

Treated  waste  will  be 
returned  to  farms  in  a form 
that  makes  It  more  easily 
absorbed  by  plants  — 
reducing  the  smell  and  risk 


of  pollution  caused  by  seep- 
age from  untreated  slurry 
into  water  courses. 

The  countryside  around 
Holsworthy  (pictured)  has 
one  of  the  highest  cattle 
populations  in  Britain. 
There  are  estimated  to  be 
29,000  dairy  cows  within  a 
seven-mile  radius  of  the  I 
town. 

With  each  cow  producing 
about  40  litres  of  slurry  a 
day,  formers  have  to  cope 
with  storage  and  disposal 
of  440  million  litres  of  the 
noisome  waste  annually. 


The  Holsworthy  plant, 
based  on  Danish  models, 
will  require  about  300,000 
litres  a day  to  produce  the 
methane  gas  needed  to 
drive  the  steam  turbines. 

Clare  Lukehnrst,  techni- 
cal adviser  to  the  scheme, 
said  that,  while  small  bio- 
gas waste  digesters  on  indi- 
vidual farms  in  Britain 
have  proved  to  be  uneco- 
nomic, the  environmental 
and  socio-economic  bene- 
fits of  a centralised  plant 
are  attractive. 

"It  also  has  the  potential 


to  reduce  the  risk  of  pollu- 
tion from  accidents  and  the 
application  of  slurry.  There 
will  be  less  odour  and  less 
mileage  of  dirty  roads.” 

About  60  farmers  are 
backing  the  project  which 
will  be  SO  per  cent  financed 
by  the  EU,  with  the  balance 
coming  from  formers,  local 
authorities  and  bank  loans. 

Supporters  of  the  scheme 
expect  the  plant  to  pay  for 
itself  through  the  sate  of 
electricity  and  hot  water 
within  about  five  years. 

mOTOGRAPH:  MARC  HLL 


Adidas  enters 
snow  business 


Watchdogs  in  review  scrap 


£840m  ski  deal 
puts  sportswear 
firm  near  summit, 
says  JULIA  FINCH 


I * 

* J.  ' 


m DID  AS,  the  German 
im  sportswear  group,  is 
^F^Rpaying  £840  million  for 
French  ski  specialist  Salomon 
In  a takeover  that  will  create 
one  of  the  world's  biggest 
sports  equipment  companies. 

The  deal  is  the  latest  coup 
for  French-bom  Robert  Louis- 
Dreyfus,  who  has  trans- 
formed what  was  an  ailing 
shoe  company  into  the  biggest 
i rival  to  Nike. 

In  four  years  the  51-year  old 

former  Saatchi  & Saatchi  ad- 
vertising agency  executive 
has  revamped  Adidas  by  cut- 
ting costs,  making  bold  acqui- 
sitions and  marketing  its 
brands  shrewdly.  Mr  Dreyfos, 
who  presides  over  meetings 
tu  jeans  and  a polo  shirt,  is 
how  intent  on  overtaking 
Nike  as  the  world’s  leading 

sports-«hoe  group. 

: with  the  purchase  of  Sah> 
inon,  the  renamed  Afodas-Sal- 
oxnon  will  have  15.1  bflhon 
(£32  trillion)  in  annual  sates, 
against  Nflce’s  $9  J3  billion. 

: Adidas  is  strong  In  Europe 
iin  footwear  and  clothing, 
while  Salomon,  which  also 
, owns  Taylor 

Mavic  cycling  brands,  te  a big 
. narnp-  in  Japan  and  the  US. 

The  move  also  underlines 
problems  the  biggest  sklcom- 
panifts  have  faced  in  recent 
years.  Demand  for  Alpine 


skis  has  tumbled  throughout 
the  1990s  after  the  boom  ski- 
ing years  of  the  1980s. 

In  1990.  mare  than  6 million 
Alpine  skis  — straight- 
forward downhill  skis  — were 
sold.  Last  year  that  total 
slumped  to  little  more  than 
4 million. 

Much  of  the  problem  has 

been  caused  try  snowboarding,  i 
When  snowboarders  first  took  I 
to  the  pistes  10  years  ago,  most : 
manufacturers  dismissed  it  as 
a fed  for  rebellious  teenagers. 
New  manufacturers  stepped 
in  and  stole  market  share. 
Worldwide  sales  of  snow- 
boards have  leaped  from 
450,000  three  years  ago  to 
L5  million  last  year. 

Ski  companies  are  being 
forced  to  pour  money  into 
product  development  to  make 
up  for  lost  time. 

Both  Rossignol  — Europe's 
biggest  ski  company  — and 
Salomon  were  forced  Into 
profits  warnings  at  foe  begin- 
ning of  last  year’s  ski  season. 

Now  they  are  hying  to  cash 
in  on  the  rollerskating  craze 
with  new  In-line  skates  and 
are  hoping  to  gain  a large 
share  of  the  new  market  for 
parabolic  skis  — hourglass- 
shaped  downhill  skis  that 
make  it  easier  for  intermedi- 
ate skiers  to  carve  tighter 
turns. 

Salomon's  diversification 
I costs  are  expected  to  leap  as  a 
result  from  Frl5  million 
(£1.6  million)  to  nearer 
Fr80  million  this  year,  and 
foe  backing  of  the  Adidas 
organisation  will  ensure  even 
greater  spending  power  if 
required. 


Nicholas  Bamistar 
Technology  Ecfltor 

Regulators  of  the  pri- 
vatised utilities  were  at 
loggerheads  yesterday 
after  it  emerged  that  the 
water  watchdog,  Ian  Byatt,  Is 
to  urge  the  Government  to 
reject  a regulatory  commis- 
sion for  the  water  industry. 

Mr  Byatt,  the  director  gen- 
eral of  Ofwat,  win  tell  the 
Government’s  utility  review 
□ext  week  that  a regulatory 
commission,  as  advocated  by 
telecoms  regulator  Don 
Crulckshank  for  the 
communications  Industry, 
could  be  over-bureaucratic. 
However,  Mr  Byatt  will 


soften  foe  blow  by  backing 
yesterday's  call  by  his  tele- 
coms counterpart  for  cus- 
tomer protection  to  become  a 
regulator’s  primary  duty  and 
for  the  Government  to  take 
responsibility  for  setting 
social  policy  objectives. 

Mr  Crulckshank,  highlight- 
ing the  main  points  of  hiq  I 
own  submission  at  a London 
conference  yesterday,  said 
that  a regulatory  commission, 
migrating  largely  in  public, 
would  be  more  robust  than  a 
single  regulator  and  could  im- 1 
prove  decision-making. 

‘"There  Is  no  reason  why, 
with  appropriate  procedures, 
a commission  should  slow 
down  or  blunt  effective  deci- 
sion making,”  be  said. 


"It  Is  unusual  in  the  UK’s 
constitutional  arrangements, 
and  even  more  so  in  a world- 
wide context,  for  Important 
decision-making  functions 
which  are  material  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  third 
parties  to  be  invested  in  one 
Individual” 

Speaking  later,  Mr  Cruick- , 
shank  said  he  hoped  that  the 
government*  b utility  review 
would  lead  to  a decision  to 
replace  the  Telecommunica- 
tion Act  with  a new  commu- ' 
ideations  act  which  would 
cover  telecoms,  broadcasting 
and  information  technology. 

He  envisaged  a regulatory 
commission  similar  to  the 
American  Federal  Communi- 
cations Commission. 


Limelight  chief  fades  out 


Ian  King 


STEPHEN  Cotter,  chief 
executive  of  Moben 
kitchens  group  Lime- 
light, carried  the  can  yester- 
day for  the  company's  poor 
stock  market  performance 
since  its  £175  million  flotation 
last  November. 

Limelight,  whose  shares 
were  last  night  trading  at 
37VjP  — against  the  flotation . 
price  of  I75p — said  Mr  Cotter 
had  decided  to  step  down 
after  a meeting  of  its  board  in 
the  wake  of  last  week’s 
results  statement,  in  which 
first-half  profits  were  all  but 
wiped  out 

Last  night.  Limelight 
refused  to  comment  on  sug- 


gestions that  Mr  Cotter  — 
who  was  on  an  18-month  con- 
tract and  was  paid  £288,000 
last  year — will  receive  a pay- 
off of  at  least  £400,000,  claim- 
ing that  it  was  still  negotiat- 
ing with  him. 

However,  analysts  said  that 
Mr  Cotter,  who  will  be 
replaced  by  managing  direc- 
tor Andrew  Stanway,  was  not 
to  blame  for  the  company’s 
problems,  pointing  instead  to 
founder  and  non-executive  di- 
rector Stephen  Boler. 

Mr  Boler,  who  is  best- 
known  for  holding  a substan- 
tial stake  in  Manchester  City 
FC,  sold  a large  stake  in  the 
company  when  it  was  floated 
for  almost  £40  million,  al- 
though he  has  retained  a 17 
per  cent  stake. 


Last  night,  Mr  Boler— who 
is  thought  to  be  in  South  Af- 
rica. where  he  owns  a game 
reserve  — was  unavailable 
for  comment,  while  Limelight 
refused  to  confirm  or  deny 
suggestions  that  he  will  not 
be  returning  to  Britain  before 
the  start  of  foe  new  tax  year. 

One  analyst  said  last  night 
‘1  feel  that  Cotter’s  been  foe 
fell  guy  over  this  flotation. 
We  rail  the  company  Ximes- 
cale’  — because  foe  shares 
are  so  hard  to  get  rid  of." 

Meanwhile,  some  institu- 
tional shareholders  were  call- 
ing into  question  the  position 
of  blue-blooded  merchant 
bankers  N M Rothschild, 
which,  with  broker  Cazenove, 
brought  the  company  to 
market 


Getty  opens 
his  library  to 
the  British 
public 

JuDa  Finch 

VHE  first  big  business ; 
I start-up  involving  the 
Getty  family  since  John  Paul 
Getty  entered  foe  oil  business 
in  the  1930s  Is  considering  a 
Stock  Exchange  listing. 

Getty  Communications, 
which  trades  on  Nasdaq  in 
New  York,  was  started  in  Lon- 
don hi  1995  by  John  Paul’s 
grandson  Mark,  aged  34,  its 
chairman.  It  specialises  in  pro- 
viding hriagoa  to  mapwiiwc, 
TV,  advertisers,  publishers 
and  Internet  providers 

The  company,  which  was 
provided  with  start-up  funds 
by  foe  Getty  family  trusts, 
yesterday  announced  it  was 
paying  8160  million  (£96  mil- 
lion) for  US-based  PhotoDlsc, 
which  supplies  Internet 
images,  the  latest  in  a series 
of  deals  intended  to  make 
Getty  Communications  the 
world’s  largest  provider  of 
archived  photographs. 

Getty's  first  purchase  was 
£23  million  for  Tony  Sterne 
images,  a supplier  of  contem- 
porary material  with  50,000 
pictures.  It  also  owns  the  Hul- 
ton  Getty  collection,  formerly 
the  Hul  tan  Deutsch  collec- 
tion, with  more  than  250,000 
archive  photos. 

The  PhotoDisc  deal  will  en- 
able Getty  to  compete  directly 
with  Corbis  Corp,  formed  by 
Microsoft’s  BUI  Gates,  and 
Image  bank,  part  of  foe  East- 
man Kodak  group. 

In  the  last  six  months  Getty 
Communications  reported 
sales  of  $49  million,  (£30  mil- 
lion) up  26  per  cent 
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Heaven  it  must  be  for 
Gordon  Brown  as  he 
heads  off  towards  Hong 
Kong  for  his  first  Interna- 
tional Monetary  Fund  annual 
meeting  this  weekend.  The 
IMF  has  given  the  UK  a gold 
star  in  its  half-yearly  report, 
while  plonking  a dunce’s  hat 
on  the  Germans  and  the 
French. 

For  Labour,  the  imprima- 
tur from  foe  IMF  is  especially 
sweet  Twenty-one  years  ago, 
Denis  Healey  was  jeered  at 
the  Labour  Party  conference 
In  Blackpool  after  he  arrived 
hotfoot  from  negotiating  an 
austerity  package  with  foe 
IMF  and  told  delegates  that 
they  had  no  choice  hut  to  ac- 
cept Similar  sentiments  from 
Gordon  Brown  In  Brighton 
this  month  would  have  foe 
faithful  in  paroxysms  of 
delight 

Actually,  of  course,  foe  IMF 
report  is  really  praising  Con- 
servative stewardship  of  the 
economy  over  the  past  18 
years,  not  Labour’s  aver  the 
past  four-and-a-half  months. 
It  is  Britain’s  flexible  labour 
markets  that  the  IMF  drools 
over,  although  it  approves  of 
Mr  Brown’s  decision  to  hand 
over  day-to-day  monetary  pol- 
icy to  the  Bank  ofEngland. 

A word  of  caution  Is  per- 
haps needed  here.  It  was  the 
IMF  that  praised  Mexico  to 
the  skies  a few  months  before 
foe  crash  of  1994-95  and  foe 
: IMF.  which  has  argued  that 
the  “miracle”  economies  of 
south-east  Asia  have  been  the 
result  of  allowing  interna- 
tional capital  to  come  flood- 
ing Into  their  countries. 

So,  is  Britain  to  be  the  next 
IMF  class  pet  to  go  belly-up? 
Probably  not  There  seems  lit- 
tle immediate  prospect  of 
recession,  but  with  real  Inter- 
est rates  already  high,  any 
further  tightening  of  mone- 
tary policy  In  response  to  ro- 
bust investment-led  domestic 
demand  and  a felling  pound 
could  turn  next  year’s  slow- 
down in  activity  Into  some- 
thing much  worse. 

Yesterday's  news  that  the 
PSBR  Is  coming  down  much 
faster  than  the  Government 
was  expecting  even  a few 
months  ago  may  encourage 
misplaced  hopes  among 
spending  ministers  that  the 
Chancellor  Is  about  to  loosen 
the  purse  strings. 

This  looks  unlikely.  The 
Government  will  need  all  the 
fiscal  leeway  it  can  get  if  next 
year  sees  a combination  of 
lower  corporate  profitability, 
weaker  high-street  spending 
and  higher  unemployment 
As  well  it  might 


Checkout  banking 

BANKERS  are  not  yet 
throwing  themselves 
out  of  windows,  but  Tes- 
co's  latest  drive  into  financial 
services  will  not  have  made 
them  happy 


It  is  easy  to  misunderstand 
what  is  happening,  however. 
Tesco  and  Sainsbury  are  not 
competing  head-to-head  with 
the  established  high  street 
banks.  What  they  are  doing  is 
much  worse  than  that  (for  the 
banks).  They  are  buying 
banking  services  In  the  same 
way  they  buy  own-label  baked 
beans  and  biscuits. 

The  consequences  for  the 
grocery  manufacturers  have 
been  erosion  of  their  brands 
— even  when  they  are  as 
mighty  as  Hoin*  — and  a 
struggle  to  grow  profits 
whether  they  join  in  the  own- 
label  game  or  choose  to  stand 
aloof  from  it. 

The  same  fate  awaits  the 
banks.  For  those  who  are  sup- 
plying the  supermarket 
chains  there  is  the  prospect  of 
low-profit  business.  While 
those  who  stand  aside,  like 
NatWest,  which  backed  out  of 
Its  initial  deal  with  Tesco  last 
year,  face  the  prospect  of  los- 
ing business. 

At  foe  moment  foe  super- 
markets are  not  seriously 
threatening  the  banks'  most 
lucrative  product  areas.  Basic 
current  accounts  are  not 
great  business.  But  they  do 
provide  relatively  cheap  raw 
material  (money)  and  allow 
the  batiks  to  sell  more  lucra- 
tive products  such  as  loans 
and  mortgages. 

The  worry  for  NatWest  and 
the  rest  Is  that,  like  everyone 
else  on  the  high  street,  they 
will  see  more  and  more  cus- 
tomers deserting  thpiw  to  go 
and  do  their  banking  at  the 
checkout 


Fools  market 

NEWS  that  a broom  cup- 
board in  Bayswater  has 
just  changed  hands  for 
£42^00  should  be  a warning  to 
anybody  thinking  of  buying  a 
properly  this  autumn. 

There  is  always  a moment 
just  before  the  market 
reaches  its  mrifth,  when  buy- 
ers take  leave  of  their  senses 
and  start  doing  silly  things 
This  Is  It 

Every  bull  market  works 
on  the  principle  of  the  bigger 
fool:  that  no  matter  how  daft 
your  behaviour  looks  a big- 
ger fool  will  come  along  In  a 
minute  and  bid  the  price 
higher. 

However,  at  same  point 
clever  investors  decide  that 
prices  are  completely  out  of 
kilter  with  true  values  and 
stop  buying. 

The  decision  by  Warren 
Buffett  the  veteran  US  In- 
vestor, to  cash  In  $2  billion 
(£1.25  billion)  of  equities  and 
park  the  money  in  bonds 
should  be  a clear  Indication 
to  small  investors  on  Wall 
Street  that  it  may  be  time  to 
sell 

House  buyers  In  Britain  al- 
ready seem  to  have  got  the 
message.  Figures  from  the  In- 
land Revenue  show  that  the 
number  of  transactions  has 
remained  flat  for  the  past  four 
months;  estate  agents  are 
reporting  that  buyers  who 
agreed  prices  when  foe  mar- 
ket (in  London  and  the  South- 
east) was  booming  earlier  this 
year  are  now  looking  to  back 
out  l 

Overall  inflation,  of  3 per 
cent  is  Incompatible  with 
house-price  inflation  of  10  per 
cent.  The  two  will  converge, 
but  at  closer  to  3 per  cent  than 
10. 


Smokers  boost 
state  revenues 


Charlotte  Denny 


THE  Government  is  head- 
ing to  undershoot  its 
borrowing  total  for  1997 
by  as  much  as  £1  billion.  City 
analysts  said  yesterday,  as  it 
emerged  that  the  shortfall  be- 
tween public  spending  and 
revenue  last  month  was  well 
below  market  expectations. 

Analysts  said  iron  control  erf 
spending  and  a bumper  month 
for  tobacco  tax  duty  explained 
August  figures  which  Adam 
Cole  erf  James  Capei  described 
as  “spectacularlygood”. 

Public  sector  borrowing 
last  month  was  fi.ibflliou, 
compared  with  £45  billion  in 
the  same  month  last  year. 

Restrained  public  spending 
helped  to  boost  the  Govern- 
ment's financial  position.  De- 

TOUR1ST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  2.17 
Austria  19.33 
Belgium  56.70 
Canada  2.17 
Cyprus  0.618 
Denmark  1052 
Finland  8.29 


I partmental  outlays  so  far  in 
the  1997  fiscal  year  are  1J  per 
Cent  down  on  1996. 

Higher-than-osual  spending 
this  time  last  year  may  be 
flattering  the  1997  figures,  ac- 
cording to  the  Treasury,  but  a 

an  official  said  the  outlook  for 

meeting  foe  tight-  spending 
targets  was  favourable. 

“The  new  government’s 
control  of  spending  is  perhaps 
more. surprising  and  impres- 
sive," said  John  O'Sullivan  of 
NatWest  Markets.  “Labour  go 
into  the  autumn  public  sector 
pay  round  having  demon- 
strated an  iron  will  thus  far.” 

Government  revenues  were 
boosted  by  cigarette  manufac- 
turers paying  duty  early  in 
the  expectation  that  the  July 
Budget  would  Introduce  an 
immediate  rise  in  tobacco 
duty. 


France  9.21 
Germany  2.74 
Greece  43640 
Kong  Kong  1204 
India  5455 
Ireland  1426 

Israel  5.62 


Kafr  2.700 
Malta  0.811 
Netherlands  3.08 
New  Zealand  245 
Norway  1142 
Portugal  27940 
Saudi  Arabia  5.90 


South  Africa  72S 
Spain  230.50 
Sweden  11.07 
Switzerland  £38 
Turkey  262470 
USA  1465 


SuppUot}  by  nmwm  Bank  (axdwSng  frxffan  rupoa  and  Unas  atvttol). 
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Rugby  Union 


Woodward  welcomed 
with  a Cooke  broadside 


Robert  Armstrong  reports  on  a personal 
attack  on  the  new  England  cx)ach 


Geoff  cooke  has 
launched  a cutting 
attack  on  the  new 
England  coach  CUve 
Woodward,  whose  long  antici- 
pated appointment,  along  with 
Roger  Uttley’s  as  manager, 
was  confirmed  by  the  Rugby 
Football  Union  yesterday. 

The  former  England  man. 
ager.  who  guided  the  national 
side  to  two  Grand  Slams  and 
the  1991  World  Cup  final,  criti- 
cised Woodward's  track  record 
as  a coach  and  his  perceived 
shortcoming  in  temperament 
Cooke  takes  issue  with  the 
RFUs  decision  to  choose  a cel- 
ebrated former  international 

Woodward  won  21  caps 

— instead  of  an  experienced 
professional  coach  as  succes- 
sor to  Jack  Rowell,  who 
resigned  last  month. 

He  cited,  in  an  interview 
with  Rugby  News  magazine, 
the  recent  example  of  Carol 
du  Flessis,  like  Woodward  in 
his  day  a stylish  three- 
quarter,  who  was  sacked  as 
South  Africa’s  coach  after  los- 
ing a Lions  Test  series  and 
failing  in  the  Tri-Nations 
competition  after  only  six 
months  in  the  post. 

“It  worries  me  when  I see 
Clive's  record,  and  volatility,” 
said  Cooke,  now  chief  execu- 
tive at  Bedford.  “He  is  up  and 
down  and  Z have  question 
marks  about  him,  i read  of 

someone  saying  how  valuable  | Attacker  md  target -..Geoff  Cooke,  left,  and  CUve  Woodward 


it  was  that  dive  bad  per- 
formed on  tiie  international 
field  and  therefore  understood 
the  game.  My  view  is,  so  what9 
That  was  1980.  What  relevance 
has  that  to  today’s  game? 

"The  font  that  he  was  an  ex- 
citing centre  doesn't  mean  he 
can  motivate  a tough,  grizzled 
old  prop  forward.  And  the 
laws  have  changed  about  10 
times  since  Clive  played." 

Woodward,  who  will  meet 
the  77-strong  England  squad 
at  today’s  session  at  Bisham 
Abbey,  said:  “The  chance  of 
coaching  England  was  one  I 
couldn’t  turn  down.  There 
was  common  agreement  that 
the  role  had  to  be  full-time 
and  I was  very  keen  to  bring 


my  own  Ideas  into  the  Eng- 
land set-up  at  senior  level 

“The  support  I have  had 
from  Bath  during  the  discus- 
sions has  been  superb.  I’ve 
had  some  very  good  tiznes  at 
the  Recreation  Ground  and  I 
wish  them  every  success." 

However,  Cooke  took  to 
task  the  RFETs  national  play- 
ing committee,  which  in- 
cludes Fran  Cotton  and  B01 
Beaumont,  for  what  he  saw  as 
alack  of  up-to-date  knowledge 
about  coaching  at  Test  level 

"It’s  tempting  for  people  on 
committees  to  pick  an  old  star 
and  go  for  him."  he  said.  “But 
when  you  look  at  most  com- 
mittees, and  the  people  on 
them,  you  have  to  ask  what 
they  know  about  coaching  — 
and  in  most  cases  it’s  a joke. 

“Those  who  were  good  play- 
ers may  understand  the  gawp, 
but  it  does  not  necessarily 


make  them  good  coaches.  The 
trouble  Is  [that]  the  most  out- 
standing performers  are,  by 
nature,  selfish  and  have  an 
arrogance  you  need  to  reach 
the  top.  But  those  are  not  nec- 
essarily the  qualifications  for 
a good  coach.  Some  people 
can’t  coach  for  toffee  because 
they  don’t  possess  that  little 
thing  that  makes  great 
coaches." 

Cooke  was  also  scathing 
about  Sale's  John  Mitchell,  a 
New  Zealander  who  is  set  to 
join  Woodward  as  the  for- 
wards coach,  and  about  the 
RFU’s  earlier  approaches  to 
the  Scot  Ian  McGeechan.  the 
New  Zealander  Graham 
Henry  and  the  Australian 
Bob  Dwyer. 

‘T  respect  them  enormously 
but  the  idea  of  them,  or  any- 
one else  who  isn’t  English, 
being  appointed  to  coach  Eng- 
land is  something  I am  firmly 
against  I would  hate  us  to 
win'  die  World  Cup  with  a 
New  Zealander  or  an  Austra- 
lian in  charge.  The  Graham 
Henry  thing  was  ridiculous  in 
my  view.  It  would  be  like  say- 
ing ‘Let’s  pick  some  New  Zea- 
land players  to  help  us  win  if. 

“I  didn't  want  to  see  Ian 
[McGeechan]  appointed  be- 
cause he  just  wasn’t  right  for 
it  He  made  the  decision  to  be 
a Scot  and  worked  with  Scot- 
land. There  has  to  be  a bit  of 
passion  — it  has  to  mean 
something  if  ifrngiand  are  to 
win  the  World  Cup.  I just  don't 
believe  pon-Bngmiinien  «<n 
have  the  same  passion  and 

pride  as  an 


European  Cup  acts  over  brawl 


AN  emergency  meeting 
of  European  Rugby  Cup 
directors  in  Dublin 
today  win  decide  whether  Sat- 
urday’s matches  involving 
Brive  (at  Bath)  and  Ponty- 
pridd (v  Scottish  Bordets)  win 
go  aliMd  in  the  wake  of  Sun- 
day’s violent  encounter  be- 
tween Brive  and  Pontypridd, 
writes  Robert  Armstrong. 

The  French  club  have  asked 
for  a postponement  due  to  In- 
juries following  a bar-room 
brawl  with  Pontypridd  play- 
ers which  has  prompted  calls 
for  the  Welsh  club's  expulsion 
from  the  cup. 


Both  Bath  and  Borders 
have  warned  that  they  will 
seek  substantial  compensa- 
tion from  ESC  if  their  games 
at  the  Recreation  Ground  and 
Kelso  are  called  oft  Bath  ex- 
pect a crowd  <rf  8,300  and  Bor- 
ders 6,000.  If  their  games  were 
put  back  to  a midweek  date, 
neither  dub  could  hope  to  get 
the  same  income  as  on  Satur- 
day. losing  particularly  on 
the  hire  of  hospitality  boxes. 

Three  Pontypridd  players, 
Dale  McIntosh,  Fh&  John  and 
Andre  Barnard  returned 
home  to  Wales  after  being 
questioned  for  12  hours  by 


French  police  about  incidents 
which  resulted  in  three  Brive 
players  requiring  hospital 
treatment  The  Welsh  trio 
were  accompanied  by  the  club 
president  Sam  Simon,  who  is 
a solicitor,  during  their 
interrogation. 

Tony  Swift  the  Bath  chief 
executive,  refused  to  accept 
that  injuries  were  a sufficient 
cause  for  postponement. 
“We've  played  every  game 
this  season  with  at  least  10 
players  out  injured,”  he  said. 

Borders  have  gone  ahead 
with  preparations  for  the 
Pontypridd  game  notwith- 


standing demands  for  the 
Welsh  champions'  expulsion. 
“Everything  is  set  up  and  a lot 
of  corporate  hospitality  Is  In 
place,”  said  the  Borders'  chief 
executive  Ron  Sutherland. 

Roger  Pickering,  the  ERC 
tournament  director,  will 
oversee  a detailed  inquiry  of 
the  violent  incidents  on  and 
off  the  pitch  which  included 
the  dismissal  of  two  players, 
McIntosh  and  Brive’s  Lionel 
Mallier,  for  fighting.  Repre- 
sentatives from  both  clubs, 
the  match  referee  and  both 
touch-judges  have  been  in- 
vited to  attend. 


I 


Autumn  sails . . . Whitbread  Round  The  World  race  favourite  Toshiba,  with  the  America's  Cup  It 
in  her  crew,  in  final  preparations  for  the  eight-month  voyage  which  starts  from  Southampton  on ! 
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Levy  Board  ready  to  help  after  bad  debts  by  bookmakers.  Chris  Hawkins  reports 

New  move  to  protect  punters 


CJvfe  Haivfchis 


WITH  bookmaking 
firms.  Frontline 
and  Bowmans,  get- 
ting into  serious 
pnanclal  difficulties  in  the 
last  year  resulting  in  debts  to 
PnPtere  of  over  £400,000,  the 
betting  industry's  reputation 
has  been  badly  fan-nia^^  and 
at  long  last  the  Levy  Board  is 
beginning  to  take  a punters' 
protection  organisation 
seriously. 

Michael  Singer,  who  works 
as  a foH-tfme  voluntary  chair- 
man of  the  unfunded  National 
Association  for  the  Protection 
of  Punters,  has  been  asked  to 
submit  a “Paper  For  Change” 
which  will  be  discussed  by 
the  Levy  Board  at  their  next 
meeting  on  September  24. 

This  would  seem  to  repre- 
sent a sea  change  in  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Board  which  in 
the  past  has  regarded  over- 
tures from  NAPP  as  little 
more  than  an  Irritant 
Many  believe  it  is  a dis- 
grace that  there  is  no  official 
fended  organisation  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  punters  without 
whom  there  would  be  no  Levy 
and  no  racing.  There  is  not 
even,  a punters’  representa- 
tive oh  the  Levy  Board. 

NAPP  is  inundated  with 
disputes  and  complaints 
about  bookmakers  but  is  pow- 
erless to  act,  SO  the  main 
point  of  Singer's  paper  con- 
cerns the  need  for  a betting 
ombudsman. 

KA1  the  moment  the  book- 
makers are  judge  and  jury  in 
their  own  court,”  said  Singer. 
“Practically  every  industry 
has  an  independent  adjudica- 
tor whose  decisions  are  bind- 
ing. With  an  ombudsman  I be- 
lieve a lot  of  the  trouble 
wouldn't  even  reach  the  dis- 
pute stage.” 

Singer  believes  the  indus- 


One  step  ahead . . . Tony  Culhane  winning  on  Mujova  in  yesterday’s  “Leg  Before"  Stakes  at  Sandown 
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try  suffers  from  lack  of  super- 
vision and  accountability 
which  encourages  under-capi- 
talised firms  to  set  up 
businesses  liable  to  fan,  add- 
ing: "If  betting  permits  are  go- 
ing to  be  distributed  like  con- 
fetti a bonding  scheme  is 
needed  as  in  the  travel  indus- 


try to  enable  customers  to  get 
their  money  back. 

"Of  course  BOLA  (Betting 
Office  Licensees  Association) 
say  they  are  not  interested  in 
such  a scheme.  The  betting 
industry  washes  its  hands 
saying  it  is  not  responsible  or 
accountable  for  the  actions  of 


colleagues.  “If  a bookmaker 
does  not  play  fair  it  Is  poss- 
ible In  theory  to  oppose  his 
permit  but  this  ultimately 
proves  to  be  a waste  of  time 
and  can  be  expensive.” 

Singer,  as  can  be  imagined, 
is  not  a popular  figure  in 
some  quarters  but  his  persis- 


tence looks  as  if  it  is  begin- 
ning pay  off. 

Controversy  surrounding 
the  defeat  of  Peintne  Celebne, 
who  was  10-1  on  in  last  Sun- 
day's Prix  Niel  at  Long- 
champ,  took  a further  turn 
yesterday  when  trainer 
Andre  Fabre  ordered  the 


removal  of  four  horses  owned 
by  the  Niarchos  family  from 
his  Chantilly  yard. 

Peintre  Celebre's  jockey 
Olivier  Peslier  blamed  the 
tactics  of  Cash  Asmussen, 
who  was  riding  the  Niarchos- 
owned  Ithaki,  for  the  coifs 
shock  defeat 


Drags  in  Sport 


Lifters  ‘ not 
pulling  weight’ 
on  drug  tests 


Duncan  Macfcay 


British  weightlifting 

has  been  warned  by 
the  UK  Sports  Coun- 
cil «giT  funding  could 
be  stopped  if  the  sport  does 
not  get  its  house  in  order  over 
drag  testing.  The  council  is 
angry  that  31  per  cent  of  the 
lifters  it  approached  for  ran- 
dom testing  during  the  past 
year  were  unavailable. 

“We  have  been  in  deep  dis- 
cussions with  the  British  Am- 
ateur Weightlifting  Associa- 
tion about  the  inadequacy  of 
the  testing  programme,”  said 
Michelle  Verroken,  director 
of  the  UKSC  ethics  and  anti- 
doping  directorate.  "We  want 
to  see  improvement” 
Verroken  is  due  to  meet 
senior  officials  of  the  BAWLA 
this  weekend,  when  she  will 
warn  them  they  &ce  losing 
their  annual  £100,000  grant 
unless  things  get  better.  It 
would  almost  certainly  mean 
the  collapse  of  the  small 
organisation  if  its  main 
source  of  funding  was  lost 
"This  Is  not  a case  of  apply- 
ing Big  Brother  tactics,”  said 
Howard  Wells,  the  chief  exec- 
utive of  the  UKSC.  "We  want 
them  to  face  their  responsibil- 
ities. Withdrawal  of  Binds  is 
very  much  a last  resort” 

The  figures  are  revealed  in 
the  UKSC’s  ethics  and  anti- 
doping  directorate  annual 
report  for  1996-87  released 
yesterday.  It  shows  that  4,469 
samples  from  47  sports  were 
analysed  by  King's  College. 
London.  Only  two  per  cent 
were  reported  as  suspect,  the 
amp  as  last  year,  biff  anabo- 
lic agents  were  discovered  In 
27  samples,  as  against  the 
previous  year’s  15. 

Anabatic  agents,  such  as 


steroids,  increase  strength 
and  enable  athletes  to  train 
harder  because  they  recover 
more  quickly.  Most  of  the  fail- 
urea  during  the  past  year 
have  come  in  strength  events, 
such  as  weightlifting  and 
powerlifting. 

The  findings  are  a surprise 
as  it  was  assumed  competitors 
seeking  chemical  assistance 
had  switched  to  more  state-of- 

drugs,  such  as  the  human 
growth  hormone  for  which 
there  is  no  reliable  test 

The  report  comes  a few 
weeks  after  the  International 
Amateur  Athletic  Federa- 
tion’s decision  to  cut  the 
length  of  suspension  for  a 
first  offence  for  anabolic  ste- 
roids from  four  years  to  two. 

"This  seems  to  be  a blatant 
disregard  for  the  rules,”  said 
Verroken.  "Penalties  for  ana- 
bolic steroids  in  many  sports 
are  being  redoced-  Sport  may 
need  to  rethink  whether  there 
is  any  deterrence  fiactor." 

Overall,  t7innghl  the  num- 
ber of  offences  discovered  by 
the  £1  million  programme  last 
year  dropped  from  84  to  82.  “It 
is  a great  testament  to  the  in- 
tegrity of  our  competitors 
that  98  per  cent  tested  nega- 
tive," said  Verroken.  . 

Jonny  Searle,  the  1992 
Olympic  coxed  pairs  gold 
medallist,  said  the  figures 
proved  that  a Panorama  pro- 
gramme claiming,  CO  the  CVe 
of  last  year’s  Atlanta  Games, 
that  75  per  cent  of  Britain's 
♦Mine  were  «»«ing  drugs  was 
wholly  inaccurate. 

Verroken  had  special 
praise  for  the  time  and  effort 
football  had  Invested  in  drug 
testing  during  the  last  year. 
They  carried  oat  480  tests, 
second  only  to  athletics, 
which  did  685. 
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Bog  Mr  tort  m for  a naa  fetenr  totay  — Betetag:  595 

A«ta7li]aMw8Htefr»UWEsM0(7leta£rfChanna.TJIbj|tento 
BfloRta*  5J6  Otanrtao.  M W Eariatjy  a G Ktey.  ltateir»fita«.  TOBno# 
toPEOam 

SatevcSJSTaiyvASBWatoUssGwKetote 
YaaNato;23SBri#IDneiL  R UcKtetaMRkn;  4.1Sfa»0n.  fi  Hannon  to 
CUM.  Wta*  Bte  KVintar  toSWogg:  5.15  Wmdng.  Tt*et  irtnoan  to  h 
Cod 


Results 


JOCKEYS'  CHAbWOHSUP:  KlCfW  Faiton 
(Mo  rrinneis  yastanlay)  147,  Frankie  Dte- 
lorl  (pns)  130. 

SANDOWN 

2.1  B 1,  aun,  J CM  IW1  (181);  3, 
Mah  can*  17-aj:  ». iMdaa  Sfantaiu 
(3-1).  11-4  lav  Qpey  Mate.  7 ran. && (Mis 
P Duttad)  Tate:  £11.40:  OM.  £242  CWtl  F; 
Ciam.  CSF:  B41.1l  TricaaC  C120SB.  m: 

JadtRito y.  

lASpipl,  Allliafi  I r,  L PeBorl  (7-8);  a, 
CatataniMriMBte(84lav);a.tatePato 
[81  J.  13  ran.  fi.  £ (Saeea  un  Suroor)  Tow 
ha  nm.ci.io.ezAa  dum  f.  c3.7g.TMa: 
Bate  CSF:  E7JB. 

&20  (71);  1,  MUJOVA,  A CuihaiM  (181); 
2,  Rrint  Tv  Lata  (181);  3,  Htaralite 
(11—4  lev).  13  ran.  1.  nk.  (R  HUlinshaad) 
Tom:  C17AD;  C3Aa  E2.8G,  Ei.aa  Dual  F: 
£84.00.  Trio:  E131  ia  CSF:  ET40.71. 
UOdaqi  1,  ABAJAItr,  J Fortune  (7-1); 
2,  Mr  PmSta  (T4-1h  a,  fibaor  Paoa 
(181):  4,  MeteOta  Prfcroa  (81).  13-2  tov 
Flrat  dime.  IB  rati.  2,  kk  ■ (M  Channan) 
Tom  6109ft  £230.  £3.00,  E3Ja  0.80.  Dual 


F:  6117 80.  Trio:  6400.40.  CSF:  £33.71.  Trt- 

ce&CijOiM. 

435  (la  CQi  1,  FLftBSmP,  T Sprafca 
(14-1);  2,  TetrigtoTe  Prtea  (84  lav);  3, 
Metatta  l»-l|.  1 1 ran.  2, 1JL  (W  Hem)  Totw 
E20J0;  £4Ja  61.10.  61.90.  Duel  F:  £41.70. 
Trio:  £50  oa  CSF:  £3337.  MR;  LondUl 
UB»3. 

4M(a)ii.iiAPBnin  iamct.r  nrench 
B81).a.r»a»aobrif7-2);a,  Jiurite  Maflta 

(81).  11-10  lav  Happy  Dave  Ageln.  13  ran. 
1*  X (D  Eteworihl  Tote:  0630;  63.70, 61 A 
Cl. 70.  Duel  f:  OfS-fO.  Trie:  038.80.  CSF: 
6100  09.  NR:  Dernier  Crete  a,  Dow  Soul. 
EM  (4  a*  *f)i  1,  KOC2TW  BAIBKT,  A 
NWwlla  (81K  2,  im  Ptaoer  (281);  3, 
■ntm  (181): «,  Ma*  Ihv  ChM  (81).  81 

lav  2omal«k.  19  ran.  2.  i.  X (M  umr)  Tats 
EBJQ;  £230.  03  00.  £4.10,  £2.10.  Dual  F: 
6117m.  Trio:  £766.00.  CSF:  CIOEmfrleaSt 
C236B.1E.  NR;  Jena  Holley. 

JACKPOT)  Not  won.  C103Z768  carried 
over  to  Sandoum  badey. 

puLcworrnn.io,  <HMBpon£4an. 


YARMOUTH 

(in  at  llhyibk  1.  BeWTTCHI)M 
r,  MerllnDwyer(28l^  S,  laiteta  Bnr 


sm 

LADY, 


(IM);  S,  Oo  HMC*  (8«  fav).  7 ran.  ^ 2.  (D 
ArtwtWiol)  rota:  E264ft  67.70.  ei^a  Rial  ft 
69420.  CSF)  CTS-ISl 

AM  (1nS>  Xl|ria>  1,  limCS,  D Hcrt- 
land(l8filev)ifl.Mateteedp-1»:3,Rta— 
baton  (81).  8 ren.  6.  21  (Saaed  bln 
Sureor)  Tote:  £3.80:  £1.10. 62^0. 6&40.  Dual 
p.na«csfteisje. 
a.10  (df  Sptalt  1,  MR  MAJKA,  K Deriay 
(100-80);  S,  Batinta  (7-1):  S,  Marjr 
CiMtateli  [4-0  lav).  $ ran.  X,  2L  (0 
MeMian)  Ton:  6430;  6130.  £1.70.  DuM  F: 
£730.  CSF:  £21.78. 

EAO  (fit  4S>tete  I.SnMDBfi  D Honand 

(181):  X.  Ubaanr  Sodetr  f18ttr  A T*at 
■tea  Aatei  (19-1)-  84  lav  Beftamian 
Beauty.  13  ran.  Nk.  1.  (PHerTteJTota  eMLIR 
WML  EMO.  6330.  Dual  R 6823a  Trio: 
E21B30.  CSP  615837.  Trtcsst  CIJW.Ra 
415  <7f  Syrite  1.  OVMCHUC  PM8 
■HERB,  K FaBon  (188  lav):  2.  Mnaneina 
(I8ih  a,  SbaaM  (181).  iB  ran.  I*.  5.  {G 
Hoi  ratal  Tata:  tZJtOi  6130,  £330.  £530- 
Dual  ft  612.40.TrkK  £4530.  CSF:  6173a  m 
My  Godson. 

4AS  erf  dyrfte  1,  mu  be  MUTT,  K 
FhHon  (181);  a,  ChtaOtatB  (82);  3.  tam- 
taM  I181L 188  tavUp  MTlw  Top.  11 
ran.  Mb  1.  (B  Utahan)  Tots:  61530:  623ft 
£130.  £330.  Dual  F:  62230.  Trio:  (4630. 


CSF:  EB73ft  TricaaC  CB32aB  NIT:  Generous 
Embrace.  Roten  Lane. 

WAcMOfttana.  quadpotiCituo. 

SEDOEFIBJ9 

Ul  CM  St  1 10|ria  HitaX  1.  CMAMTV 
OBIMBOA  p AOvar?  (811  lev);  a.  tab 
Laaend  (81);  3,  Paitaiy  Btaeb  (182).  8 
ran.  36.  9-  (Mrs  U Revetey)  Tola:  2230; 
£1. 40, 61 30.  El  3ft  Quel  P. 633ft  CSF:  £021. 
TriCRRC  613.78. 

SJOS  (2b  If  Hdtob  1,  rATBUUJQlte 

— r~irrLn  ir*r1:~,  ~*n  i n" 

(188);  3.  Mr  Mteriagta  (181).  12  ren.  8n 
hdL  11.  (B  EJHson)  Tote:  (2.40: 61.1ft  £2.10. 
613ft  Dual  ft  BLlft  Trio:  65 -to.  CSF:  6457. 
NR:  Lord  of  The  Rings. 

410  (2b,  1 lOyte  Cb>  «,  HUTS  LEAT.  E 
Callaghan  (11-8  (av):  2,  Briton  nad 
(IT-aHMeuilR  nateniteri8l].7ran.10, 
ift  (J  Jeireraon)  Tota:  E23ft  613ft  6330. 
Duaift£430.csftesm. 

44)0  (tea  fif  Cb>  t,  NMPUALL  PIBMC^ 
r Ber  {FWJf  a,  Tbe  T tater  f1T-3J;  A 
Ihnalaa  CeaUe  (W-1).  4-8  (av  Loefma- 
grate.5  ran.  8,  a (a  CiiaMta)  Totec  621.H: 
6330, 61.90.  Dual  ft  £ffl.lft  CSF:  67Z35. 
4u  (tea  it  mama  i,  couarHV  on- 
CWD.  G lae  (2-5  lev):  2,  Hetea  (7-1):  S. 


(81).  4 ran.  5.  IX.  (M>«  M 
Bweley)  T:  M30.  DR  CtSft  Cflft  030. 
SAM  CM  if  HdReto  i.  CORAL  mAim,  P 
Carberry  (1810  tavk  *,  Mori  (TO-1):  3. 


•tat*  Data  (181).  10  ran.  «.  TO-  ( 
RBOteaMTaM! 61.70;  6130,  C3.0C.  6450 
Dual  ft  CftiU  Trio:  5273ft  CSF:  616.41. 
P4ACSFOT1E273Q.  QUABPOTl  £19.1  C 
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14  SPORTS  NEWS 


tk.  Wednesday  September  17 1857 


Football:  Uefa  Cup,  first  round,  first  leg 


PAOK  Salonika  1 , Arsenal  0 

Gunners  fall 
amid  Greek 
cacophony 


Martin  Thorpe 
In  Thessaloniki 


IN  THE  end,  neither  the 
Salonika  team  nor  their 
notorious  crowd  Inflicted 
much  damage  on  Arsenal 
last  night.  A one-goal  deficit 
going  into  the  Highbury  leg 
gives  Arsene  Wenger  cause 
for  optimism,  while  the 
PAOK  fans  perhaps  hurt  the 
players'  eardrums  but  noth- 
ing else. 

The  reception  committee 
had  convened  early.  When 
Wenger's  players  strolled  on 
to  the  pitch  an  hour  before 
kick-off,  a crowd  not  far  short 
of  the  40.000  capacity  was  in 
place  to  welcome  them  with  a 
deafening  chorus  of  boos. 
This  forceful  display  of  terri- 
torial posturing  was  repeated 
when  Arsenal  warmed  up  and 
when  the  team  was  an- 
nounced. with  an  especially 
loud  boo  for  Ian  Wright. 

The  Arsenal  players  are 
well  versed  in  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  European  football 
however,  and  quickly  knuck- 
led down,  coming  close  to 
scoring  after  only  three  min- 
utes. Patrick  Vieira  ran  past 
Theodores  Zagorakis  and  was 
brought  down,  seemingly  in- 
side the  penalty  area.  But  the 
referee  gave  a free-kick  and 
Emmanuel  Petit  could  only 
force  an  acrobatic  save  from 
Nikolaos  Mickopoulos. 

Arsenal's  attacking  Intent 
bad  been  shown  by  Wenger's 
bold  move.  In  the  absence  of 
Dennis  Bergkamp,  to  partner 
Wright  with  the  Cast  and  skil- 
ful Nicolas  Anelka  rather 
than  the  more  conservative 
David  Platt.  While  anxious  to 
keep  things  tight,  the  man- 
ager reckoned  scoring  two  or 
more  goals  here  would  secure 
a passage  to  the  next  round. 

Yet  as  the  first  half  wore  on 
it  was  Salonika  who  pushed 
strongly  for  the  opening  goal, 
while  the  chances  that  did 
come  Arsenal's  way  were 


wasted.  Wright  blasted  over  a 
handily  placed  free-kick  and, 
although  Marc  Overmars  pen- 
etrated down  the  left  on  occa- 
sion, he  could  not  deliver  a 
decent  cross. 

Salonika,  with  Constantinos 
Franzeskos,  Ziais  Vrteas  and 
Parashas  Zoampouxis  provid- 
ing a mobile  front  three  when 
the  Greeks  attacked,  went 
much  closer.  Nigel  Winterburn 
sliced  a clearance  an  inch  wide 
of  his  awn  goal  and  David  Sea- 
man tipped  a 25-yard  free-kick 
from  Franzeskos  on  to  the 
post 

Yet  with  Tony  Adams  back 
after  his  long  injury  lay-off, 
the  Arsenal  back  four  were 
coping  well  enough  with  the 
pressure  until,  on  61  minutes, 
Salonika  finally  broke 
through. 

Ahilleas  Zafiriou  played  a 
neat  one-two  and  slotted  the 
ball  behind  the  Arsenal  de- 
fence Into  the  path  of  Franzes- 
kos on  the  right  of  the  area. 
There  was  a hint  of  oflfeide 
about  the  striker’s  position 
but  his  shot  past  Seaman 
stood,  to  the  relief  of  the  delir- 
ious home  crowd. 

The  second  half  had  begun 
promisingly  for  Arsenal  with 
Overmars  shooting  just  wide 
before  setting  up  Wright  in 
the  area  only  to  see  him  shoot 
wide  with  his  not-so-trusty 
left  foot 

Wright's  25-yard  free-kick 
on  80  minutes  went  much 
closer,  forcing  the  Salonika 
goalkeeper  to  save  smartly 
low  by  his  far  post  But  the 
away  goal  would  not  come  for 
Arsenal,  although  yellow 
cards  did:  one  each  for  Ad- 
ams, Vieira  and  Wright  — the 
latter,  bis  rage  counsellor 
may  like  to  know,  for  dissent 

PAOK  SalMth*  (3-3-2):  Ulcfcopoulas; 
Tasiopoulos.  Kolabonrds,  OIIvitm; 
Zaoorakte.  ToumounMb  (PansgloMs.  70). 
NastM  (Christos.  73).  Fnnnka*.  Zaflrtau: 
Zoumpouris,  Vrlzss  (DtnKHos,  SB). 


(4-4-2):  Soman;  Dixon.  Adams, 
Bould.  Wlnierburn;  Parlour  [Plait.  69). 
Petti.  Vieira,  Overmars  (Boa  Morta.  89): 
Aneflca  (Wroh,  SO),  Wright 

M Diaz  vega  (Spain}. 


Rough  reception . . . Arsenal’s  Patrick  Vieira  takes  on  Percy  Olivares  and  a raucous  crowd  in  Greece  shaun  bottemu. 


Racing  Club  Strasbourg  2,  Rangers  1 

Rangers  in  spot 
of  bother  but 
still  favourites 


Patrick  Glonn  In  Strasbourg 


Rangers  made  them- 
selves favourites  to 
malw  the  second  round 
with  a controlled  performance 
in  a bizarre  match.  After  Ger- 
ald Batide,  the  Strasbourg  cap- 
tain, had  scored  from  two  pen- 
alties and  Jorge  Alberti 
replied  with  a spot-kick  for  the 
Soots,  the  French  club  bad 
striker  Pascal  Nouma  sent  off 
in  the  78th  minute  for  taking  a 
kick  at  Gordon  Petrie. 

Until  Batide  scored  with  his 
first  penalty,  the  pre-match  Im- 
pression that  this  would  be  a 
contest  between  teams  each 
suffering  from  a crisis  of  confi- 
dence proved,  for  the  most 
part,  to  be  a sound  judgment 
The  French,  deserted  by 
their  supporters  on  a night 
when  Stade  Meineau  was  less 
than  a third  full,  had  that  un- 
certainty about  their  passing 
and  forward  thrusts  that 
comes  as  a consequence  of 
recent  setbacks  while  Rangers 
seemed  simply  intent  on  avoid- 
ing a repeat  of  die  series  of 
embarrassments  suffered  by 
them  in  Europe  in  the  past 
couple  of  years. 

The  result  was  lengthy  peri- 
ods of  blandness,  the  mirtffeM 
cluttered  by  hesistant  provid- 
ers and  the  front  men  short  of 
supplies. 

Brian  Laudrup,  the  Rangers 
captain,  noticed  as  early  as  the 
14th  minute  that  Strasbourg 
were  somewhat  vulnerable  at 
the  back  and  ran  to  the  touch- 
line  to  shout  a recommenda- 
tion to  his  manager.  Walter 
Smith,  that  another  player 
should  be  pushed  forward  to 
help  feed  Gordon  Durle. 

Almost  immediately  Rino 
Gattuso  moved  up  as  an  auxil- 
iary forager  and  Rangers  soon 
created  a couple  of  half- 
chances.  First,  Nouma’s  stray 
pass  in  wH«wipM  found  Lau- 
drup and  the  Dane  played  it 
inside  to  Durie,  but  the  striker 
contrived  to  shoot  wide. 

Then  a sweet  move  involv- 
ing smart  passing  between 


Laudrup.  Alberts  and  Paid 

Gascoigne 

play  Dune  in  tram 
the  right  It  was  a good  chance, 
but  Godwin  Okpare,  a quick 
and  alert  defender,  intervened 
to  mate  the  block. 

During  that  first  half  Stm* 
bourg  looked  about  as  danger- 
ous as  white  mice.  Batide. 
their  captain,  characterised 
their  attempts  at  frighten 
Bangers  when  a crocs  from 
Nouma  broke  to  him  in  the 
dear  arid  he  mia-hit  hts  drive 
into  the  ground,  the  ball  run- 
ning weakly  into  the  arms  of 

Theo  Snelders. 

The  shock  among  the 
Rangers  supporters  was  al- 
most tangible,  therefore,  when 
Baticle  suddenly  wriggled 
away  from  Joachim  Bjorktun, 
who  brought  him  down  from 
behind  and  seemed  fortunate 
to  be  merely  cautioned.  Baticle 
himself  converted  with  a right- 
foot  drive. 

Strasbourg  may  have  been 
more  than  a little  fortunate  to 
be  ytead  at  the  break  but  they 
scarcely  merited  the  penalty 
awarded  against  them  Just  four 
minutes  after  it  Jan  Sucho- 
patek.  who  had  chased  Lau- 
drup to  along  ball  appeared  to 
play  it  cleanly  as  he  chal- 
lenged. He  did  rather  lunge, 
however,  and  the  Kalian  refer- 
eee,  some  way  behind  the  inci- 
dent, pointed  to  the  spot 

Alberta  equalised  with  a 
powerful,  left-foot  shot  high  to 
the  right  of  Alexander  Vencel 
but  if  there  was  a hint  of  Injus- 
tice it  at  least  made  the  score- 
line look  more  equitable. 

Astonishingly,  though,  a 
third  penalty  allowed  Stras- 
bourg to  move  ahead  again  on 
the  hour  mark.  McCall  and  Al- 
berts challenged  Baticle  aad 
the  German  foolishly  tripped 
the  French  midfielder.  Once 
again  Batide  made  a dean  job 
of  the  conversion. 

ifaMi—  com  ■—><■»■  [6-o-j).  vww, 
RaachM,  Suchoporek.  Ofcpora.  Collet. 
ArptaMI  (MC*H,  Umin);  Bedel*  Ctrtah. 
M-Ohagnt  Oeaovrt,  Nouma. 

Mum  (5-3-3):  3n«l<J«r»;  Wdmar. 
Porrtnl.  Petrie.  BforMund.  Alberts;  GWtueo. 
Osaeofono.  MoCaM.  Laudrup.  Ourf* 

M Tranalanoa  (Italy) 


Bordeaux  0 v Aston  Villa  0 

Woodwork  to 
Villa’s  rescue 


Peter  White  in  Bordeaux 


A SPIRITED  Aston  Villa 
had  to  call  on  all  their 
defensive  resolve  to 
contain  an  impressive  Bor- 
deaux side  who  could  not  turn 
their  advantage  into  goals 
here  last  night 
Villa  owed  much  to  the 
arrival  of  Sasa  Curcic  as  a 
second-half  substitute,  the  Cro- 
atian relieving  much  of  the 
pressure  by  holding  the  ball 
and  running  from  midfield  to 
upset  Bordeaux's  rhythm. 

The  home  side  soon  made 
their  Intentions  clear  and 
could  well  have  soared  as 
early  as  the  second  minute,  a 
mistake  by  Steve  Staunton 
allowing  T.iiian  Laslandes  to 
Eire  in  a shot  freon  the  edge  of 
the  area  that  was  inches  wide. 

Villa  and  their  600-strong 
following  were  still  holding 
their  breath  after  15  minutes, 
when  only  a post  saved  them. 
Sylvain  Wlltor  crossed  from 
the  right  and  Laslandes  stuck 
out  a foot  to  toe-poke  the  ball 
beyond  Mark  Bosnich  but  the 
effort  bounced  off  the  upright 
and  the  goalkeeper  was  able 
to  collect. 

Peter  Luccin  was  booked  for 
a befty  challenge  on  Ian 
Taylor.  Soon  afterwards 
Staunton  put  Villa  under  pres- 


sure by  bringing  down  KIki 
Musampa  25  yards  from  goal 
Jean-Pierre  Papin  stepped  up 
to  curl  the  free-kick  over  the 
wall  but  shaved  the  post  as 
Bosnich  stood  motionless. 


Villa  played  the  ball  around 
neatly,  trying  to  build  from 
midfield  when  the  opportu- 
nity arose,  but  they  could  not 
keep  possession  long  enough 
to  trouble  the  defence. 

There  was  little  respite  in 
the  second  period,  either. 
Wiltord  soon  broke  quickly 
from  midfield,  making 
ground  to  the  edge  of  the  area 
before  seeing  his  low  shot 
touched  away  for  a corner. 

Bordeaux  were  again  de- 
nied by  a post,  this  time  after 
53  minutes,  although  credit 
this  time  had  to  go  to  Bosnich 
who  managed  to  touch  Mu- 
sampa’s  fierce  drive  on  to  the 
upright  for  a corner. 

In  a rare  attack,  just  before 
the  hour,  Staunton  found 
space  down  the  left  to  centre 
for  CoHymore  to  hit  a shot 
into  the  ground  but  Bor- 
deaux’s goalkeeper  Ulrich 
Rame  palmed  it  aside. 


(1-2-4— 3):  Flame:  Gralak; 
Savnljtc.  Alanou;  Luccin  (Dlawara.  S4mln>. 
Pawn.  Musampa.  GrOfiBt  (Farrier.  74); 
Wlttora.  Papin  [fcnobata.  84}.  Laslandes. 


Ra  (6-3-2):  Bosnich:  Nelson, 
ElUogu.  Southgate,  Staunton.  Wright; 
Taylor,  Draper.  Grayson  (Curcic.  S3); 
Cottymora.  Yorte. 

Palau—  A Ancton  (Belgium). 


Coca-Cola  Cup,  second  round,  first  leg:  Hull  1,  C Palace  0 

Hull  enjoy  Darby  day 


George  CauUdn 


Duane  darby  pro- 
vided a welcome 
respite  for  troubled 
Hull  City  at  Booth 
Ferry  Park  last  night,  scor- 
ing the  scrappy  first-half 
goal  which  ensured  that 
Mark  Hateley’s  battling 
team  take  a slender  advan- 
tage into  the  second  leg. 

They  were  forced  to  with- 
stand a frantic  late  aerial 
assault  from  injury  rav- 
aged Crystal  Palace  but  val- 
iantly held  firm  for  their 
third  victory  of  the  season. 

David  Lloyd  took  over  the 
Third  Division  dub  three 
months  ago  and  said  he  In- 
tended to  emulate  Newcas- 
tle United’s  recent  resur- 
rection, although 

presumably  he  did  not 
mean  the  boardroom  strife 
and  poor  results  that  char- 


acterised the  early  days  of 
Sir  John  Hall’s  tenure  on 
Tyneside.  That,  however, 
has  been  the  reality. 

The  recruitment  of  the 
England  International  Ha- 
teley  to  front  the  football 
arm  of  the  sporting  empire 
that  also  embraces  rugby 
league  and  ice  hockey  has 
not  so  Car  produced  Kevin 
Keegau  sty le  dividends  and 
yesterday  afternoon 
Lloyd's  business  partner 
Tim  WUby  resigned  as  club 
chairman,  a position  the 
former  Davis  Cup  star  will 
fill  himself. 

The  glamour  of  last 
night’s  occasion  pnt  such 
concerns  on  the  back 
burner,  at  least  temporar- 
ily, but  Palace,  without  At- 
tilio  Lombardo  and  Paul 
Warhurst,  were  lacking 
their  usual  inspiration. 

And  after  22  minutes  the 
Hull  wing-back  Neil  Mann 


crossed  to  the  Car  post,  Ha- 
teley  nodded  down  and 
Darby  pounced  on  the  loose 
hall  after  Kevin  Miller  had 
pushed  his  first  effort  on  to 
the  post.  “Wembley,"  the 
tens  sang. 

Those  sentiments  ap- 
peared precipitous  as  from 
a stream  of  corners  the  Pre- 
miership team  pegged  Hull 
back  deep  inside  their  own 
penalty  area.  But  their 
chief  failing  was  a lack  of 
accuracy  — a fault  which 
appeared  to  have  been  cor- 
rected when  Dean  Gordon 
unleashed  a rocket  of  a shot 
from  20  yards.  The  ball 
swerved  alarmingly  but 
shaved  the  right-hand  post. 

Htel  (3-5-2):  Thompson;  WrighL  Brian, 
Daw  hurst;  Lowthorps.  Peacock.  Joyce, 
□once I . Mann;  Darby  (Wilson.  86mln). 
Hawley  (Fewings.  81). 

Patera  (3-5-2J-  Miller:  Unighan  (Dyer.  74}. 
Tuttle,  Hraldarason:  Muscat.  Zohar, 
Fullerton  (Vaort  85).  Roberts.  Gordon; 
Freedman.  Shippertay. 

A Wilkie  (Chaster-te-Straat). 


Former  Forest  players  to  sue  Anderlecht 


FORMER  Nottingham  For- 
est players  hope  to  win 
thousands  of  pounds  in  com- 
pensation after  the  Belgian 
club  Anderlecbt  admitted 
bribing  the  referee  in  their 
1984  Uefa  Cup  semi-flnaL 
Forest  intend  suing  for 
£1.5  million  following  an  ad- 
mission by  Anderlecht  that 


they  paid  Guruceta  Muro 
£18,000  to  ensure  victory.  The 
referee  died  in  a 1987  car 
crash  and  the  Belgians  now 
Claim  the  money  was  only  a 
loan. 

But  this  is  being  challenged 
by  those  who  played  in  the 
match,  including  the  former 
England  players  Gary  Birtles 


and  Steve  Hodge.  Forest  won 
the  home  first  leg  2-0  but  lost 
the  away  second  leg  3-0.  This 
was  after  the  referee  disal- 
lowed a Forest  goal;  gave  An- 
derlecht an  unlikely  penalty; 
and  allowed  another  Ander- 
lecht goal  which  most  neutral 
observers  claimed  should  not 
have  been  given. 


Scunthorpe  United  0,  Everton  1 

Farrelly  eases 
Everton  blues 


David  Hopps 


VERTON  looked  obvi- 
ous candidates  to  pro- 
vide Scunthorpe  with 
their  finest  scalp  in  10  years 
at  Glanford  Park,  perhaps  too 
obvious.  Instead,  Everton 
take  a one-goal  lead  into  the 
second  leg  at  Goodison, 
thanks  to  Gareth  Farrelly’s 
first-half  goal  and  would  be 
well  advised  not  to  analyse 
too  closely  how  on  earth  they 
got  a way  with  it 
Neither  current  form  nor 
bistory  offered  Everton  en- 
couragement In  the  bottom 
three  of  the  Premiership,  they 
had  gone  out  to  lower-league 
clubs  in  the  second  round  of 
this  competition  in  the  last 
three  seasons. 

Add  their  feflure  to  win 
away  in  any  competition  since 
December  and  their  apprehen- 
sion was  understandable,  even 
if  it  extended  to  three  burly 
central  defenders  and  a lonely 
striker,  Duncan  Ferguson, 
against  the  side  lying  seventh 
to  toe  Third  Division. 

John  Eyre,  for  all  his  height 
disadvantage,  tormented 
Everton  in  toe  air,  heading 
over  from  Steve  Housham’s 
cross  and  then  directing  toe 
baft  back  for  Chris  Hope,  who 
drove  over. 


The  displeasure  of  Slaven 
Bllic  was  evident  in  a pro- 
longed bout  of  arm  waving 
and  it  was  a brooding  Cro- 
atian defender  who  broke  for- 
ward to  provide  the  pass  for 
Everton’s  36th-minute  goal 
Farrelly  slipped  the  ball  past 
Tim  Clarke  for  his  first  goal 
for  Everton. 

Scunthorpe,  by  contrast, 
were  an  Eyre  and  graces,  the 
striker  twice  threatening  as 
the  second  half  opened,  provid- 
ing the  flick  for  David  D’Auria 
to  force  a save  from  Raul  Ger- 
rard.  preferred  to  Neville  Sou- 
thall in  Everton’s  goal 

Gerrard  only  waved  at  an  in- 
nocuous punt  by  Chris  Hope 
and  was  fortunate  his  mi^judg- 
ment  did  not  give  Scunthorpe 
a deserved  equaliser. 

By  the  hour,  though.  Ever- 
ton'e  strength  had  became  ap- 
parent Speed,  Farrelly  and  the 
impressive  Oster  an  forged  for- 
ward in  turn,  and  Housham 
headed  Speed’s  deflected  cross 
off  the  ifae  after  the  Welsh  in- 
ternational had  wormed  along 
the  goalline.  Gerrard's  save 
from  Calvo-Gaxcia  added  to 
Scunthorpe's  01  luck. 

RcaMborpe  UMiadi  Clark*:  D'Aitrfa. 
Sertart,  low*.  Hope,  McAutey.  Housham. 
Walter.  Calvo-GanSe.  Eyre.  Forrester. 
Rvertrai  (tenant:  Smart.  Shan.  Watson. 
Bllic,  HlnchclIHe.  Osier  (CaOantaslarl. 
74ml n),  Williamson.  Farrelly.  Spend. 
Ferguson. 

M Road  (Btiurtnntiam). 


Barmby  ready 
to  move  on  from 
Everton  after 
only  11  months 

EVERTON  are  ready  to  sell 
Nick  Barmby  less  than  12 
months  after  he  became  the 
most  expensive  player  in 
their  history.  Although  the 

23-year-old  England  interna- 
tional win  not  be  placed  on 
toe  transfer  list,  the  Mersey- 
side club  will  listen  to  offers. 

Barmby  has  started  27 
games  and  scored  five  goals 
since  arriving  from  Middles- 
brough for  £5.75  million  in 
October.  Newcastle  United 
could  be  interested  and  may 
include  Robert  Lee  in  a 
£5  million  deal.  Claus  Thom- 
sen, who  signed  from  Ipswich 
for  £900,000  in  January,  win 
also  be  allowed  to  leave. 

Bolton’s  Peter  Beardsley 
was  knocked  unconscious  on 
the  framing  ground  after  col- 
liding with  Jamie  Pollock  yes- 
terday. He  was  initially 
feared  to  have  a broken  a 
cheekbone  but  X-rays  indi- 
cated no  such  damage. 

Nell  Webb  has  resigned  as 
the  Weymouth  player-orach, 

tWO  months  and  Riy  gawuxi 

after  being  appointed.  He 
cited  personal  reasons. 

A Football  League  delega- 
tion yesterday,  met  EC  offi- 
cials to  discuss  toe  with- 
drawal of  a Uefa  Cup  place  via 
the  Coca-Cola  Cup.  David 
Sheepshanks,  the  League 

chairman,  said:  “They  will 
consider  our  complaint,  tak- 
ing into  account  toe  views  of 
other  parties  including  Uefa.’’ 
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Sport  in  brief 

Cycling 

The  Czech  sprint  specialist 
Jan  Svorada  won  toe  Uto 
stage  of  the  Tour  of  Spain  to 
Plasencia  yesterday.  Switzer- 


land's world  time-trial  cham- 
pion Alex  ZQlle,  seeking 
successive  wins  in  the  Vuelta, 
retained  toe  yellow  jersey 
with  an  overall  lead  of  30sec. 

Tennis 

Essex's  Sam  Smith  became 
toe  first  British  woman  in  the 
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world  top  loo  for  three  years 
yesterday  when  the  25-year- 
old  British  No.  1 was  rated 
97th  in  toe  new  WTA  rank- 
ings. Wimbledon's  Centre 
Court  has  been  dug  up  for 
only  toe  second  time  in  75 
years.  The  grass  was  badly 
tom  up  during  this  year's 
rain-hit  tournament. 

Cricket 

Glamorgan’s  opener  Steve 
James  was  last  night  named 
the  1997  Player  of  the  Year  at 
the  annual  Professional 
Cricketers'  Association 
awards  in  London.  Surrey’s 
19-year-old  all-rounder  Ben 
Hollioake  is  the  Young  Player 
of  the  Year. 

Motor  Racing 

McLaren's  David  Coulthard 
was  called  to  testify  in  the 
Ayrton  Senna  manslaughter 
trial  after  the  former  grand- 
prix  driver  Michele  Alboreto 
told  the  Imola  court  yesterday 
that  mechanical  failure 
caused  Senna’s  crash. 

“The  videotape  shows  the 
steering  wheel  moved  two  or 
three  centimetres,''  said  the 
Italian.  “If  accepted  as  evi- 
dence this  proves  something 
was  wrong  with  toe  car." 

Frank  Williams's  lawyer 
Oreste  Dominion i believes 
Coulthard  will  contradict  Al- 
boreto's  statement. 


Results 


Football 
IIEFA  CUP 

First  round,  first  lag 

(0)0  Aura  vna  ftj]  a 


CO)  V 


(0)0 

45JJ00 


16.000 

PAOK 

Frstzeskos  SI 

MPKC  Mozyr'l,  Dynamo  Tbilisi  1;  Rotor 

Volgograd  2.  Oretsrt,  0:  Jazz  Perl  D.  I860 
Munich  1;  Marl  bar  Teutonic  1.  Ajax  Am- 
aMrdani  1;  Trateonapor  2,  vn  Bochum  1; 
Bater  Jerusalem  2.  Quo  BrugM  1;  Wktzsw 
Loce  1.  Ucflnmw  0;  Karlsruhe  2,  Anortnous 
Famagusta  i;  SV  Se&ourg  4.  Andefleeht  3; 
MIX  Budapest  3.  Alania  Vtadltevku  0: 
Sian  a Spartak  Moscow  1:  T wants  En- 
schede a UHastrom  1;  Steam  Bucharest 
a Pe  nematic*  o.  ASF  Aarhus  2.  Nantes  Z 
Excelsior  Mouscron  0.  to  Metz  Z Croatia 
2 agree  4.  Grasshoppers  4;  Lyon  4. 
Brondby  1:  Basda  1.  Bnnrtca  0. 

COCA-COLA  CUP 
Second  round,  ftrst  leg 
fflocfcpSBl  (0)  1 Coventry  ID)  O 

Unighan  76  G£64 

(01  O Stake  (1)  4 

Thome  37.  G2 
Kovanagh  68.  ao 

(0)1 

Lonngr  50  (pen) 

6.310 

Men  10)0 
3.839 


4.175 


_ 10)2 
Redfeam  87  (pen) 
Ward  30 
(1)1 
Garcia  34 


Dyer  T6 

He*  (111 

Darby  22 

IpnofdHOll 
SkKkwell  89 
0.031 


(0)1 


rao 

0325 
(010 
- &3Z3 
Torqray  (1|  1 
UcFarlane  I 


(1)  1 BoHra  0\  2 

inglethorpe  42  Todd  13.  Fronttaen  so 
*120  McGMtlay  79 

Jftee  (1)  1 West  Bren  (1)  1 

DwglB*  !5  Taylor  35 

143/ 


Freestone  60 
Notts  County  (0)  o 

Oxford  utd  (0)  4 
Robinson  53 
Aldridge  82 
Beauchamp  77.  81 

limiting  (0)  O 

G.138 

Sc 41  thorp*  (0)  o 
7.145 

(0)O 

ID# 

Williams  44 
Bridges  66 

Watford  (0)  1 
Kennedy  89 
7,154 


ID  z 

G Jones  31.  Kelly  60 
Yartt  (1)  1 
Rom  43 
2.823 

PMarhoRwOh  (0)  O 


4.D11 


MS 

Cod  23  (pan),  79 
ClarM  44.  EubO  66 
CasdedlneSS 

NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE 
First  Division 
(01  o 


1(1)1 
Farrelly  38 

Derby  M)1 

Wonchope  43 

Bory(l)1 
□awe  43 
18,775 
!b«M  lltd  (1)  1 

Scon  19 
MKHwaBU)  1 

l 10 

8JB40 


5JJ19 
Third  Division 


Fort  Vafe  (0)1 
Mills  55 


33<S 


WO  Chaster  (2)3 

Alsford  11.  Bonnet!  32  {pen} 


OM  VAUXHALL  CONVSMMCB  HSiltV 
A Telford  1:  Hayes  1.  CneUentiom  T;  Wan- 
ing 1.  Stevenage  a 

UMBOHD  LKAQUfe  Printer  DMhe 

AcaMgcwtSuntey  1, CoH»yn  Bay  Z Alfra- 
ton  Tn  1.  Gurteiey  i;  Altrincham  0.  Wlna- 
terd  UW  1;  cnoriey  4.  Runcorn  a Leigh 
RM1 0,  Barrow  1;  Marine  1.  RaddlB*  Bor  Z 
Kts  twouk  PM rated  Bishop's  Stort- 
tord  a WteWn  z Borotum  wood  3,  Walton 
B Hersham  0.  Bromley  2.  Harrow  Bdr  1. 
PONTIUS  LBAGlM  CUP;  droop  Oan 
Bradford  C S,  Oldham  i, 

NATIONWIDE  QOUO  CUP,  BaoUgn  Ai 
Dungannon  Sums-  i CfoSMtos  3;  Lame  1. 
Oooavon  3.  Section  Bi  Dtvmery  Z Un- 
llatd  0:  Ujnavudy  uw  1.  cotoniino  4.  Sw 
thm  v«  Cenldk  0.  Gientoran  l:  Newry  S. 
Ponadown  Q. 


WC—  CUP  (Takyo];  first  we  V 
Bested  (todo)  btS  WtowaJd  (Fr)  7-5. 7-6; 
T Tarawa  (Thai)  « U Maleevs  (Bui) 
UH.KA  Bad—  (Japan)  bt  A 
EJJwood  (Ana)  0-3.  0-0;  R MnU  (Japan) 
w V Yoshkia  (Japan)  6-4.  6-1. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN  LEAQURi  Baltimore  6. 
Cleveland  5 (1st  game):  Baltimore'  1. 
CfovtHand  * (2nd);  New  York  7,  Boston  K 
Milwaukee  11,  CMcsao  w.  Texas  S,  Kan- 
sas City  11:  Anaheim  a,  uinnesote  3;  Oak- 
land A Detroll  6:  Seenle  7,  Toronto  3. 
NATIONAL  LMAOUM  PnfledfopMa  A 
New  York  ID  (10  Inna;  1st];  PMIadefpMa  2. 
New  York  1 (2nd);  Florida  1.  Colorado  7: 
Pittsburgh  & Monti  eel  4 (lOnns):  Atlanta 
5,  Sen  f randecO  4;  Chicago  1,  Cincinnati 
4i  Houston  3,  San  Diego  4;  SI  Louts  A Los 
Angeles  7 (ISlnns). 

American  Football 

KFU  Danas  21,  PtuiatMipMa  20. 

Chess 

CHALLDKU  HATCH  (ABMTL  Fr);  V 
Korchnla  (5wltz)  4.  E Bacrot  (Fr)  Z 
BunorcAN  jmuon  champhnswr 
(TotUno.  Esfl;  SUhraorf  teedarsa  A Be- 
lozerov (Rue),  A Rabinovich,  D Tyonddn 
(lar)  4t  Alow  H Hunt  (Eng).  J Roman 
(SCO)  4;  B Kelly  (Ire),  3 Willem*  (Eng)  4*. 

Cricket 

■NCOND  XI  CHAamOMMIP]  OU  Href- 
fonh  Lancashire  4024  deo  IG  0 Lloyd 
220.  P C McKeown  74.  3 P Tndiard  52). 
Leicestershire  179  (A  Habib  64)  and  9»-2 
(D  Stevens  55). 


Cycling 


TOUR  OP  SPAM  Mage  11  {Almendre- 
■e)o  to  Pwaondi;  ■M&ma  1,  J Svorada 
(C2)  Mapei  4hr  2lmlB  33ua  Z M Fon- 
onest  in)  coflofo;  3.  l Jaiatson  (Fr}  owk 
4.  B Ivanov  (Rue)  TVM  both  samo  ume 
i.  A Zuelle  (Swm)  ONCE 


48hr  Omln  30oec,  2.  Dubum  at  3seac;  3.  F 
Eecwbn  (Sp)  K stale  2.W;  4.  Moltor  2.4ft  ft 
Udanois  3.16;  ft  D C wver«  (Sp)  Eslepona 
353  7.  Serrano  sc  ft  Zalne  356.  g,  | Q«i- 
deano  (Sp)  Eusualtsi  i33: 10.  Hamburger 
557. 


Fixtures 


(75a  unlew  Mated) 

Football 

DMA  CWUKHOHS  UWHIB  Ww  ft 
GMBtaaeray  v Bsruseta  Dortmund  (4.4SI; 
Sparta  Prague  v Parma  (7.46).  Qrrap  ■■ 
ro  Keelee  v Man  uu  (7 AS);  Juvantus  v 
Feyemerd  (7.48).  (taw  o NewcaoM  v 
Barcelona  (7^46);  PSV  Bnfflioven  v Din- 
amo Kiev  (7.46).  Qrnra  P«  dymptehaa  FC 
v FC  Porto  (646):  Reel  Madrid  v Roeen- 
oorg  BK  (7.45).  Owup  Bi  Bayern  Mumcn  v 
Baiktaa  (7,0);  Parts  St  Qermeln  v IFK 
Gothenburg  (745).  Qnwp  Pi  Bayer  Lever- 
kusen v Uerse  SK  (7.45):  Spordna  Lisbon 
v AS  Monaco  (B.45V 

OOCACOLA  CUPi  Sooeod  raauMft  first 

lew  Birmingham  v Sfockpon  (7 AS);  Black- 
burn v Preason  (8.0):  Grimsby  v Shed  Wed 
(7.45)r  Leeds  y Bristol  C (7.45);  Nottm  For- 
est v Walsall  (7.45);  Souetampion  v Brad- 
ford (7.4fl;  Tottenham  v CerttaJa  (7.45). 


Norwtcn  v cnartton  (70) 

SCOTTISH  UUUHIR  CUPl  "TB  fiigh 

Greenock  Morton  v Queen  ol  South 

FACUPi Rwraw l mwTyl  m raarteye, 

Bedllngion  Ter  v Bivseough;  St  Helera  Tn 
v Gt  Harwood  Tn:  Canaan  v Lancaster  C; 
Utdehempfon  Tn  v Mariow,  Witney  Tn  v 
YeovflTn. 


Boafon  Utd  v Hyde  UU.  PItmi  Bradford  PA 

v Umxiln  UttL-  Parsley  Celtic  v FHaun. 
j^SUtenufc  wrat  ouiatew  Moteeey  v 
Berkhamated  Tn. 

WR  HMTRNB  LRAOUN  Premier  Dte- 

■ams  St  Leonards  v Sltttngbeume 

N-w  couNTtes  LMAoum  mm  otv- 
Mam  Romsbottom  Uu  v Mama  He,  st 
Hetons  Tn  v Burscougn. 

*J**0^f  IRSURAHCR  NOftTNRNN 
Wrel  DMeiem  Seaham  RS  v 
RTM  Howcaade 

nobtwhh  countos  usr  uunia 

Tn  v «*HteU 

Malm  sneiheid  » HaUam 


i Thwer  Tn  v Chard  Tn. 
P«fINK  LAASUb  Pfanrt  OhMra  Men 

City  v Wtoiverfiampmn  (ft45).  Srarad  Oh- 
StS'.iL"'?1"  w Twfc  (7W;  Btachpool  v 

3het(  Uu  |7  0). 


JWOR IINWHANOi  COMOIMATIOali 


Bellyctere  v Ballymena,  leetlae  O 
Omaoh  Tn  v CWtonvHto. 

Rugby  League 


— Tativn  HATCH  Royal  Navy 
v BARLA  a Britain  U-23  WJ0.  US 
Porttraoudi). 


Basketball 


■ATIONAL  UtAGttN  (6.0);  Hear 

NeMsral  Trepfty  PM  hmMmm*  Dolby  v 
Menrtettm  Kings  Heath  v Blrmfogham; 

wedon  v atevenagft  PortHnoum  v B«ea; 

Slough  y Oxford:  South  WoJm  v CardW; 
SWce  v BoUhuH;  Taumon  * Ptyrnouth; 

v SheMold;  Thames  Vasty  * 
Swindon;  Ware  * Northampton 


Ice  Hockey 


CUPl  Cerdtt  v 


Hockey 

JUNION  WOULD  CUP  nuu  (MIMA 

Keynes):  PaaiMaitv  Egypt  (11 -30);  England 

v Japan  (l  JO),  ai  gemma  v Germany  (4JD; 
Cuba  v Australia  (0J3). 


• NATWRST  TROPHY  DNAWi  PbM 

JJwjdi  Cheshire  v Ener.  Darbys  * 
Cumberland,  Devon  Y Vorka;  Bute  * 
jjenta;  Glam  v Bede;  douce  v NortMete; 
Kent  » CambrWgeeblrw  Una  v BueeM, 
LtUcs  v StMe;  MWdX  v HwWOrdaNre; 
mkwt  Co  wafoe  y MotK  Norfolk  v Durham; 
Bcadend  v Wore*  Somers*  v HoHenft 
Surroy  v Bucks;  WVte  v .Inrtend.  IMHhse 
to  bo  played  on  June  23  or  V.  Hurt 
nmidi  Dorset  or  Hants  v cn*«hira  v 
Uw  Giem  or  Beds  « Laics  or  Stem; 
wooes  or  Nartnani*  v Surrey  or  Bunks: 
Uro  or  Sussex  vQewr  or  Tarim;  MUM 
v Herafordewr.  v Norfolk  or  Durban 
Wfotek  or  NOW  v Someml  * 
jwnmd.  Seodena  or  Wforaa  v Dom** 
Cumberletw;  Worse  pr  bemnd  v Kant  or 
Cambridgeshire^  Metehsa  to  be  playotteA 
July  8.  ... 
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Champions  League 


Group  C:  Newcastle  United  v Barcelona 
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Daunting  debut 
for  Dalglish 


Wchael  Walker 


HKRIANGLES.  triangles, 

■ triangles.  Talk  to  same 

■ people  about  football 
and  they  Win  tell  you  it  is  a 
game  of  triangles  — the  al- 
leged secret  being  that  the 
man  with  the  ball  should  al- 
ways have  two  options  with 
which  to  bypass  his  opponent, 
thereby  retaining  possession. 

It  is  a logical  and  widely 
held  belief  and  so  while  it  was 
somewhat  strange  to  see 
£400  millfon~warth  of  Barce- 
lona talent  at  the  tiny  sta- 
dium belonging  to  Durham 
City  PC  yesterday  morning,  it 
was  no  surprise  to  see  them 
practising  their  triangles 

Michael  Reiziger  would  col- 
lect the  ball  just  Inside  one 
half;  splint  30  yards  and  cross 
it  to  the  far  post;  these  Chris- 
tophs Dugarry  would  nod  the 
ban  back  to  Rlvaldo  who 
would  smack  it,  curl  it  or  chip 
it  in  from  18  yards.  Then  they 
would  do  it  again.  And  again. 

Standing  in  the  middle  of 
this,  pointing  and  prompting, 
was  the  new  Barcelona  man- 
ager Louis  van  Gaal,  a true 
Dutch  master.  But  beware  if 
that  description  suggests  art- 
istry; for  on  yesterday's  evi- 
dence if  there  is  one  word 
that  stuns  up  Van  Gaal  it  is 
’formidable”.  The  Impression 
given  was  that  even  players  of 
the  stature  and  ego  of  Rei- 
ziger, Dugarry  and  Rivaldo 
would  hesitate  before  ques- 
tioning Van  GaaL 

After  training  the  man  gave 
a press  conference  which  by 
domestic  standards  was  out- 
standing. Speaking  In 
English,  Van  Gaal  radiated 
authority,  his  words  terse  and 
tough,  his  gestures  tight  and 
muscular.  This  is  a character 
whose  philosophy  on  football 
— and  one  suspects,  life  — 
leaves  no  room  for  self-doubt 

HIs  views  are  strong:  “The 
disadvantage  of  having  Rush 
and  Barnes  is  that  their  age 
wiQ ' count”;  “I  would  like 
English  football  to  think  a lit- 
tle more  tactically."  His 
fevourlte  words  are  clearly 


habit,  system  and  adapt. 

Thus,  when  asked  about  the 
quality  of  Rlvaldo  and  Ivan  de 
la  Pena.  Van  Gaal  replied:  “At 
the  moment  they  have  a lot  to 
learn,  hut  potentially  they  are 
very  good.  They  have  to  adapt 
to  nzy  way  of  thinMn^  my 
system,  arjd  that’s  difficult  in 
such  a little  time.  And  nobody 
In  Spain  is  waiting  for  the 
adapting  [to  end].” 

The  pressure  in  Spain  is  on 
already.  After  only  three 
games  Valencia  have  sacked 
their  coach  Jorge  Valdano 
and  although  Barcelona  have 
won  thaiy  first  three  matches. 
Van  Gaal  insisted  he  would 
be  safe  even  if  they  had  not  aT 
shall  not  be  fired  because 
Nunez  [Barcelona’s  presi- 
dent] believes  in  me  and  my 
philosophy."  He  was  hot 
joking. 

As  far  as  Newcastle  are  con- 
cerned, Van  Gaal  seemed  un- 
derwhelmed. No,  he  would 
not  be  giving  Faustino  As- 
priDa  special  attention  and, 
no,  he  had  not  spoken  with  , 
Bobby  Robson  about  the 
game.  “He  is  in  Egypt.  I have 
had  little  contact  with  him.” 
Nor  has  the  thought  that  Dar- 
ren Peacock  might  make  his 
first  appearance  of  the  season 
given  him  sleepless  nights. 

Peacock  is  a likely  starter, 
though,  and  with  David  Batty 
returning  after  missing  the 
Wimbledon  defeat  through 
suspension,  Kenny  Dalglish-’s 
selection  problem  revolves 
around  four  men  — Warren 
Barton,  Temur  Ketsbaia,  Jon 
Dahl  Tomasson  and  John 
Barnes  — fighting  for  two 
places. 

Dalglish  acknowledged  it  is 
the  biggest  game  in  Newcas- 
tle’s recent  history,  but  it  is 
also  significant  for  Dalglish 
personally.  Hie  managed  nei- 
ther Liverpool  nor  Blackburn 
In  the  European  Cop  and 
would  probably  have  fended 
a less  daunting  task  than 
navigating  a path  through  the 
Barcelona  triangle  for 
starters..  ..  * 

United  (8-3- 1-1;  probabi*): 
aims:  moon.  Peacock.  Pfstm.  AJDntJ, 
Bwfcrt;  Bdtty,  L**,  Banorr.  KaMata 
AapriMu 


Dutch  masterstroke . . . the  Barcelona  coach  Louis  van  Gaal  congratulates  Rivaldo  in  training  yesterday 


Group  B:  FC  Kosice  v Manchester  United 


United  likely  to  risk  Sheringham 


David  Lacey  reports  from  Slovakia  where 
injuries  may  force  the  United  chiefs  hand 


ANCHESTKR  Un- 
ited’a  best  chance 
of  reaching  last 
season's  Champi- 
ons League  final  foundered 
amid  the  foundries  of  the 
Ruhr  when  they  felled  to  ex- 
ploit the  injuries  which  had 

deprived  Borussia  Dortmund 
of  the  better  part  of  their  team 
for  the  opening  leg  of  the 
semi-finals. 

So  it  was  rather  fitting  that 
United  should  fly  in  over  the 
Carpathians  yesterday  to  this 
eastern  Slovak  steel  town 
where  they  will  begin  their 
latest  quest  in  the  Lokomo- 
tiva  stadium  tonight.  Kosice's 
own  stadium  Is  being  reno- 
vated so  the  game  will  be 
played  on  the  ground  of  their 
local  rivals  before  a passion- 
ate crowd  of  around  15,000. 

Alex  Ferguson  is  confident , 
that  the  experience  his  team 
have  gathered  In  three  Euro-  j 
pean  Champions  campaigns ; 
will  gtretbem  a better  oppor-  i 
tunity  to  win  the  tournament 
this  season.  At  the  same  time 
the  United  manager  concedes 
that,  with  only  the  winners 


Rugby  League 


and  two  best  runners-up  of 
the  six  groups  qualifying  for 
the  knockout  stage,  the  task  is 
now  decidedly  more  difficult 

Nevertheless,  Ferguson 
remains  rrmftritmt  that  ’if  we 
score  In  all  our  games  well 
have  a good  chance”.  Consid- 
ering that  the  next  two  Cham- 
pions League  games  will  see 
Juventus  and  then  Feyenoord 
visiting  Old  Trafford  this  is  a 
bold  statement,  especially  in 
view  of  United’s  present  lack 
of  a natural  goalscorer. 

Andy  Cole  was  signed  from 
Newcastle  to  fill  this  role  but 
so  for  has  palpably  felled  to 
reproduce  the  prolific  form  he 
once  showed  on  Tyneside. 
And  even  with  a fljU-sfrength 
squad  Ferguson  could  have 
no  obvious  alternative. 

As  it  is,  a lengthening  list  of 
casualties  looks  like  forcing 
him  to  start  tonight’s . game 
with  Teddy  Sheringham,  who 
is  recovering  flam  two  cracked 
ribs,  on  the  bench-  “There  Is  a 
risk  playing  him  but  it’s  some- 
thing we  may  consider,”  Fer- 
guson said  yesterday. 

*TU  make  a final  decision 


after  watching  him  in  train- 
ing. He  was  given  three  weeks 
to  recover  and  so  fer  he’s  only 
had  one,  but  sometimes  you 
have  to  take  risks  in  the  sort 
of  situation  we’re  in  at  the 
moment-" 

Ryan  Giggs,  who  strained  a 
hamstring  against  West  Ham 
on  Saturday,  has  been  left  be- 
hind along  with  Jordi  Cruyff, 
Ole  Solskjaer,  David  May, 
Ronny  Johnsen  and  the  prom- 
ising young  Terry  Cooke. 
Tonight  Ferguson  is  expected 
to  play  Paul  Scholes  wide  on 
the  left  In  Giggs’s  position, 
using  Karel  Poborsky  to  sup- 
port Cole  through  the  middle. 

This  is  a match  United  can 
111  afford  to  lose  if  they  are 
hoping  to  win  the  group.  In 
feet  any  points  dropped  to  Ko- 
sice, ostensibly  the  weakest. 
I team  in  the  section,  are  likely 
to  count  heavily  against 
United  in  the  long  run. 

Their  confidence  can 
hardly  have  been  harmed 
therefore  by  finding  the  oppo- 
sition In  some  disarray  be- 
hind the  scenes,  Jan  Kozak, 
who  last  season  brought  the 
town  its  first  league  champi- 
onship In  nearly,  wo  years  of 
football,  has  resigned  as 
coach  and  tonight  the  former 
assistant.  Jan  Bodnar,  wifi,  be 


in  charge.  But  that  is  only  on 
a caretaker  basis  until  the 
club  president,  Julius  Rezes, 
returns  from  a trip  to  the 
United  States. 

Kosice  are  believed  to  have 
lined  up  Karol  Feeze,  until 
recently  with  Spartak 
Trnava,  as  Kozak’s  successor 
hut  he  will  not  give  them  an 
answer  until  be  has  watched 
Slcrvan  Bratislava  play  Chel- 
sea In  the  Cup  Winners  Cup  I 
tomorrow  night 


Sheringham ...  cracked  ribs 


Kosice’s  explanation  for  the 
43-year-old  Kozak's  resigna- 
tion is  stress  and  high  blood 
pressure  brought  on  by  the 

strain  nf  winning  the  title  last 

season.  Kozak,  however,  felt 
that  elements  within  the  club 
were  out  to  get  him.  For 
United  therefore  it  will  proba- 
bly feel  a bit  like  playing 
Manchester  City. 

Yesterday  Ferguson  was 
asked  by  a Slovak  reporter 
what  the  reaction  would  be  in 
England  should  his  team  lose 
to  Kosice.  “There  win  be  a lot 
of  parties,"  the  United  man- 
ager replied  drily. 

With  Roy  Keane,  Scboles 
and  Nicky  Butt  and  David 
Beckham  all  on  form,  defeat 
for  the  English  champions 
tonight  is  unlikely,  although 
yesterday  David  Beckham 
pulled  up  in  training  with  a 
groin  strain  and  missed  the 
latter  part  of  the  session. 
True,  Kosice  did  eliminate 
Spartak  Moscow  in  the  quali- 
fiers but  after  losing  2-1  in 
Slovakia  the  Russians  had 
several  clear  opportunities  to 
save  the  tie  before  being  held 
to  a goafless  draw  at  home  in 
the  second  leg. 

— nh—ter  United  (4-4-2.  probable): 
SctralcMC  G Neville.  Bam.  Pafflster.  P 
Neville;  Beckham,  Keene.  Butt  Schttfes; 
PobOftty-  Cole. 


Robson  keeps 
watching  brief 


Reds’  rivals 
looking  rusty 
in  Rotterdam 

JUVENTUS  and  Feyen- 
oord, United's  main 
rivals  in  Group  B,  both  go 
into  tonight's  meeting  in 
Rotterdam  showing  less 
than  spectacular  form. 

Juve  will  be  looking  to 
improve  upon  Sunday's  0-0 
draw  at  Roma;  Feyenoord 
managed  a 1-1  draw  at 
home  to  PSV  Eindhoven. 

“We  are  at  the  beginning 
of  the  season  and  are  fer 
from  peak  form,”  said  the 
Italians’  coach  Marcello 
Lippi*  "But  I think  that  the  . 
entire  team  will  play  far  | 
better  against  Feyenoord.”  i 
juventus  sold  Christian 
Vieri  and  Alien  Boksic  in  the 
summer  and  started  this 
campaign  with  Alessandro 
del  Piero  and  Filippo  In- 
zaghi.  a close-season  signing 
from  Atalanta,  up  front. 

Feyenoord  will  be  with- 
out the  injured  Kees  van 
Wonderen  and  Bernard 
Sdraiteman  tonight,  while 
Henk  Vos  is  suspended. 


Paul  Hayward  finds 
the  coach  with  dual 
allegiance  having  to 
tune  in  from  Cairo 

IT  SHOULD  have  been  a tri- 
umphant homecoming  for 
Bobby  Robson:  back  in 
Durham,  the  county  of  his 
birth,  with  arguably  tbe 
world's  most  potent  squad  of 
club  footballers  spread  along 
tbe  hotel  corridors  and  an 
historic  encounter  ahead 
with  the  club  he  supported  so 
obsessively  as  a boy. 

Should  have  been.  Instead 
Robson  will  watch  the  Cham- 
pions League  match  between 
Newcastle  United  and  Barce- 
lona on  television  in  the  hotel 
room  in  Cairo  to  which  he 
returns  each  night  after 
watching  a bunch  of  under- 
17s.  Robson  could  have  been 
managing  either  side  In 
tonight's  opening  match  in 
Group  C.  How  he  ended  up  as 
the  game's  most  upmarket  tal- 
ent scout  is  one  of  football's 
weirder  mysteries. 

“I  won  the  Super  Cup.  the 
European  Cup  Winners  Cup 
and  the  Spanish  Cup  last  sea- 
son. We  finished  second  in 
the  league,  two  points  behind 
Real  Madrid,  and  qualified  for 
this  year's  Champions 
League,"  said  Robson  from 
his  exile  in  Egypt  Yet  still  he 
lost  his  job.  The  appointment 
of  Louis  van  Gaal  as  coach 
confirmed  the  open  secret 
that  Robson  had  been  taken 
on  to  keep  the  seat  warm  for  a 
year.  Seldom  can  so  much 
success  have  been  so  embar- 
rassing to  the  quasi-politburo 
who  run  the  Nou  Camp. 

Robson's  reward  as  techni- 
cal director  is  a scouting  mis- 
sion to  the  Under-I7  World 
Championship,  where  regular 
viewings  of  a reportedly  im- 
maculate Brazilian  side  are 
his  slender  consolation  for 
missing  the  game  on  Tyne- 
side. "The  chances  are  that 
, they've  got  another  three 
teams  tucked  away  in  Brazil. 
But  what  they've  got  over 
here  is  rather  spectacular  and 
exciting.  I don't  know  what  1 
.was  like  at  17.  but  I don’t 
think  I had  that  quality.” 
Robson  lost  not  one  but  two 
jobs  last  year.  Four  months 
into  the  post  that  he  had 
“waited  18  years  to  get”  he 
was  offered  the  chance  to  take 
over  from  Kevin  Keegan  at 
the  club  he  watched  with  his 
father,  a County  Durham 
miner  who.  says  Robson, 
“went  51  years  at  work  and 
only  missed  one  day”. 

He  continued:  “It  was  a 
great  offer  from  Newcastle 
but  it  came  at  the  wrong  time, 
rd  been  offered  the  Barcelona 
job  twice  before  — once  when 
I was  on  a long  contract  with 
Ipswich  then  when  I was  with 
England.  It  was  hard  to  turn 
the  Newcastle  job  down  but  1 
did  have  a fantastic  year  with 
Barcelona.  It  can  never  be 
taken  away  from  me.” 

It  is  hard  to  escape  the  sus- 
picion that  Robson  has  been 
robbed  of1  a chance  to  com- 
plete his  life's  masterwork. 
and  even  now  he  finds  it  diffi- 
cult to  step  back  from  the 
players,  the  touchllne,  the  ; 
hopeless  addiction  of  coach- 
ing. “Without  being  egotisti- 
cal I gave  more  to  my  club  i 
than  any  coach  in  Europe.  I ■ 


j won  more  things  for  Barce- 
lona than  any  coach  In  Euro- 
pean football.  I had  this  unbe- 
lievable year.” 

At  one  point  in  our  conver- 
sation Robson  said:  "Louis  is 
in  charge  for  this  match  — I 
mean,  this  season.”  That's 
what  comes  of  winning  23  of 
your  last  25  matches,  with  140 
goals  scored  in  a season,  only 
to  be  escorted  upstairs. 

Van  Goal’s  team  have  made 
an  exemplary  start  this  cam- 
paign — “three  matches, 
three  wins,  eight  goals  for, 
one  against,”  says  Robson, 
Tbe  Catalan  press  are  purr- 
ing. and  already  the  sands  are 
blowing  over  Robson’s  own 
mark  on  the  club's  recent  his- 
tory. “Louis’s  changed  things 
a little  bit.  He  started  with  my 
system,  to  take  a look  at  it, 
but  be  really  wants  to  play 
the  Ajax  way.  He  believes  in 
it  and  thinks  he  has  the  play- 
ers to  master  it.  He  now  plays 
three  at  the  back  — two 
markers  and  a sweeper  — and 
plays  out  of  midfield. 

“Over  the  summer  we 
bought  very  well.  We  had  to 
replace  Ronaldo,  which  was  al- 
ways going  to  be  difficult.  We 
got  Sonny  Anderson  — he's 
quick  and  has  lightning 


T did  have  a 
fantastic  year 
with  Barcelona 
It  can  never  be 
taken  away  from 
me’  — Robson 


reflexes,  takes  his  chances 
wefl.  We  also  made  a good  buy 
in  Rivaldo.  He  gives  us  what 
we  wanted  on  the  left-side  and 
gives  us  a free-kick  capability 
as  wefl.  Louis  liked  Dugarry, 
so  we  bought  him  from  Milan 
along  with  Reiziger.” 

Although  Robson  talks  affec- 
tionately of  Newcastle,  and 
must  harbour  some  bitterness 
about  being  mugged  of  his 
tracksuit  when  Van  Gaal  ar- 
rived, his  desire  to  see  Barce- 
lona crush  his  Geordie  compa- 
triots is  sincere.  “It's 
Newcastle’s  first  game  in 
Europe  of  these  dimensions  for 
a considerable  amount  of  time, 
so  it’s  a real  step  up  for  them." 
he  explained. 

“They've  battened  down  the 
hatches  a bit  and  are  playing  a 
bit  more  securely  in  defence. 
They  don't  let  people  roam  all 
over  the  place.  But  Shearer's  a 
miss.  The  one  fellah  they're 
got  who  can  do  It  prolificaUy  at 
that  level  is  missing." 

Before  he  went  back  to  his 
scouting.  Robson  added:  “The 
Barcelona  lads  won’t  be 
bothered  by  37.000  screaming 
Geordies."  It  seems  a felony 
that  he  want  be  among  them. 


Golf 


Tennis 


aren’t  getting 


Gode-changer  Forshaw  cracks 
■?.:  call-up  to  Great.Britain  squad 


Martin  fails  Henman  to  play  the  Albert  Hall  in 

Masters  test  double  bill  with  Borg  and  McEnroe 


AndyWBeon 

Mike  forshaw,  who 
was  playing  rugby 
union  for  Saracens’  second 
team  only  flour  months  aw, 
yesterday  capped  a remark- 
able summer  in  rugby 
league  with  tails  selection  in 
both  the  Stones  Dream 
Team  and  the  Great  Britain 
squad  — to  which  19  names 
were  added  yesterday  — for 
November’s  Test  series 

against  Australia. 

The  27-yeBT-ald's  league 

career  had  been  fettering  be- 
fore his  jmove  to  Saracens, 
early  promise  at  Wigan  fad- 
ing during  Injury-plagued 
spells  with  Wakefield  and 
Leeds.  He -moved  to  union 
without  success  but  a return 
to  league  with  Bradford 
revitalised  him. 

The  BoDs'  Super  League 
triumph  Is  reflected  by  the 
selection  of  four  more  of 
them  in  the  Dream  Team  — 
the  foU-backStuart  Spruce, 


hooker  James  Lowes  and 
the  Australians  Danny  Pear 
cock  and  Graewe  Bradley, 
who  will  be  staying  with 
the  club  next  season  despite 
speculation  linking  him 
with  Warrington. 

Wigan’s  Jason  Robinson, 
Tony  -Smith  and  Andy  Far- 
rell also.  made,  the  Dream 
Team  but  Gary  Connolly 
and  Simon  Haughton  were 
edged  out  by  St  Statens' 
Alan  Hunts' and  London’s 
Peter  Gill. . 

Bradford  also  contribute 
flue  winger  Jen.  Scales  for 
the  GB  squad,  amrtherfar- 
merunfon  man  who  wasnot 
guaranteed  a place  with 
Newcastle. 

Mini  TUM  l»r— » .(Sradlordj; 
■•wtftey- (Bradford),  Bilwi  jWtgan): 


■Intro*  (Londonk.-Oll*- 

M MrtMB  WBmomi  *MI yftyo. 
fliln.ll,  low—;  ■iddMiMd.  Sfdjtel 
Ipraao  (an  (radteid),  HMida  tMM 
(bottv  London),  MakilW. 
tnxdlnri,  Bradbury,  Hpyly  (all 
Salford).'  Cmtefn. varjaAJHJurta, 
— «te a.  Wtertn.  w lifted  (L— d<K 


MIGUEL  Angel  Martin, 

Who  was  controversially 
dropped  from  the  Ryder  Cup 
team  because  of  doubts  over 
his.-  fitness,  has  withdrawn 
from  the  British  Masters 

which  starts  tomorrow  at  the 

Forest  of  Arden. 

After  putting  himself; 
through  a fitness  test  hi  Ma-  i 
Arid  on  Monday  Martin  said: 
"I  tried  to  hit  balls  but 
couldn’t  do  it  properly,  the 
way  I want  to.'  My  wrist  waa 
not  hxurting  but  (be  balls  were 
not  going  where  I wanted  and 
there  was  inflammation 
afterwards." 

The  $5-year-old  Spaniard 
was  replaced  by  Jose  Maria 
Olazabal  as  the  last  automatic 
qualifier  but  had.fbught  for  a 
delay  in  the  decision  and 
hoped  to  inure  a point  this 
week,  in  the  last  tournament 

before  the  clip  in  Valderrama. 

His  fewyere  are  claiming 
compensation  from  the  Ryder 

Cup  committee  for  loss  of  po- 
tential from  sponsor- 

ships and  endorsements. 


HlvIWiro  gVv0 

*TTM  HENMAN’S  3,000- 

I mile  journey  back  from 
Tashkent  hardly  left  m™ 
with  time  for  a proper  sleep 
and  none  for  a sustaining 
breakfast  before  yesterday 
he  was  obliged  to  promote 
the  first  tennis  to  be  played 
at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  for 
eight  years. 

Leas  than  two  days  after 
winning  the  second  ATP 
Tour  title  of  his  career, 
Henman  also  did  a good  job 
of  promoting  himself.  “If  I 
can  keep  going  Britain  can 
have  two  players  In  the  top 
10,”  he  said. 

The  Albert  Hall  event,  a 
Senior  Tour  of  Champions 

ffmmnmpirf  biwiMrig  -tnhn 

McEnroe  and  Bjorn  Borg, 
and  supplemented  by  a 
special  doubles  competition 
in  which  Henman  will  part- 
ner the.  Davis  Cub  coach 
John  Lloyd,  win  take  place 
cm  December  4-7. 


By  then,  the  British  No.  % 
believes,  he  may  have 
caught  up  with  Greg  Ru- 
sedski. “Greg’s  perfor- 
mances have  not  only  been 
good  for  him.  but  good  for 
me,"  Henman  said. 

“The  way  I have  been 
playing,  hopefully  I can 
have  more  results.  The  in- 
door season  Just  starting  is 
a great  opportunity.  I’ve  al- , 
ways  done  well  indoors.”  j 

According  to  his  coach 
David  Felgate,  winning  the 
President’s  Cup  in  Uzbeki- 
stan not  only  boosted  Hen- 
man’s confidence  and  Mt 
ATP  computer  ranking 
points,  it  also  “silenced  a 
few  critics”. 

There  were  those  who  sug- 
gested Henman  should  have 
been  playing  in  Bourne- 
mouth last  week,  promoting 
, British  tennis.  But  the 
I world  No.  20’s  Tashkent  tri- 
umph may  provide  just  the 
platform  he  needs  to  CHmb 
above  his  career-high  world 
ranking  of  i«h. 


co  uld  it  be  you 
who  has  the 
wrong  number? 

\ lil'ONOO  number  lcjis  >r»nr  cusTomor  - ihai  you  uam 
in  hn.tr  : rom  im  m and  our  Advanced  Service  tail  help 
make  s me  \ ou  nr  \ vr  ;n»v>  a call. 

li  7;  v r.'h  r >!■  •,  <«v  Hell  orb':  B1  ¥? 

f 

ti , i-  msi mi  number  lor  a m.,nrl:<  j..r  < n-, ! \ piux  call  ch  u 

Freefone  0800  800  800 
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Ali  affections 

Uefa  Cup,  first  round,  first  leg:  Celtic  2,  Liverpool  2 , ■ X 

McManaman  saves  the  day  ooDortunism 


Last-minute  equaliser  makes  Liverpool  favourites 


Uefa  Cup,  first  round,  first  leg:  Celtic  2,  Liverpool  2 


Ian  Ross  at  Celtic  Park 


REMARKABLE 

SB  goal  by  Steve 

^V^B  McManaman  two 
minutes  from  time, 
in g from  his 
own  half  on  the  right  and  fin- 
ishing left-footed  from  the 
edge  of  the  area,  spared  Liver- 
pool the  familiar  feeling  of 
failing  to  finish  the  job  they 
bad  started. 

After  scoring  early  and 
spending  the  opening  half  ex- 
posing the  weaknesses  of  a 
Celtic  side  which  relies  al- 
most exclusively  on  en- 
deavour, Liverpool  fen  away 
to  such  an  embarrassing  ex- 
tent that  they  fell  behind  with  i 
quarter  of  an  hour  left  Now, ; 
though,  with  their  away  i 
goals,  they  will  feel  confident 
of  making  progress,  though 
their  recent  track  record  in 
Europe  suggests  they  should 

take  nothing  for  granted. 

The  Liverpool  manager  Roy 
Evans  had  spent  the  previous 
24  hours  serving  up  red  her- 
rings. culminating  in  the  sug- 
gestion that  Robbie  Fowler 
would  lead  his  attack.  The 
Celtic  coach  Wlm  Jansen  was 
hardly  going  to  take  that  seri- 
ously. In  any  case  the  mis- 
chievous question  is:  who 
needs  Fowler? 

Liverpool  do.  of  course,  but 
not  at  the  moment  because 
they  have  the  remarkable 
Michael  Owen  as  a deputy.  It 
is  said  that  youth  knows  no 
fear  but,  at  the  age  of  17, 
Owen  Is  already  wise  enpngh 
to  realise  that  as  a striker  he 
can  prosper  from  the  fear  of 
others. 

The  task  of  shadowing 
Owen  last  night  fell  to  Alan 
Stubbs,  a traditional  centre- 
half  and  life-long  supporter  of 
Everton.  He  struggled  from 
the  first  whistle  and  in  the 
sixth  minute  was  reduced  to 
the  role  of  anguished  specta- 
tor as  Owen  further  embroi- 
dered a burgeoning  reputa- 
tion for  lethal  finishing. 

It  was  a fine  move,  Steve 
McManaman  finding  Karl- 
heinz Riedle,  who  nudged  the 


Paul  Hayward 
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Chipper . . . and  Michael  Owen  has  good  reason  to  be  cheerful  having  put  Liverpool  ahead  in  the  sixth  minute  against  Celtic  last  night  cuvebrunstou. 


ball  forward  for  Owen  to  pur-  Unable  to  hold  possession  like  capitulating  and  might  clear  of  Stephan  Mahe, 
sue.  There  was  never  any  and  seemingly  incapable  of  have  done  had  McManaman  McManaman  reached  the  pre- 
doubt that  he  would  not  score,  denying  Liverpool  the  space  not  squandered  a glorious  op-  cise  spot  inside  the  penalty 
a crisp  chip  beating  Jonathan  in  which  they  manoeuvred  so  portunity  three  minutes  after  area  where  Owen  had  drawn 
Gould  inside  his  near  post  smartly,  Celtic  almost  looked  Owen’s  goaL  Having  sprinted  back  his  boot  He  then  hesi- 
tated fatally,  choosing  eventu- 
ally to  knock  the  ball  waste- 
fully  wide  to  the  waiting 
Michael  Thomas. 

Thereafter  Celtic  improved, 
albeit  marginally.  Had  they 
not  done  so  the  tie,  never 
mind  this  opening  leg,  would 
have  been  decided  long  before 
last  night’s  half-time  whistle. 

As  Liverpool  continued  to 
miss  chances  Celtic  slowly 
began  to  create  them.  Simon 
Donnelly  and  Craig  Burley 
were  both  embarrassingly  in- 
accurate when  well  placed 
but,  if  Celtic  had  effected  a 
minor  switch  in  the  game's 
balance  of  power,  The  Liver- 
pool goalkeeper  David  James 
still  sat  in  the  dressing-room 
during  the  interval  staring 
down  at  unmuddied  gloves. 
The  prospect  for  a Celtic 


If  we  don't 
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within  an  hour, 


recovery  looked  remote,  yet 
eight  minutes  into  a second 
half  of  more  urgent  tempo  foe 
status  quo  had  been  restored. 
In  foiling  to  dear  a loose  ball 
Matteo  made  his  first  mistake 
of  the  evening  and  it  was  em- 
phatically punished  by  Jackie 
McNamara,  who  swept  a ris- 
ing drive  just  inside  a post 

The  complexion  of  the  game 
was  at  once  altered.  Donnelly 
struck  the  underside  of  the 
crossbar  with  a fearsome 
drive  and  Bjorn  Kvarme  was 
fortunate  not  to  concede  a 
penalty  after  upending  the 
same  player. 

But  Celtic  were  not  to  be 
denied.  With  16  minutes  left 
they  moved  in  front  when 
Donnelly  swept  home  a penal- 
ty after  James  had  brought 
down  Henrik  Larsson. 

CMBm  QotAfc  MctHiWi*.  Boyd.  Stubbs. 
Mahe,  Burley.  Hannah.  Wtoghbrat,  Blinker 
(O'Donnell.  IWJ.  Laraeon.  Donnelly. 
Umrpool  (5-O-Sts  James;  Jonas.  Kvarme. 
Wright.  Maneo.  BJomabyec  McManaman. 
Thomas,  tnce;  FOodlo,  Owen. 

He*«w  C GraxlaiM  (Italy). 


BOXING  gives  and  box- 
ing steals.  Joe  Louis 
lost  his  fortune  and 
Evander  Holyfield 
said  goodbye  to  part  of  his  ear. 
But  Muhammad  Ali  lost  some- 
thingmueh  more  elemental 
than  that  He  lost  his  mind. 

Sixteen  years  after  the  cen- 
tury's greatest  sportsman 
staggered  out  of  a ring  for  the 
last  time,  his  brain  irrepara- 
bly damaged  by  thousands  of 

blows  to  the  head,  foe  Muham- 
mad All  industry  Is  cranking 
up  to  maximum  output  with 
an  amateur  boxing  tourna- 
ment in  his  home  town  of 
Louisville— where,  accord- 
ing to  a local  official,  a "hu- 
mungous” museum  Is  being 
built  to  commemorate  Ken- 
tucky's most  illustrious  son. 

Ken  Norton  brake  All’s  jaw 
and  landed  some  of  the  blows 
that  turned  him  into  a living 
ghost  By  one  of  those  para- 
doxes that  only  boxing  can 
manufacture  Norton  is  in 
Louisville  this  week  to  sup- 
portthe  Muhammad  All  Cup. 
Holyfield,  who  has  taken  his 
own  share  of  batterings  in  a 
long  career,  is  also  ih  town  to 
see  baxarsftamdO  countries 
promote  the  violent  art  that 

hfl««rt1ngntghflri  thpflanmln 

All’s  boundless  eyes. 

My  own  most  intimate  en- 
counter with  him  was  in  foe 
mosque  to  which'Mfttt  Tyson 
had  sped  after  stepping 
through  the  gates  of  an  Indi- 
ana prison.  Tyson  still  had  the 
scent  of  jail  on  his  clothes  as 
he  knelt  to  pray  with  Ali  be- 
fore watching  him  shuffle  ata 
heart-breakingly  slow  pace  to 
take  breakfast 
Ali  had  a helper  at  each 
elbow.  His  eyes  were  moist 
and  vacant  His  feet  on  foe 
carpet  made  foe  sound  of  old 
men's  slippers  dragging 
across  foe  floor  of  a rest  home. 

Thomas  Hauser,  his  biogra- 
pher and  friend,  tells  us  that 
all  the  lights  are  on  in  All's 
head  but  that  his  body  wont 
respond  to  instructions  from 
his  mind.  A nice,  and  sincere, 
theory  but  it  doesnt  work. 
When  Ali  tor*  his  precarious 
hold  on  the  Olympic  torch  in 
Atlanta — with  the  TV  pro- 
ducer shouting  into  a mike: 
"Quick,  he’s  going  to  drop  it” 

— his  mind  as  wdOlas  his  body 
looked  wrecked. 

Louisville  says  it  is  proud  to 
have  given  Ali  to  the  world 
and  is  taking  him  back,  or 


give  you 


The  AA  and  RAC  won’t. 
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• • WSirti  YOUR  CAR  LETS  YOU  DOWN; 

Green  Flag  won't  On  average,  we  rescue 
our  members  in  just  35  minutes?" 

And  if  we  re  not  with  you  in  less  than  one 
hour,  you  can  claim  CIO  back.  Plus,  we 
offer  a choice  of  5 levels  of  cover.  What’s 
more,  our  6000  skilled  mechanics  will 
repair  most  problems  at  the  roadside. 
To  find  out  more,  contact  us  right  now. 


CHOOSE  FROM : 5 jtEVEI 

• Recovery  Only  £29.50 

• Roadside  Assistance £38.00 

• Comprehensive £69.00 

• Comprehensive  Gold £93.00 

• Total  Protection £145.00 


- Upon  reran*  of  da  Im  £10  chtqwivU  tx>  fcsucd. 

“Wnltod  (ran  oatamtr  nlMadlon  (Motiomaiim.  1 Prcn  quoted 
on  lor  coKmm,  tranem  niffioife  mtv  Can  n^eunod  balm 
171X1  an  ftubfart  la  on  aMHongl  too  a!  t IS. 


Green  Flag  Rif 

Motoring  Assistance 
WE  LEAYE  EVERYONE  STANDING  BUT  YOU 


call  free  today  on 

0800  001 343 

QBOtd  rabno.6U7T09  and  your  a-odlt/dablt  cart 
nambar  or  compUrM  tbs  coupon. 

http://www.greenflag.qo.uk 


POST  TODAY  - NO  STAMP  NEEDED 
GREEN  PUD,  PnMvon,  Lunds.  Won  tortahlrc  L59?  *OF 
Plua*q  MMd  me  further  Information  stout  BfiEEN  FLAG 
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There  was 
no  grand 
plan  in  Will 
MacdonalcPs 
rise  to  fame — 
it  happened 
by  accident, 
although  he 
deadpans: 
“I’ve  been 
planning  this 
from  the  age 
of  three . . . 
but  people 
don’t  know 
that” 

The  man  behind 
Chris  Evans 
steps  forward 


Guardian  Crossword  No  21,071 


Set  by  Plodge 


Across 


1 1n  which  one  may  be  left  the 
Queen's  Sis?  (8} 

S Awfully  nice  article  in  The 
Food  Processor”  (6) 

S A veteran  US  car  wffli  great 
design  (3,6) 

11  Ok!  folk  found  no  let-up  In  7 
(5) 

12  tfs  said  Spooner’s  S poses 
for  Pampers  (12) 

15  Runs  off  with  pots!  (4) 

18  Musics  form  of  "Cheers", 
taking  in  dty  Issue  (4, 6) 

18  Perhaps  Kathleen 
swallowed  a beef  bone  for 
5?  (3,7) 

19  Small  5 Is  said  to  take  a 
private  eyeful  (4) 

21  "A  fool  mends  boots  for 
butterffes"  said  Spooner  (12) 

24  Succinct:  some  setter 
severely  censored  (5) 


28  rap’s  first  dose  friend 
involved  in  K-gotten  gains  (9) 

26  Do  children  repeat  this  after. 
hey?(fl) 

27  The  single  supporter  of  a 
shabby  town?  (3,5) 

Down 


1 Flower  head  cut  off  for 
weaving  (4) 

2 It’s  vulgar  prudery,  not  to 
poke  one’s  nose  in  (4) 

3 Fasts  from  Frankfurt  (3,3) 

4 Forces  our  targe  ports  to 
reorganise  (7.6) 

6 Sucker  oddly  did  a whip- 
round  (4.4) 

7 Finds  fault  with  carelessly 
inapt  clues  (10) 

8 Comfortable  coaches,  taken 
at  your  own  speed  (4,6) 

10  Artist  beckons  frantically  to 
another  in  search  for 

inspiration  (4,4,5) 


what’s  left  or  him.  in  a declara- 
tion of  affection  that  some  will 
say  Is  a little  late  in  coming, 
and  might  have  as  much  to  do 
with  the  town's  commercial 
well-being  as  a desire  to  em- 
brace a wounded  son.  Before 
now,  there  has  been  little  obvi- 
ous sign  Ali  came  from  the 
home  of  the  Kentucky  Derby. 

‘"There's  been  a movement 
In  recent  times  to  celebrate 
Muhammad  Alt's  life  a little 
more,”  said  a spokesman  for 
the  Louisville  chamber  of 
commerce  yesterday.  “He's  a 
vital  part  of  our  city's  history 
and  we  don't  want  to  forget 
him.” 

Whisper  it  In  Louisville,  but 
there  was  a time  when  they 
didn't  want  to  know  him. 

Some  of  them,  anyway.  It  was 
there  that  Ali  threw  his  Olym- 
pic gold  medal  off  a bridge 
after  being  chucked  out  of  a 
restaurant.  “There  were 
places  I couldn't  go.  places ! 
couldn’t  eat,”  he  told  Hauser. 
“1  won  a gold  medal  represent- 
ing the  United  States  and 
when  I came  home  to  Louis- 
ville I still  got  treated  like  a 
nigger.  Some  people  kept  call- 
ing me ‘boy’.” 

It  was  from  that  earliest 
knowledge  of  segregation  that 
All  began  arguably  America’s 
most  far-reaching  political 
add  religious  conversion. 

After  moving  to  Miami  in  1961 
he  met  leaders  of  the  black 
separatist  movement  and 
clanged  his  name  Cram  Cas- 
sius Clay.  Whenever  he 
needed  to  measure  his  own 
ascent,  be  spoke  ofhow  far  the 
“little  black  boy  from  Louis- 
ville'’ had  travelled. 


• ja  8HERE  All’s  words 
1 w\  a once  tumbled  out 
1#  1#  in  a defiant  and 
w W often  lustrous  tor- 
rent now  there  Is  only  the 
occasional  whisper.  Only  Lon- 
nie, his  protective  wife,  can 
tell  us  whether  Ali  is  really 
being  celebrated  anew  or 
ripped  off  by  a fresh  set  of 
courtiers.  The  most  agile  of 
boxing’s  big  men  is  now  foe 
marketing  industry’s  easiest 
sitting  target  A man  who  chal- 
lenged the  very  foundations  Of 
America  has  become  its  most 
pliant  and  mute  symbol. 

Ifany  other  athlete  had  bel- 
lowed “I  am  the  greatest”  non- 
stop for  20  years  the  world 
would  have  crossed  foe  street 
to  avoid  an  oncoming  bore. 
With  Ali  it  was  gloriously  and 
incontrovertibly  true.  In  cine- 
mas. during  foe  film  When  We 
Were  Kings,  people  who  de- 
spise boxing  were  mesmerised 
by  his  lyrical  power  and  his 
unworldly  depth  of  spirit 
As  they  wheel  him  round 
Louisville  this  week,  at  least 
All  can  be  sure  of  a seat  In  a 
restaurant  But  as  for  foe  ver- 
bal sparring,  it  win  be  a good 
day  if  he  can  say  his  own 
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CROSSWORD  SOUmOM  21,070 


13  Dined  not  very  quietly  (very 
nolsllyl),  ate  up  pancake, 
choked  (10) 

14  Never  gone  into  a Spanish 

exhibition  with  a liberal 

communist?  (10) 

17  Truly,  in  20?  If  you  say  90  (4, 4) 
28  The  wholesomeness  which 
goes  with  resort  farms' 

food-conscious  care 
visitors  (fi) 

22  We're  off  to  one  of  the  15  (4) 

23  They  say  a drop  of  the 'art 
stuff  can  give  you  the 
shakes!  (4) 

Solution  tomorrow 


AA  Stuck?  Thon  cnB  ov  sdutJona  tow 
On  oaei  338  334  Cans  COM  sop 
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